Week One-Hundred One: “What is Justification & Sanctification? (Part 1)”
Welcome/Prayer

Review of Week 100: “What is the Bible?”
“What is Justification & Sanctification? (Part 1)”
“justification” (Greek: ‘dikaiōsis’ – ‘the act of God declaring men free from guilt & acceptable to Him; renouncing to be righteous’ / ‘dikaiōma’ – ‘a judicial decision, sentence of God which He acquits man & declares him acceptable to Him; righteousness.’)  Romans 5:18 translates both Greek terms to demonstrate ‘justification’ & ‘righteousness’ are synonymous:
“So then as through one transgression there resulted condemnation to all men, even so through one act of righteousness (‘dikaiōma’) there resulted justification (‘dikaiōsis’) of life to all men.”
“justified” (Greek: ‘dikaioō’ – ‘to declare, pronounce, one to be just, be righteous; be freed; justified; to show or regard to be innocent’)( Romans 4:2,5; 5:1,9; 6:7; 8:30,33).  God ‘justifies’ by faith (Romans 3:30; Galatians 3:8).
The apostle Paul declared “if Abraham was justified by works, he has something to boast about, but not before God” (Romans 4:2).  Rather, “Abraham believed God, and it was ‘credited’ to him as righteousness” (v.3).
“credited” (Greek: ‘logizomai’ – ‘accounted, impute, reckon; equivalent to something as having like force & weight.’)  For example, if I ‘reckon’ my bank book has $25 in it, it has $25 in it.  When God ‘reckoned’ righteousness to Abraham, God ‘credited’ (or ‘imputed’) the ‘equivalent’ of His exact righteousness to Abraham when he believed God.
When a person works to earn a wage, his wage is not ‘credited’ to him, because it is a debt due him (Romans 4:4), but one who does not work, but believes in God Who ‘justifies’ the ungodly, his faith is ‘credited’ as ‘righteousness’ (v.5).  If justification was ‘credited’ by works, then God would ‘owe’ the sinner a debt, or a ‘treasury of merit,’ which is unbiblical (v.4).
“righteousness” (Greek: ‘dikaiosynē’ – ‘the condition acceptable to God; the way in which man may attain a state approved of God; correctness of thinking, feeling, & acting’).  Martin Luther referred to this as a “Foreign Righteousness,” because it did not originate inwardly from ourselves, but outwardly from God.  It is God’s righteousness that He ‘credited’ (or ‘imputed’) to us when we believed (Romans 1:17; 3:5,21,22,25,26).
“righteous” (Greek: ‘dikaios’ – ‘righteous; innocent, guiltless; thinking, feeling, & acting conformed to the will of God; approved or acceptable to God; passing just judgment’).
When Paul stated faith was ‘credited to Abraham as righteousness’ (Romans 4:9), he asked ‘how’ was is credited: when he was circumcised or uncircumcised? When he was uncircumcised (v.10).  When God promised Abraham heirs, even though he was childless, Abraham assumed it would be through his servant Eliezer of Damascus (Genesis 15:2-3).  But God promised it would be from Abraham’s own body his heir & descendants would come (v.4-5), Abraham “believed in the LORD; and He ‘reckoned’ [credited, imputed] it to him as righteousness” (v.6).  This occurred several years before Abraham was circumcised, which God stated was merely a ‘sign’ of their covenant between them (Genesis 17:11; Romans 4:11).  The same faith ‘alone’ that was credited to Abraham by God is also credited to all those who believe in God who raised Jesus from the dead (Romans 4:22-24), which resulted in our justification (v.25).
Wasn’t Abraham also justified by works & not by faith ‘alone’ (James 2:21-24)?
James is referring to a later event when God tested Abraham’s faith several years after God justified him by faith & credited His righteousness to him (Genesis 22:1).  God commanded Abraham to take his son & sacrifice him (v.2), and he took two young men with him (v.3).  After they all “saw the place from a distance” (v.4), Abraham went with Isaac to sacrifice him.  After God stopped him, because Abraham believed God & passed the test of the faith God ‘credited’ him years earlier (v.12), they returned to the two young men (v.19).  When James said Abraham was “justified by works when he offered up Isaac” (James 2:21), Abraham was demonstrating his faith BY his works to God & the two young men (v.18).  But Abraham had been justified by faith ‘alone’ years earlier before he was circumcised, when he believed God when He said Abraham’s heir would be from his own loins (Genesis 15:4-6; 17:11; Romans 4:3-5,9-11).  Because people cannot ‘see’ our invisible faith like Jesus can (Mark 2:5), Abraham demonstrated his faith to God and the two young men by his works (James 2:18,21), which validated his faith was ‘alive’ & not ‘dead’ (v.17,26).
Although Rahab the harlot was justified by demonstrating her faith by her works by hiding the Jewish spies in her home in Jericho from the authorities (James 2:25; Joshua 2:4,6), her act of lying to the authorities & committing treason (Joshua 2:4-5) was not what justified her.  Rahab verbalized the God of Israel “is the God in heaven above & on earth beneath” (v.11).  Rahab was justified by faith before God, which is why she is named in Jesus’ genealogy (Matthew 1:5) & in Hebrews 11:31: “By faith Rahab the harlot did not perish along with those who were disobedient, after she had welcomed the spies in peace.”  Rahab’s works were justified, because they outwardly demonstrated her faith, which she professed was also alive & also was not “dead” (James 2:17,26).  They were not mere words void of works to back them up.  “That” kind of “faith ‘alone’” (v.24) that does not produce works to justify her faith would be “dead.”
When God justifies us by faith, “we have peace with God” (Romans 5:1) by Christ’s blood (v.9) through His death (v.10), which we “receive reconciliation to God” (v.10-11), Who “reconciled us to Himself” (2 Corinthians 5:18-19).  The “free” gift of the grace of Jesus (Romans 5:15) resulted in our justification (v.16) & God’s “gift of righteousness” (v.17):
“through one act of righteousness [Jesus’ crucifixion] there resulted justification of life to all men” (Romans 5:18), “so grace would reign through righteousness to eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord” (v.21).
“live” (Greek: ‘zaō’ – ‘live endlessly in the kingdom of God’).  When the apostle Paul quoted Habakkuk 2:4 (“the righteous man shall live by faith” – Romans 1:17; Galatians 3:11), he was not merely referring to living a faithful life, but also when God credits His righteousness to us, we will ‘live eternally’ in the kingdom of God, because God justifies us by crediting His righteousness by “faith alone.”
“Man shall not live (‘zaō’) on bread alone, but on every word that proceeds out of the mouth of God.” (Matthew 4:4, cf. Deuteronomy 8:3)
Next Bible study topic: “What is justification & sanctification? (Part 2)”
Next Bible study date:  Saturday, October 26th at 6:30pm.
