Week One-Hundred Five: “The Churches of Revelation (Intro) – Part 2”
Welcome/Prayer

Review of Week 104: “The Churches of Revelation (Intro) – Part 1”
“The Churches of Revelation (Intro) – Part 2”
When the apostle John turned to see the ‘voice’ that was speaking to Him (Revelation 20:12), he saw 7 golden lampstands, which represented the 7 churches of Asia Minor (v.20).  In the middle of the lampstands, he saw ‘one like a son of man’ (v.13).  This is how the prophet Daniel described his vision (Daniel 7:13), which Jesus quoted to describe Himself (Matthew 24:30).  He was ‘clothed in a robe’ (Revelation 1:13), the garment worn by God in Isaiah’s vision (Isaiah 6:1) & worn by a priest in the Old Testament (Exodus 28:4), which the New Testament describes Jesus as our ‘High Priest’ (Hebrew 2:17).  His chest was girded with a ‘golden sash’ (Revelation 1:13), or belt, which was worn by the Old Testament high priest (Leviticus 16:3-4).
John’s vision of the head & hair of this ‘Son of Man’ were ‘white like white wool, like snow’ – a blazing, glowing white light & a picture of His holiness – & His ‘eyes were like a flame of fire’ (Revelation 1:14), which is how Daniel describes God, or the ‘Ancient of Days’ (Daniel 7:9).  This description of His ‘eyes’ describes Christ’s penetrating gaze into the depth of His church in to rebuke & correct them (Revelation 2:8), & foreshadows His righteous judgment at Christ’s return (Revelation 19:11-16, cf. Hebrews 4:12).
His feet were like ‘burnished bronze’ (Revelation 1:15).  In the Tabernacle, the altar of burnt offerings & utensils were made of bronze (Exodus 38:1-7), & the high priest washed his hands in a bronze laver before making the blood sacrifice (Exodus 30:18-21).  This also represents divine judgment, when Christ will chasten His church (Revelation 2:18).  His voice was like the ‘sound of many waters’ (Revelation 1:15), like the sound of waters violently crashing against the rocks on the shore, which is how Ezekiel described God’s voice when He came to destroy the city (Ezekiel 43:2-3).
The 7 ‘stars’ in His ‘right hand’ (Revelation 1:16) represents the 7 ‘angels’ of the 7 churches (v.20).  The ‘right hand’ represents a place of honor (Acts 7:56, cf. Psalm 20:6) & symbolizes His control of the church & its leaders.  Beholding them in His ‘hand’ symbolizes God’s might, possession, activity, & power, and ability to purify the church.  Out of His ‘mouth’ (Greek: ‘edge of a sword’) came a ‘sharp two-edged sword’ (Revelation 1:16), which also described His judgment (2:16, cf. Isaiah 49:2; Hebrews 4:12), & His Second Coming (19:15).  This ‘face’ (‘countenance, outward appearance’)(Revelation 1:16) depicted Christ’s righteous judgment (John 7:24), which was like the ‘sun’ (‘Christ’s dazzling splendor & transcendent glory of His Deity’)(Matthew 13:43) similar to Jesus’ Transfiguration (Matthew 17:2), shining in its ‘strength’ (‘power, excellence of the soul’).
After John experienced all this, he ‘fell at His feet like a dead man’ (Revelation 1:17), as Jesus declared His Deity, ‘I am the first & the last’ (2:8, cf. Isaiah 41:4; 44:6), ‘I was dead, & behold, I am alive forever more’ (cf. 1:5).  Jesus states He still has ‘the keys of death & Hades,’ because He decides who lives & dies, & when (Hebrews 9:27).  When Jesus gave the ‘keys’ to Peter (Matthew 16:19), He indicated their purpose – to ‘bind & loose’ – which was later extended to the rest of the church (Matthew 18:18).  This signified Jesus gave the rest of the church the authority to use these ‘keys.’  When a person declares or rejects that Jesus is ‘the Christ, the Son of the living God’ (Matthew 16:16), the church has the authority to ‘bind or loose’ what already ‘has been bound or loosed in Heaven’ (v.19).  While ‘death’ is the sinner’s condition, ‘Hades’ (Hebrew: ‘Sheol’) is the sinner’s location, the realm of the dead, which will be thrown into the ‘lake of fire’ (ie: Hell)(Revelation 20:14).  Anyone remaining in Hades after standing before God at the Great White Throne judgment (Revelation 20:11) after the ‘second death’ (v.14) will be thrown into the lake of fire (v.15).  Jesus then commanded John to ‘write’ the things which he ‘had seen’ (Revelation Ch.1), the things ‘are’ (Ch. 2 & 3), & the things which ‘will take place after these things’ (Ch.4-22).  

The ‘mystery’ (Greek: ‘mystērion’ – ‘secret will of God, hidden things from the ungodly/wicked, but revealed to the godly’)(Matthew 13:11) of the ‘7 stars’ in His right hand are the ‘angels of the 7 churches,’ & the ‘7 lampstands’ are the ‘7 churches’ (Revelation 1:20, cf. Zechariah 4:2). [See: The Churches of Revelation (Intro) - Part 1].  Jesus commands believers throughout all time periods to be ‘witnesses,’ or ‘lampstands’ (Revelation 11:3-4), so that ‘those who come in may see the light’ (Luke 8:16).  Otherwise, Jesus may ‘remove’ our lampstand from our church, like He warned the church at Ephesus if they did not repent (Revelation 2:5).
‘star’ (Greek: ‘astēr’ – ‘Jewish believing leaders’)(Revelation 2:1,8,12,18; 3:1,7,14).  These particular ‘angels’ (‘messengers’) in these 7 specific churches are the pastor-elders of these churches, not winged, spiritual heavenly beings, since Jesus gives them rebukes & commands to correct problems in these churches.  For example, the ‘woman’ in Heaven adorned with the ‘sun, moon, & 12 stars’ who was ‘with child’ (Revelation 12:1-2) & ‘gave birth to a son, a male child’ (v.5), who this same ‘woman’ is later persecuted by the Devil (v.13, cf. v.9), is Israel (cf. Genesis 37:9-10).  The prophet Isaiah describes the nation of Israel as the ‘pregnant woman approaches the time to give birth, she writhes & cries out in her labor pain…. We were pregnant, we writhed in labor, we gave birth’ (Isaiah 26:15-18).  John describes Jesus as ‘the Lion that is from the tribe of Judah’ (Revelation 5:5), which was one of the 12 tribes of Israel (Exodus 35:30) & one of the 12 sons of Jacob/Israel (Genesis 29:35).
Next Bible study topic: “The Seven Churches of Revelation: Ephesus – the Loveless Church”
Next Bible study date:  Saturday, April 18th at 6:30pm.
