Week Thirty Four – “What happens to young children, babies, & infants in the womb who die without baptism?” (Part 3)

Welcome/Prayer

Review of Week 33: “What is the purpose & importance of baptism?  Does water baptism ‘save’ a person?” (Part 2)

Since Jesus was sinless (2 Corinthians 5:21), the purpose of His baptism was to ‘identify’ with sinners, whose sins He would bear, so that we could bear His righteousness, just as we identify with Him through baptism (Romans 6:1-8), after we accept Him as Lord & Savior.  Full-body immersion is described in Jesus’ baptism (Matthew 3:16).  Jesus assured ‘Paradise’ to the unbaptized thief on the cross (Luke 23:39-43).  Paul affirms that water baptism does not save a person by not baptizing everyone (1 Corinthians 1:14), except for the ‘able’ & ‘devoted’ Stephanas family (1 Corinthians 1:16; 16:15).  Simon the sorcerer ‘may’ have ended up in hell, despite being baptized (Acts 8:9,13), & Judas ended up in hell, ‘if’ & despite being baptized (Acts 1:20,25).  Since salvation cannot be lost (John 3:16; 10:27-29; Romans 8:38-39), & ‘if’ water baptism did save, then that would mean that EVERYONE who was ever baptized would end up in heaven, which contradicts Scripture, such as people who ‘walk away’ from Christianity, who, like the Pharisees who ‘blasphemed the Holy Spirit’ (Matthew 12:31-32), were never truly saved to begin with (1 John 2:19).  Simon the sorcerer (Acts 8:12-13), Lydia (Acts 16:14-15), Paul & Silas’ jailor & his household (Acts 16:27-34), & the Ethiopian eunich (Acts 8:25-40) were ALL baptized after they believed.  Passages like Acts 2:38; 22:16; Galatians 3:27; & 1 Peter 3:21 tell us that it is not water baptism that saves a person, but rather the ‘baptism into Jesus Christ,’ which occurs after a person believes & repents, & that water baptism is merely an ‘antitype’ – an earthly ‘expression’ of a spiritual reality – of salvation (1 Peter 3:21).

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

“What happens to young children, babies, & infants in the womb who die without baptism?”(Part 3)
There is no one ‘exact’ quote that tells us where ALL young children, babies, & infants in the womb, who haven’t been baptized, go when they die.  Scripture tells us that to be ‘absent from the body is to be at home with the Lord’ (2 Corinthians 5:8) & ‘to die once and after this comes judgment’ (Hebrews 9:27).  Therefore, instead of relying on church tradition, or our emotions, feelings, or our heart which is “desperately wicked’ (Jeremiah 17:9) to decide where they end up, the Bible does reveal this to us by studying numerous passages of Scripture.

Young children, babies, & infants in the womb are under an ‘age of accountability,’ because they don’t have the ability yet to know the difference between ‘right & wrong’ (Isaiah 7:15-16; Deuteronomy 1:39).  However, the Bible also tells us that they have been sinful since conception (Psalm 51:4-5), just as everyone else who has ever lived (Psalm 53:1-3; Romans 3:10-12,23), with the One exception of Jesus (2 Corinthians 5:21), because He was God in the flesh (John 1:1,14).  The Apostle Paul tells us ‘in evil, be ‘infants’’ (Greek: ‘paidion’ – ‘infants, just recently born, childlike’) (1 Corinthians 14:20).  Although these young children are sinful, they are also ‘innocent’ (Hebrew: ‘naqiy’ – ‘free from guilt, punishment, & obligations’) in a way that we aren’t (Psalm 106:35-38).

Can young children & infants enter Heaven?
Jesus tells us that we should be like ‘children’ (‘paidion’) in order to enter the kingdom of Heaven (Matthew 18:1-4; 19:14).  By Jesus saying that we can get into Heaven, because we share this ‘childlike faith’ with them, then if these children died then, they could also get into Heaven, because they share the same faith that we do to get into Heaven – humble with sincere hearts, weak & dependent, with no status or influence, & no achievements & no accomplishments to offer or commend ourselves with.  Jesus goes on to say that ‘babies’ (NASB) / ‘infants’ (NKJV) (Greek: ‘brephos’ – unborn child, new-born child) can also enter Heaven, & that we are to ‘receive the kingdom of God like a child’ (‘paidion’) (Luke 18:15-17).  Jesus also states that His disciples’ ‘names are recorded in Heaven’ (Luke 10:20), because like ‘infants’ (Greek: ‘nēpios’ – ‘an infant, little child, a minor, not of age, childlike, untaught, unskilled), God has revealed His truth to them (Luke 10:21).  Therefore, infants, who die without baptism, can receive this same ‘revelation’ from God that their names are also recorded in Heaven.

Can the Holy Spirit enter a fetus & if he or she dies in the womb, can he or she go to Heaven?
Gabriel, an angel of the Lord, revealed to Zacharias that his wife, Elizabeth, would bear a son, John the Baptist, who would ‘be filled with the Holy Spirit while yet in his mother’s womb’ (Luke 1:13-15,41).  If a person has the Holy Spirit indwelling in them, they are part of the Church (Acts 2:1-4).  Therefore, if an infant in the womb has the Holy Spirit indwelling in them & they are part of the Church, if the infant dies in the womb, they go to Heaven, along with the rest of the Church who have died ‘in Christ.’  Job states that the ‘miscarriage’ (Hebrew: ‘nephel’ – ‘untimely birth, abortion, stillborn’) of ‘infants’ (Hebrew: ‘`owlel’ – ‘child, boy’) in the womb will be ‘at rest’ (Job 3:16-17).  However, once a child is born & has reached the ‘age of accountability’ & have the ability to reject Jesus, like the Pharisees did (Matthew 12:22-32), they also reject the Holy Spirit, or like Simon the Sorcerer, who’s ‘faith’ wasn’t genuine, didn’t receive the Holy Spirit (Acts 8:16-21).  This Biblical truth contradicts the personal, religious beliefs of the early Roman church father, Augustine (354-430 A.D.), who believed that the fetus doesn’t possess a soul until ’40 days for males, & 90 days for females’:

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Augustine#Abortion_and_ensoulment

Can a newborn baby ‘desire’ to know God’s Word?
Everything God created has a natural ‘desire’ (‘epipotheō’ – ‘long for/after, pursue with love’) to be obedient to God & they do exactly what God created them to do (Psalm 19:1-4), including ‘newborn babies’ (‘brephos’) (1 Peter 2:2).  However, once a child reaches the ‘age of accountability,’ they can ‘choose’ to be disobedient to God, including the choice to reject Jesus as Lord & Savior.  Although it is sin that separates us from God, it is this ‘active disbelief’ (‘apisteō’ – ‘to betray a trust, be unfaithful’) that condemns us (Mark 16:16b; Genesis 2:16-17; 3:17; John 3:17-18).  However, children under the ‘age of accountability’ don’t have the ability to ‘actively disbelieve’ in Jesus.  Jesus told His disciples to ‘have faith the size of a mustard seed…& nothing will be impossible for you’ (Matthew 17:20), because a mustard seed also does not have the ability to ‘actively disbelieve’ in Jesus, but naturally ‘desires’ to do what God created it to do.

Are there examples of an infant not being baptized or circumcised, yet end up in Heaven?
King David’s firstborn son died when he was seven days old (2 Samuel 12:18).  Although circumcision was an Old Covenant ‘sign’ between God & man, which didn’t occur until the eighth day (Genesis 17:10-12), Scripture tells us that not only is King David in Heaven (Psalm 16:10-11; 23:6; Hebrews 11:1,31-34,39-40), but that King David was assured that his son was in Heaven by stating, ‘I will go to HIM’ (2 Samuel 12:23), after his son died.

Do babies need a Savior?  If so, when do they get ‘saved’ if they die without baptism?
Paul tells us that EVERYONE who was born under the Law needs a Savior for the redemption of the forgiveness of sins, including Mary the mother of Jesus (Galatians 4:4-5; Colossians 1:13-14), who also admitted her need for a Savior while she was pregnant with Jesus (Luke 1:46-47).  This ‘everyone’ who needs a Savior, would also include children under the ‘age of accountability.’  God made King David ‘trust Him’ at birth & ‘been my God from my mother’s womb’ (Psalm 22:8-10; 139:13-16), & God told Jeremiah, ‘before I formed you in the womb, I knew you’ (Jeremiah 1:4-5).  God has ‘predestined’ His ‘elect’ ‘before the foundation of the world’ (Ephesians 1:4-5), which includes all those who are under the ‘age of accountability,’ both inside & outside the womb.  This is because God has reconciled not only ‘US’ to Himself (i.e.: those of us who have the ‘ability’ to believe in Jesus – John 3:16) (2 Corinthians 5:18), but also the ‘world’ (Greek: ‘kosmos’ – ‘a collection of ‘particulars’ of any sort of the human inhabitants of the earth’ – i.e.: the ‘elect,’ which includes children who don’t have that ‘ability’ yet) (2 Corinthians 5:19).  Therefore, salvation isn’t anything we, or anyone else, has to ‘do,’ because God chooses US, rather than us ‘seeking God’ (Romans 3:11; Psalm 53:2-3).  ‘The blood of Jesus cleanses us from all sin’ (1 John 1:7), which includes babies, because babies have sinned (1 John 1:8-10).  The Apostle John compares ‘genuine’ believers not only as ‘LITTLE children’ (Greek: ‘teknion’ – ‘address by teachers to their disciples, children who have a basic awareness of God’), whose ‘sins have been forgiven (1 John 2:12), but also merely as ‘children’ (Greek: ‘paidion’ – ‘infants, just recently born, childlike’), who ‘know the Father’ (1 John 2:13).  Just as ‘genuine’ believers are forgiven of their sins, since they ‘know the Father,’ & because they are compared to ‘little children,’ therefore, little children who are under the ‘age of accountability’ are forgiven of their sins, since they ‘know the Father,’ because of their comparison to ‘genuine’ believers, & would merit Heaven if they died without baptism.

Are there any examples in the Bible of ‘specific’ young children, babies, or infants in the womb who die & are in Hell?

No.  There is not even ONE passage of Scripture that reveals ‘specific’ young children, babies, nor infants in the womb, who died & ended up in Hell.  As this article & Scripture demonstrates, every young child, baby, or infant in the womb who died, ended up in Heaven, or is promised Heaven BECAUSE OF their ‘childlike faith,’ & God has NEVER broken a promise (2 Chronicles 1:9; Acts 2:33; 7:17; 13:23).  Furthermore, the Apostle Paul warns us not to ‘exceed [‘think beyond’ (NKJV)] what is written’ (1 Corinthians 4:6).  Although there is no ‘specific’ passage of Scripture that states ‘ALL babies go to Heaven,’ there is also no ‘specific’ passage of Scripture which states, “And Jesus said, ‘I am God.’”  However, by looking at numerous passages of Scripture TOGETHER, it is clear that Jesus IS indeed God (Matthew 28:19; Exodus 3:14-15; John 8:58-59; 10:30-33; 20:27-28; Colossians 2:8-9; Philippians 2:5-6, etc.)  Furthermore, a Christian’s ‘faith comes from hearing, & hearing by the word of Christ (i.e.: Scripture)’ (Romans 10:17).  Therefore, there is no Biblical reason to believe that young children, babies, or infants in the womb who die, without baptism or who lack the ability to accept Jesus as Lord & Savior, will end up Hell, since ALL Scripture is ‘Inspired’ (‘God-breathed’) (2 Timothy 3:16), ‘which is able to give you wisdom that leads to salvation’ (2 Timothy 3:15).

Why is this Biblical truth that infant baptism is NOT required for salvation important?
Many Christians fear what will happen to their children who might die, before they live to the ‘age of accountability,’ because they are unaware, or untaught, of what Scripture reveals about the Heavenly promises of young children, babies, & infants in the womb who die.  As a result of that lack on knowledge, & out of love for their children, their church leaders instruct them to baptize their infants to save them.  However, the purpose of water baptism is not salvation, but rather a public ‘identification’ with Jesus’ death & resurrection (Romans 6:1-8; see also Baptism handouts – Parts 1 & 2), after they have accepted Jesus as their Lord & Savior.  The ritual of water baptism is a ‘work’ we must do to infants, in order to ‘earn’ them salvation, & not a means of ‘grace’ (‘unearned, unmerited favor’).  The Gospel truth is that Jesus came into the world & died on a cross to save sinners by His grace & not of ourselves or of our ‘works’ (Ephesians 2:8-9), which He declared just before He died when He said, ‘IT IS FINISHED!’  Sadly, over the centuries, some Christians have come up with ‘theories’ like ‘limbo’ for a place where unbaptized babies go, because they ‘neither merit the beatific vision, nor yet are subjected to any punishment, because they are not guilty of any personal sin’:

http://www.vatican.va/roman_curia/congregations/cfaith/cti_documents/rc_con_cfaith_doc_20070419_un-baptised-infants_en.html

However, this clearly contradicts the words of Jesus who tells us that there are only TWO destinations after death – Heaven or Hell (Matthew 7:13-14).  Other churches place the responsibility on the parents to be the ‘savior’ of their children, believing that Jesus’ death & resurrection wasn’t enough for the payment of their sins, by performing the ‘work’ of water baptism:

http://www.lcms.org/pages/internal.asp?NavID=2668

Although they may believe that God can save children, who haven’t been baptized, that belief actually negates the necessity of baptism for salvation, & puts the responsibility of salvation on the parents, rather than on God, Who is the One Who actually does the saving.  As previously mentioned, it is GOD Who reconciles the world (including babies) to Himself (2 Corinthians 5:18-19) – not us, nor our parents.  Furthermore, if infant baptism is required for salvation, then EVERYONE would have to be baptized, or they would end up in Hell, because Jesus said, ‘unless one is born again he cannot see the kingdom of God…you must be born again’ (John 3:3,7) (See also ‘Born Again’ handout).

The most important reason to not believe that infant baptism is required for salvation, & that ALL children under the ‘age of accountability’ who die WILL go to Heaven, is that if we believe that infant baptism is necessary for salvation, then we are believing in a ‘different gospel’ of salvation – water baptism.  The Apostle Paul warns us “if any man is preaching to you a ‘different gospel’ contrary to what you received, he is to be accursed“ (Greek: ‘anathema’ – ‘devoting someone to destruction in ETERNAL HELL) (Galatians 1:6-9).  Eternity in hell is a LONG time to be wrong about salvation.

Next Bible study review:  DVD clips from the films ‘The Gospel of John,’ ‘Matthew,’ ‘Acts,’ ‘Luther,’ ‘God’s Outlaw: the story of William Tyndale,’ & TV interviews with John MacArthur, on the Biblical concepts of being ‘born again,’ the importance & purpose of baptism, the Deity of Christ, & the fate of children who die without baptism / Movie:  “The Passion of the Christ”

Bible study review date:  Saturday, April 30th at 6:30pm
Next Bible study topic:  “How did Jesus fulfill the Old Testament Jewish feasts with His death & resurrection?”

Bible study topic date:  Saturday, May 14th at 6:30pm
Prayer/Praise

Concluding prayer

