Week Thirty Five – “How did Jesus fulfill the Old Testament Jewish spring feasts?” (Part 1)

Welcome/Prayer

Review of Week 34: “What is the purpose & importance of baptism?  Does water baptism ‘save’ a person?” (Part 3 – ‘What happens to young children, babies, & infants in the womb who die without baptism?’)

Young children, babies, & infants in the womb are under an ‘age of accountability’ to reject Jesus as Lord & Savior (Isaiah 7:15-16; Deuteronomy 1:39; Mark 16:16b; John 3:18b).  Although they have been sinful since conception (Psalm 51:4-5), they are also ‘innocent’ in a way that we aren’t (Psalm 106:35-38).  Jesus tells us that we should be like ‘children’ in order to enter the kingdom of Heaven (Matthew 18:1-4; 19:14), & that ‘babies’ (NASB) / ‘infants’ (NKJV) can also enter Heaven, who ‘have the faith of a mustard seed’ (Luke 18:15-17; 10:20; Matthew 17:20), & Peter states that ‘newborn babies’ can ‘desire’ God’s Word (1 Peter 2:2).  John the Baptist was ‘filled with the Holy Spirit while yet in his mother’s womb’ (Luke 1:13-15,41), & Job stated that a ‘miscarriage’ in the womb will be ‘at rest’ (Job 3:16-17).  Even though David’s seven day old son died (2 Samuel 12:18), before he could be circumcised on the eighth day, he knew he would see him again in Heaven (2 Samuel 12:23; Psalm 16:10-11; 23:6; Hebrews 11:1,31-34,39-40).  God reconciles ALL of His ‘elect’ to Himself, because he knew us before He ‘formed us in the womb’ (Jeremiah 1:4-5; Psalm 22:8-10; 2 Corinthians 5:18), including ‘LITTLE children,’ whose sins have been forgiven’ (1 John 2:12-13).  There are NO passages of Scripture that reveals ‘specific’ young children, babies, nor infants in the womb, who died & ended up in Hell.  Therefore, the ‘gospel’ of infant baptism for salvation is NOT Biblical, otherwise EVERYONE would have to be baptized, or they would end up in Hell (John 3:3,7).  Furthermore, Paul warns us “if any man is preaching to you a ‘different gospel,’ contrary to what you received, he is to be accursed! (i.e.: ‘devoting someone to destruction in ETERNAL HELL (Galatians 1:6-9).
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

“How did Jesus fulfill the Old Testament Jewish spring feasts?” (Part 1)
Jesus told His disciples that everything that is written in the Old Testament is about Him (Luke 24:25-27,44-45; John 1:45; 5:45-46), including the ‘Law of Moses’ (the Torah) which He came to ‘fulfill’ (Matthew 5:17-18), which consists of the Old Testament Jewish feasts.

What is a Jewish ‘feast’?

Old Testament Jewish ‘feasts’ were commemorations instructed by God to the Israelites to celebrate during an ‘appointed time’ (Hebrew: ‘mow`ed’ – ‘appointed time/season, set feast’) (Leviticus 23:1-4).

What is the feast of ‘Passover’?
The feast of ‘Passover’ (Hebrew: ‘pecach’) commemorated God’s deliverance of Israel from Egypt.  The Passover sacrifice was initiated on the 14th day of the month of the Jewish calendar [Nisan 14 – March/April] of the Jewish New Year (Leviticus 23:5; Exodus 12:1).  The sacrifice had to be a male, unblemished lamb from their father’s household, which started at ‘twilight’ (6pm) on the first day of Unleavened Bread (Exodus 12:3-6; Leviticus 23:6).  The blood of the lamb had to be placed on the doorposts, the lamb had to be eaten with Unleavened Bread, & the body had to be disposed of by morning (12am) (Exodus 12:7-10,29).  [Note: during Jesus’ day, when Passover fell on a Friday, the lamb was sacrificed at 3pm (‘the 9th hour’) & the corpse had to be disposed of by 6pm, because no work could be done on the Sabbath.]  The blood on the doorposts was a ‘sign’ for God to ‘pass over’ those specific households in Egypt & not strike down the firstborn in them (Exodus 12:11-13,23-29).  This was in response to Pharaoh murdering all the newborn Jewish males (Exodus 1:15-22).  For God will not allow His chosen people to die in vain – He WILL avenge them! (Revelation 6:9-11).  Prior to Israel’s departure, DARKNESS was over the land of Egypt for 3 days (Exodus 10:21-22).

How did Jesus ‘fulfill’ the feast of Passover?
Jesus celebrated the Passover meal with His disciples on the 1st Day of Unleavened Bread on Thursday evening (i.e.: the Last Supper) (Matthew 26:17-19) & also died as our ‘sacrificial Passover lamb’ (1 Corinthians 5:7) at 3pm (‘the 9th hour’) (Matthew 26:45-50).  Unlike the Old Testament Passover lambs that merely ‘covered’ sin, Jesus was our ‘male, unblemished sacrificial Lamb’ from His ‘Father’s household’ (John 14:2), Who actually ‘took away our sin’ (John 1:29,36; Revelation 5:6), by actually BECOMING ‘sin’ for us! (2 Corinthians 5:21).  On the day Jesus died, DARKNESS was over Jerusalem for 3 hours (Matthew 27:45) & after His death, He was in the grave for 3 days (1 Corinthians 15:4).

How could Jesus celebrate Passover with His disciples on Thursday evening & still be our ‘sacrificial Lamb’ on ‘Preparation Day’ on Friday afternoon?  (John 19:14-16)

Northern Palestinian Jews (Galileans - which included Jesus & all His disciples, except Judas - & the Pharisees) calculated days from sunrise to sunrise (6am to 6am), while Southern Palestinian Jews (Priests, Sadducees, & Jews in Jerusalem) calculated days from sunset to sunset (6pm to 6pm).  Therefore, Jesus, being a Northern Palestinian Jew could prepare & celebrate the Passover meal with His disciples on Thursday, and still be our sacrificial ‘Passover Lamb’ in Jerusalem on Friday, [The Gospel of John, Interpretive Challenges: John MacArthur Study Bible (NKJV), p. 1571.]  Jesus’ crucifixion started on Friday at ‘the 3rd hour’ (9am) (Mark 15:25) & died at the ‘9th hour’ (3pm) (Matthew 27:45) – right at the exact moment that the Jews in Jerusalem were sacrificing the Passover lamb!

What is the feast of ‘Unleavened Bread’?
The feast of ‘Unleavened Bread’ (Hebrew: ‘matstsah’ – ‘bread or cake without leaven’) was a REMEMBRANCE commemorating Israel’s ‘hurried’ departure from Egypt & their associated hardships, cruelty, & slavery (Exodus 1:8-14; 5:6-14; 12:17; 13:3,8-9).  ‘Leaven’ (Hebrew: ‘chamets’ – ‘sour, embittered; ruthless, cruel, oppress; symbol of evil / the bitterness of slavery.’) (1 Corinthians 5:6,8).  The feast was celebrated on the 15th Day of the Jewish Calendar & was eaten from the 1st Day of Unleavened Bread to the 7th day [Nisan 15-21 – March/April] of the Jewish New Year (Exodus 13:6-7; Leviticus 23:6), which began on the 14th day of the month at evening (just before 6pm) (Exodus 12:18).  No ‘laborious work’ was to be done on the 1st & 7th Days of Unleavened Bread (Exodus 12:16; Leviticus 23:7-9), & any leaven found in the houses need to be removed & not eaten during those 7 days (Exodus 12:15,19-20; 13:7).  

How did Jesus ‘fulfill’ the feast of Unleavened Bread?
Jesus fulfilled the feast of Unleavened Bread by living a completely sinless (‘unleavened’) life in a body of flesh (John 1:14) & became sin for us (2 Corinthians 5:21), Who His Father could not look on (Psalm 22:1-2; Matthew 27:46), which we celebrate as a REMEMBRANCE during communion (Luke 22:19; 1 Corinthians 11:23-26), that He made us ‘unleavened’ (1 Corinthians 5:8), by accepting God’s wrath for us.  Jesus is the ‘Unleavened,’ Living Bread of Life (John 6:35,48,51) Who grants eternal life to all those who believe in Him & His words of His ‘finished’ work on the cross (John 3:16; 6:29,33,35,40,47,68; 19:28-30), by calling upon His Name (Romans 10:13).

Is Jesus’ actual, ‘physical’ body & blood present in the bread & wine?
In John 6:50-57, Jesus is not talking about eating His ‘actual,’ physical body or drinking His ‘actual,’ physical blood, ‘not as the fathers ate & died’ (John 6:49,58), but rather the words that Jesus was referring to was ‘spiritual’ bread (John 6:63).  Since Jesus’ body hadn’t been broken & His blood hadn’t been spilled yet, He couldn’t offer them His actual body & blood at that time.  At the Last Supper (Matthew 26:26-29), being not only fully God, but also fully man (John 1:1,14), Jesus couldn’t be fully intact and in the bread & wine at the same time.  Also, when Jesus says ‘for this is My blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for many ‘for’ (Greek: ‘eis’ – ‘because of’ – NOT ‘in order to receive’) forgiveness of sins’ (Matthew 26:28), Jesus is not saying that drinking the wine grants salvation, but rather we drink the wine ‘because’ it is in REMEMBRANCE of the work Jesus did for us, just as the Israelites celebrated the Feast of Unleavened Bread in REMEMBRANCE of God’s hurried departure from Egypt & their associated hardships, cruelty, & slavery.  Lastly, Jesus being God (John 1:1) is omnipresent – meaning that He is everywhere & that there is no place where He is not at.  The belief that the bread & wine ‘turn into’ the ‘actual,’ physical body & blood of Jesus at communion (i.e.: transubstantiation), is to believe that Jesus is not omnipresent.  Furthermore, Jesus told His disciples that He would not be with them again, until He was with them in His Father’s kingdom (Matthew 26:29), & that He would have to leave (physically) before the Father could send ‘the Helper’ (the Holy Spirit) to them (John 14:3,16,26).  Although Jesus is always with us ‘spiritually’ (Matthew 28:20), He is not with us ‘physically,’ because He is in His glorified state in heaven at the ‘right hand of God’ (Acts 7:56).

Where did the belief that eating Jesus’ actual, ‘physical’ body & blood originate, then?
Mithraism was a religion in the Roman Empire in the 1st through 5th centuries A.D. It was very popular among the Romans, especially among Roman soldiers, and was possibly the religion of several Roman emperors. While Mithraism was never given “official” status in the Roman empire, it was the de-facto official religion until Constantine and succeeding Roman emperors replaced Mithraism with Christianity. One of the key features of Mithraism was a sacrificial meal, which involved eating the flesh and drinking the blood of a bull. Mithras, the god of Mithraism, was “present” in the flesh and blood of the bull, and when consumed, granted salvation to those who partook of the sacrificial meal (theophagy, the eating of one’s god).  Constantine and his successors found an easy substitute for the sacrificial meal of Mithraism in the concept of the Lord’s Supper / Christian Communion.  Sadly, some early Christians had already begun to attach mysticism to the Lord’s Supper, rejecting the Biblical concept of a simple and worshipful REMEMBRANCE of Christ’s death and shed blood. The Romanization of the Lord’s Supper made the transition to a sacrificial consumption of Jesus Christ complete, making it both a thing to be worshiped & also a means to salvation:

http://www.gotquestions.org/origin-Catholic-church.html

Next Bible study topic:  “How did Jesus fulfill the Old Testament Jewish feasts with His death & resurrection?” (Part 2)

Next Bible study:  Saturday, June 18th at 6:30pm
Prayer/Praise

Concluding prayer

