Week Thirty Six – “How did Jesus fulfill the Old Testament Jewish spring feasts?” (Part 2)

Welcome/Prayer

Review of Week 35: “How did Jesus fulfill the Old Testament Jewish spring feasts?” (Part 1)

The feast of ‘Passover’ commemorated God’s deliverance of Israel from Egypt & involved sacrificing a male, unblemished lamb from the father’s household on the 1st day of Unleavened Bread (Exodus 12:3-6; Leviticus 23:6).  The lamb had to be eaten with Unleavened Bread, the body had to be disposed by morning, & the blood had to be placed on the doorposts (Exodus 12:7-10,29), which was a ‘sign’ for God to ‘pass over’ those specific households in Egypt (Exodus 12:11-13,23-29).  Jesus was sacrificed as our male, unblemished ‘Passover’ Lamb (Matthew 26:45-50; 1 Corinthians 5:7) from His Father’s household (John 14:2), Whose blood was shed on our behalf for the forgiveness of our sins (Ephesians 1:7; Revelation 1:5).  The seven day feast of Unleavened Bread commemorated Israel’s ‘hurried’ departure from Egypt & their associated cruelties.  It contained no ‘leaven’ (‘a symbol of evil’) (1 Corinthians 5:6,8), nor could any leaven be eaten or be in the houses during that time (Exodus 12:15,19-20; 13:7).  Jesus, Who led a completely sinless (‘unleavened’) life in a body of flesh (John 1:1,14), became sin for us (2 Corinthians 5:21), Who made us ‘unleavened’ (1 Corinthians 5:7).  Jesus is the ‘Unleavened,’ Living Bread of Life (John 6:35,48,51) Who grants eternal life to all those who believe in Him & His words of His ‘finished’ work on the cross (John 3:16; 6:29,33,35,40,47,68; 19:28-30), by calling upon His Name (Romans 10:13).
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

“How did Jesus fulfill the Old Testament Jewish spring feasts?” (Part 2)
What is the feast of ‘First Fruits’?
The feast of ‘First Fruits’ (Hebrew: ‘re'shiyth’ – ‘chief, first, best’ / ‘aparche’ – ‘chief, principle part/the earliest ripe of the crop or of the tree’) was a one-day event, which occurred on the 3rd day of Passover, on the 16th day of the month of the Jewish calendar [Nisan 16 – March/April] of the Jewish New Year.  This feast occurred the day after the Sabbath, which involved a male lamb without defect (Leviticus 23:9-12).  It symbolized an offering of the consecration (set) of their first, or the best, of their harvest to God, with a pledge from God of the whole harvest to come (Exodus 22:29; 23:19; Numbers 18:12; Proverbs 3:9).

How did Jesus ‘fulfill’ the feast of ‘First Fruits’?
Jesus was the ‘first of first fruits’ (Ezekiel 44:30) Who was resurrected bodily from the dead (1 Corinthians 15:20-23), followed later by ‘those who are Christ’s at His Coming’ (v.23; 16:15).  Jesus’ resurrection was a guarantee to every genuine Christian that they will also be resurrected, which occurred/will occur in 3 stages:  the resurrection of the Jerusalem saints after Jesus’ death (Matthew 27:52-53), the Church at the Rapture (1 Thessalonians 4:16), & then the Old Testament saints & Tribulation martyrs after the 7 year Tribulation (Daniel 12:1-2; Revelation 20:4).  Jesus made us ‘first fruits’ by the ‘word of truth (i.e.: Scripture) (James 1:18), & adopted us as His sons (Romans 8:23), who were ‘purchased’ from among men to God (Revelation 14:4).  Just as a tree is known by its fruit, so is a child of God known by their works (Luke 6:43-45; James 2:18,26).

What is the feast of ‘Harvest’ (or ‘Weeks’)?
The feast of ‘Harvest’ (Hebrew: ‘qatsiyr’ - ‘crop, what is harvested or reaped’), or the feast of ‘Weeks’ (‘shabuwa`’ – ‘heptad, period of seven’), was a one-day event, which was determined by counting from the day after the Sabbath, 50 days to the day after the 7th Sabbath [Siran 6 – May/June] (Leviticus 23:10,15-16).  Bread was involved in this feast, along with seven, unblemished, male lambs for the ‘atonement’ (Hebrew: ‘kaphar’ – ‘to cover, make reconciliation for sin’) of Israel, which later in the feast, also included two male lambs (Leviticus 23:18-20; Numbers 28:26-31).  This “’day’ of first fruits’ was a celebration of God’s fulfilled promise to the Israelites of the rest of the harvest that came, because of their faithfulness & trust in God, by offering their ‘first fruits’ to them earlier in the season.

How did Jesus fulfill the feast of ‘Harvest’ (or ‘Weeks’)?
During ‘Pentecost’ (Greek: ‘pentēkostē’ – ‘Jewish feast celebrated yearly in Jerusalem, the 7th week after the Passover, in grateful recognition of the harvest), the Church was established in Jerusalem, 50 days after Jesus (the ‘Passover Lamb’) was killed (Acts 2:1-5), as they were ‘filled (‘baptized’) with the Holy Spirit’ (Acts 1:2-5).  This ‘baptism of the Holy Spirit’ was promised by Jesus (John 15:26;16:7), which we receive reconciliation (‘atonement’) through Jesus Christ (Romans 5:10-11), when we become part of the Church after we have put our faith & trust in the ‘Lamb of God Who takes away the sin of the world’ (John 1:29,36).  Jesus was the ‘Bread of Life’ (John 6:35,48), Who was God in the flesh (John 1:1,14).  The Holy Spirit, Who is the same God as Jesus the ‘Lamb’ (Matthew 28:19), is referred to as ‘Seven Spirits’ (Revelation 1:4), & the Church, Who are types of ‘first fruits’ like the ‘Lamb,’ are ‘neither Jew nor Greek’ (Galatians 3:28), but rather two ‘lambs’ of the same ‘fruit.’  Jesus, our unblemished, male Lamb, made it possible to ‘reconcile’ (‘atone’) the Church to Himself by becoming sin for us (2 Corinthians 5:17-21).

How do we determine when Easter (‘Feast of First Fruits’) & Pentecost (‘Feast of Harvest’) fall & how are they different than how the Jews determined them?  What are the origins of Easter?
Today, the date of Easter (‘Feast of First Fruits’) falls on the 1st Sunday after the 1st full moon after the vernal equinox.  This year, Easter was observed on April 24th, 2011 – 2 days after ‘Good Friday’ (April 22nd).  However, the ‘officially’ observed ‘Feast of First Fruits’ actually fell on April 21st, based on the Jewish observance of Passover (April 19th, 2011).  Although Pentecost was celebrated on June 12th, 2011, the ‘official’ day of Pentecost (‘Feast of Harvest’) fell on June 9th.  Unfortunately, due to a mistranslation of the King James Bible (Acts 12:4), Passover & Easter do not fall on the same day, nor do the Passover & Easter ‘seasons’ run the same period of time.  This confusion came from the Medieval Church assimilating the pagan, fertility goddess of spring of the Saxons of Northern Europe, Eastre (or Eostre), which was a rabbit - which involved many evil rituals - into the Church:

http://www.gotquestions.org/easter-origins.html

http://www.gotquestions.org/easter-bunny-eggs.html

However, whether Christians call it “Easter,” “Feast of First Fruits,” “Resurrection Sunday,” or something else, the important thing to remember, is that our primary focus & time of that day should be in celebrating the resurrection of our Lord, because the ‘substance’ of the day ‘belongs to Christ’ (Colossians 2:16-17), rather than our primary focus & time being on the Easter Bunny & Easter eggs.

Next Bible study topic:  “What is sin & how does it affect our relationship with God?”

Next Bible study:  Sometime in August
Prayer/Praise

Concluding prayer                        (Happy Independence Day!)
