Week Thirty Seven – “What is sin, & how has our sin separated us from God?”

Welcome/Prayer

Review of Week 36: “How did Jesus fulfill the Old Testament Jewish spring feasts?” (Part 2)

The feast of ‘First Fruits’ occurred the day after the Sabbath, involving a male lamb without defect (Leviticus 23:9-12), which symbolized an offering of the first of their harvest to God, with a pledge from God of the whole harvest to come (Exodus 22:29; 23:19; Numbers 18:12; Proverbs 3:9).  Jesus, the male unblemished Lamb (Matthew 26:45-50; 1 Corinthians 5:7), was the ‘first of first fruits’ (Ezekiel 44:30) resurrected bodily from the dead (1 Corinthians 15:20-23), Who made us ‘first fruits’ by the ‘word of truth’ (i.e.: Scripture) (James 1:18).  The feast of ‘Harvest,’ or ‘Weeks,’ was determined by counting from the day after the Sabbath, 50 days to the day after the 7th Sabbath (Leviticus 23:10,15-16), which was a celebration of God’s fulfilled promise to the Israelites of the rest of the harvest that came.  During ‘Pentecost,’ the Church was established 50 days after Jesus was killed (Acts 2:1-5), as they were ‘filled’ with the Holy Spirit (Acts 1:2-5).  Jesus made this reconciliation with us, by ‘atoning’ for our sin, which separated us from God, by actually becoming sin for us (2 Corinthians 5:17-21).

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

“What is sin, & how has our sin separated us from God?”
What is the definition of ‘sin?’
Sin (i.e.: iniquity, transgression, trespass) is the breaking of God’s Law (1 John 3:4).  Anyone who ‘practices’ sinning is not a child of God, but rather a child of the devil (v.7-10; John 8:44).  This ‘breaking’ of God’s Law leads to a ‘separation’ between us & God (Isaiah 59:2).

When did this ‘separation’ begin?
The ‘original sin’ which separated mankind from God was committed by Adam in the Garden of Eden (Genesis 3:17).  Although mankind was created in the image of God (Genesis 1:27), man broke fellowship with God, by allowing sin to enter the world, when he chose to disobey God’s command, which got ‘passed down’ to all mankind (Romans 5:12).  Therefore, “We are sinners not because we sin; rather, we sin because we are sinners” [http://www.gotquestions.org/definition-sin.html].  Another ward, we don’t ‘become’ sinners, but rather we’ve been this way since birth (Psalm 51:5), & this applies to everyone, (Romans 3:10-12,19-20,23), including Jesus’ mother, Mary (Luke 1:46-47; Galatians 4:4-5; Colossians 1:13-14).

What if a person dies in this ‘state’ of sin?
The Apostle Paul cautions us that the ‘wages’ of sin is death (Romans 6:23), & the Apostle John warns us that Death & Hades, which Jesus alone has the keys to (Revelation 1:18), are thrown into the lake of fire (i.e.: Hell) (Revelation 20:13-15).  Therefore, if we break even one part of the Law, we have committed sin & are guilty of breaking the whole Law (James 2:5-11), which is the Law of Moses (i.e: the Torah, 10 Commandments, Scripture), which Jesus was the fulfillment of (Matthew 5:17).  Therefore, ANY sin is a violation against God/Jesus (Psalm 51:4).  As a result, when we choose to follow our traditions, rather than following God’s Law, we ‘transgress,’ or sin, against God/Jesus (Matthew 15:3).

Does the Bible give a ‘list’ of sins that are ‘worse’ than others in God’s eyes?
James tells us that cursing of any kind, not just cursing God, ‘ought not be this way’ (James 3:8-12), indicating that cursing of any kind is indeed a sin.  Although two unrelated & unmarried people, who are in a relationship, who are living together in the same house is not sinful in & of itself, the appearance of immorality (sin) & the temptation of evil (sin) is still there, because a couple living together is assumed to be sleeping together, & the Bible instructs us to both avoid the appearance of evil (sin) & to not expose ourselves to constant temptations to immorality (sin) (1 Corinthians 6:18; Ephesians 5:3; 1 Thessalonians 5:22) [http://www.gotquestions.org/live-together.html].  Jesus equated lust with adultery (Matthew 5:26-28) & anger with murder (Matthew 5:21-22), which leads to ‘the fiery Hell.’  James equated adultery with murder, & described a person committing them as a ‘transgressor (sinner) of the Law’ (James 2:11).  John equated hatred with lying & the one committing them as ‘walking in darkness’ & one who ‘cannot love God’ (1 John 2:9-11; 4:20), whose ‘part will be in the lake that burns with fire & brimstone’ (i.e.: Hell) (Revelation 21:8), while Jesus commanded us to not to hate our enemy, but love them & pray for those who persecute you (Matthew 5:43-44).  Paul gives us two ‘non-exclusive’ lists of people, who ‘practice’ sinning, who will not inherit the kingdom of God.  This ‘list’ includes (but is not limited to): fornicators, idolaters, adulterers, effeminate (Deuteronomy 22:4), homosexuals (Jude 7), thieves, covetous, drunkards, revilers, swindlers (1 Corinthians 6:9-10), as well as those who ‘practice’ immorality, impurity, sensuality, idolatry, sorcery, enmities, strife, jealously, envying, drunkenness, & carousing (Galatians 5:19-21).  Jesus tells us that even the sin of ‘blasphemy’ (Greek: ‘blasphēmia’ – ‘slanderous speech that injures another’s good name’) against Him can be forgiven; however, blasphemy against the Holy Spirit CAN NOT be forgiven (Matthew 12:22-32).  Therefore, although there may be sins with ‘greater’ earthly consequences (like murder) & sins with ‘lesser’ earthly consequences (like lying), in God’s eyes, ALL sins result in death (Romans 6:23) & Hell (Revelation 20:13-15), because ALL have sinned against God (Romans 3:23).

What is the difference between the sin of blasphemy against Jesus & the sin of blasphemy against the Holy Spirit? (Matthew 12:22-32)
The sin of blasphemy against Jesus as the only Way to Heaven (John 14:6) is the result of ignorance to the gospel, which is forgivable once the truth of the gospel is shared & the blasphemer has accepted this truth & GENUINELY repented of their sins before God & accepted Jesus as their ONLY Lord, God, & Savior.  This sin of blasphemy is forgivable (Matthew 12:31-32).  However, the sin of blasphemy against the Holy Spirit is the result of having the knowledge of the saving work of the Holy Spirit, yet, continually choosing to reject it & attribute the salvation work of the Holy Spirit to someone else (Matthew 12:22-24,31-32,34-37), or something else, such as good works on our part (like water baptism), rather than by God’s grace through faith (Ephesians 2:8-9) or another ‘gospel’ of salvation (Galatians 1:6-9).

A person can only receive God’s ‘free’ gift of grace through faith if it is a convicting faith (Hebrews 11:1).  Jesus tells us that the Holy Spirit came to convict us of our sins & to judge us (John 16:7-9):  

“Jesus didn’t come just to give me some moral teachings.  Rather, He came to tell me who I am, & then to do something about it.” – N.T. Wright, former Bishop of Durham, United Kingdom, ‘The Case for Christ’

“If we didn’t know the hopelessness of being lost, we could never appreciate the hope of being saved.” – Dr. David Jeremiah, ‘Angels,’ p. 111
Just as a person who intellectually knows that a life preserver saves a drowning person isn’t as convinced as a person who has ACTUALLY been saved by a life preserver, a person who intellectually knows that Jesus is their Savior isn’t as convinced as a person who has ACTUALLY been convicted & humbled of their sins against God by the convicting power of the Holy Spirit (John 16:7-9).

Without this ‘convicting faith,’ a person CAN NOT receive God’s saving grace.  This is due to many ‘Christians’ bringing Jesus ‘down’ to our level, as if He is our ‘buddy,’ because Jesus refers to us as His ‘friends’ (John 15:15).  However, many ‘Christians’ won’t allow Jesus to be Lord over their lives & ‘do what I command you’ (John 15:14):

“People want a Jesus Who forgives them of their sins, but they don’t want a Jesus Who tells them how to live.” – Dr. Jack Van Impe, ‘Jack Van Impe Presents’
When we accept Jesus as not only the Savior of our souls, but also the Lord over our lives, we will no longer desire to sin, despite the fact that we have been saved (Romans 6:1-2).  Rather, we will desire to identify with His death by dying to our old way of life, & identify with His resurrection by becoming a ‘new creature’ & desiring to live our lives for Him (Romans 6:3-8; 2 Corinthians 5:14-20).

What are the ‘7 Deadly Sins?’  Are they in the Bible?  If not, where did they come from?
A ‘list’ of “7 ‘Deadly’ Sins” (Pride, Gluttony, Envy, Lust, Anger, Greed, Sloth) is actually NOT found in the Bible.  There is a list of ‘7 sins that God hates’ (Proverbs 6:16-19).  However, ‘pride’ is the only sin mentioned in the ‘Proverbs list’ of sins that is also in the traditional “7 ‘Deadly’ Sins.”  God ‘hating’ (Hebrew: ‘sane' – ‘as one hating an enemy’) these sins, are no more or no less ‘deadly’ than any other sin that God ‘hates’ (Malachi 2:16), which is an ‘abomination’ (Hebrew: ‘tow`ebah’ – ‘disgusting, wicked’) to Him.  The “7 ‘Deadly’ Sins” were made into a non-exclusive ‘list’ to represent EVERY sin that a person could possibly commit, in much the same way as God’s ‘list’ of the Ten Commandments that He gave Moses on Mt. Sinai (Exodus 20:1-17; Deuteronomy 5:6-21) was representative of the over 600 ‘commandments’ that He gave Israel in the Torah.  The “7 ‘Deadly’ Sins list’ was first created by a monk named Evagrius Pontificus (375 A.D.), who actually listed EIGHT ‘Deadly’ sins (the eighth being, ‘vainglory’).  In 590 A.D., Pope Gregory the Great ‘merged’ the sins of ‘vainglory’ with ‘greed,’ to create the traditional “Seven ‘Deadly’ Sins.”  Unfortunately, over time, the original purpose & intent behind the “Seven Deadly Sins” lost its meaning, & the Church eventually began to teach that these sins were somehow more ‘deadly’ than other sins, when in reality & Biblically, EVERY sin is just as ‘deadly’ as every other sin.  So, in a sense, EVERY sin is ‘mortal,’ which condemns us to Hell, & EVERY sin is ‘venial,’ which can be forgiven with GENUINE repentance, except for the sin of continued & unrepentant blasphemy against the Holy Spirit.

Because mankind is incapable of ‘rebuilding’ an eternal bridge between themselves & God, because of our sinful nature, God needed an eternal ‘bridge-maker’ to be a ‘Mediator’ between God & man – His Son, Jesus Christ (1 Timothy 2:5), Who ‘cleansed’ us of our sins through His blood on the cross & restored our fellowship with God (1 John 1:1-2,6-9), because only Jesus could be our Advocate & ‘substitute’ to pay our ‘sin penalty’ for offending God with our sins, by being the sinless ‘sacrificial Lamb’ in our place (1 John 2:1-2; 3:5; 2 Corinthians 5:21).

“Behold, the Lamb of God Who takes away the sin of the World!” - John 1:29,36
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"For God so loved the world, that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him shall not perish, but have eternal life.  For God did not send the Son into the world to judge the world, but that the world might be saved through Him.  He who believes in Him is not judged; he who does not believe has been judged already, because he has not believed in the Name of the only begotten Son of God.” – John 3:16-18
Next Bible study topic:  “Is Hell real? Can a professing Christian end up in an eternal, tortuous Hell?”

Next Bible study:  Saturday, September 17th at 6:30pm
Prayer/Praise

Concluding prayer                        

