Week Thirty Eight – “Is Hell real?  Can a professed Christian end up in an eternal, tortuous Hell?”

Welcome/Prayer

Review of Week 37: “What is sin, & how has out sin separated us from God?”

Sin is the breaking of God’s Law (1 John 3:4), which led to eternal separation between us & God (Isaiah 59:2), which started in the Garden of Eden (Genesis 3:17) by Adam (Romans 5:12).  Because of ‘The Fall,’ everyone is guilty of sin before God since their conception (Romans 3:23; Psalm 51:5).  The penalty of ALL sins is death (Romans 6:23), which leads to the ‘lake of fire’ (ie: Hell) (Revelation 20:13-15).  Although some sins have greater earthly consequences than others, since ALL sins lead to eternal damnation, there is no sin that is ‘greater’ in God’s eyes that God would not forgive, with GENUINE repentance, except for the sin of blasphemy against the Holy Spirit (Matthew 12:31-23).  Although God gives a ‘list’ of 7 sins that He ‘hates’ (Proverbs 6:16-19), they are not any more ‘deadly’ than other sins, because God hates ALL sins.  Because of our inability to save ourselves, God provided a sacrificial Lamb (John 1:29,36) – His Son, Jesus Christ, to be our ‘substitute’ to pay our ‘sin penalty’ for offending God with our sins (1 John 2:1-2; 3:5; 2 Corinthians 5:21) & restore our fellowship with God (1 John 1:1-2,6-9).

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

“Is Hell real?  Can a professed Christian end up in an eternal, tortuous Hell?”
Is Hell real?
90% of the world currently believes in some form of Heaven, & 98% of the history of the world has also believed in some form of Heaven.  However, less than 50% of the world currently believes in some form of Hell.  Reasons range from: ‘Jesus/Bible doesn’t teach it,’ ‘Hell is an unfair punishment for sin,’ ‘I’m not that bad – God wouldn’t send ‘me’ to Hell!’  The reality of Hell has been minimized by using it as a curse word, slang, & even been made into titles of songs & movies.  This is the result of people minimizing the seriousness of the offense of ALL sins against God (Psalm 51:4) & the consequence for those offenses – Hell (Revelation 20:13-15).

Did Jesus teach about Hell?
Yes!  In fact, Jesus actually taught more about Hell, than He did Heaven.  In numerous passages, Jesus describes Hell as a place of ‘weeping (or ‘wailing’) & gnashing of teeth’ (Matthew 8:11-12; 13:41-42,49-50; 22:13-14; 24:48-51; 25:30; Luke 13:27-28; etc.)

‘weeping’ (Greek: ‘klauthmos’ – ‘wailing, sorrow, mourning, dismay, lamentation, to cry out loud, the beating of the chest due to intense grief.’)

‘gnashing’ (Greek: ‘brygmos’ – ‘snarling, growling, grinding, intense biting due to extreme anguish & despair.’)

· Ex:  the son of a crowd member possessed by the an evil spirit ‘gnashing (grinding) teeth’ (Mark 9:17-18)

· Ex:  Hellenistic Jews ‘gnashed (grinded) their teeth’ at Stephen (Acts 7:54)

Who was Hell originally meant for?  Is Hell eternal?  
Hell ‘has been prepared for the devil & his angels (demons)’ (Matthew 25:41; Revelation 20:10), but now, is also the final, eternal destination of all those who reject Jesus & His Words/commands (Matthew 25:42-46; Revelation 14:9-11; 20:11-15).  

‘eternal’ (Matthew 25:41,46) (Greek: ‘aiōnios’- ‘without end, never to cease.’)

‘forever & ever’ (Revelation 14:11; 20:10) (Greek: ‘eis’ – ‘into’; ‘aiōn’ – ‘an unbroken age; perpetual; eternity.’)

Hell is a place where ‘the worm (‘unbelievers/the wicked’) does not die’ (Isaiah 66:24; Mark 9:44,46,48).

Is there anyone in Hell right now?  What is the difference between Sheol/Hades/Hell?
Although Hell currently exists [‘has been’ – (past tense) (Matthew 25:41)], Hell is currently empty.

‘Sheol’ (Hebrew: ‘shĕ'owl’ – ‘Place of the Dead’; ‘the grave; the underworld; the pit; ‘the place of no return.’)  Sheol is a ‘temporary,’ conscious destination for both unbelievers (‘the wicked’) (Numbers 16:30-33; Psalm 9:17; 31:17; 55:15; Job 7:9) & believers (‘the righteous’) (Psalm 16:10; 49:15; 139:8).  It is a place of “fire that never says, ‘Enough’” (Proverbs 30:16).

‘Hades’ (Greek:  ‘hadēs’ – ‘Realm of the Dead’; the Greek version of ‘Sheol.’)  Both the wicked & the righteous, who had died could see each other in Sheol/Hades, but they were separated by a ‘great gulf fixed,’ which prevented them from crossing over to the other side (Luke 16:19-31).  When Jesus died, He took the ‘captives captive’ (Ephesians 4:8-10) & took the ‘righteous’ from Hades to Paradise/Heaven (Acts 2:27,31; c.f. – Psalm 16:10).  For instance, before Jesus died on the cross, He promised the thief that he would take him that day to Paradise (Luke 23:39-43).  However, since Jesus’ crucifixion, the ‘righteous’ now go to Paradise/Heaven to be ‘at home with the Lord’ (2 Corinthians 5:8) & only the ‘wicked’ go to Hades (Matthew 11:23; Luke 10:15; 16:23), which is now the ‘abode of the wicked.’

How does Hell differ from Hades?  Is there really ‘fire & brimstone’ in Hell?
‘Hell’ (Greek:  ‘geenna’ – ‘the place of future punishment’; ‘Gehenna’; ‘the valley of Hinnon -south of Jerusalem – a fiery trash dump where the filth & dead animals of the city were cast out & burned in the hottest fire known on earth.)  Jesus describes Hell as a ‘fiery Hell’ (Matthew 5:22,29-30), a place of ‘unquenchable fire’ (Mark 9:43-47), where the rich man is ‘in this flame’ (Luke 16:24; c.f. – Proverbs 30:16), the ‘lake of fire’ (Revelation 20:10,14-15), ‘fire & brimstone’ (Revelation 19:20; 21:8).

‘brimstone’ [Greek: ‘theion’ – ‘divine burning to purify & to ward off disease.’ / Hebrew: ‘gophriyth’ – ‘judgment; God’s breath.’  Ex: Sodom & Gomorrah (Genesis 19:24)]

The intensity of the fires of Hell would be like standing in the hottest part of the sun (8-20 million degrees Celsius), feeling the full effect of the heat & pain, but not getting incinerated – EVER!
Are Satan & demons in Hell right now & do they torture people in Hell?
In Hell, no, because Satan & his demons will be going through their own torture after they are thrown into the ‘lake of fire’ (Matthew 8:28-29; 25:41; James 2:19; Revelation 20:10).  However, there ARE demons in Hades right now! (1 Peter 3:19; 2 Peter 2:4; Jude 6).  In a parable, Jesus describes ‘torturers’ of the wicked in Hades (Matthew 18:34).  In the ‘Song of Moses,’ Moses describes the wicked in Hades being tormented by ‘teeth of beasts’ (Deuteronomy 32:24).  During the Tribulation Period on earth, ‘the appearance of locusts’ (most likely, demons) are released from the ‘bottomless pit’ (Hades) to torment men who don’t have the ‘seal of God’ on their foreheads (Revelation 9:2-8).  In another parable, Jesus describes the wicked in Hades being ‘cut in pieces’ & receiving a ‘flogging’ (Luke 12:46-48).

Is Hell dark?  Are there different ‘levels’ of punishment in Hell?
Hell is a place of ‘outer darkness’ (Matthew 8:12; 22:13; 25:30).

‘outer darkness’ (Greek: ‘exōteros’ – ‘outside the limits of light’ / ‘skotos’ – ‘blindness’)

The darkness of Hell is described as an eternal, ‘black darkness’ (2 Peter 2:17; Jude 13).

‘black’ (Greek: ‘zophos’ – ‘the densest darkness’)

Hell is ETERNAL separation from God (Proverbs 15:20; 2 Thessalonians 1:9).  The writer of Hebrews describes a ‘much severer punishment’ for those in Hell, who rejected Christ as their Lord & Savior, than those who rejected the Law of Moses (Hebrews 10:28-29).  Jesus describes Hell as ‘more tolerable’ (‘more bearable’) for the land of Sodom & Gomorrah in the day of judgment, than for anyone who rejects Christ & His Gospel message of salvation (Matthew 10:15), who will then be ‘judged according to their deeds’ (Revelation 20:11-12).  Jesus described Judas as being ‘lost’ (‘perished’) (John 17:12), who ‘turned aside to go to his OWN place’ (Acts 1:25) – Hell!

Do people have bodies in Hell?
Yes, the wicked will have ‘resurrected’ bodies in Hell (Matthew 10:28; Acts 24:15) specifically designed in order to not be ‘annihilated’ by the flames of Hell.  They will be conscious & alive – forever! (Numbers 16:30-33; Revelation 14:11).

Does Hell ‘smell?’
The Apostles Mark & John describe demons as ‘foul (unclean) spirits’ (Mark 9:25; Revelation 18:2).  Numerous versions of the Bible translate the smell of Hell of ‘brimstone,’ as ‘sulfur’ (NASB-95, ESV, NIV, NLT, RSV, HNV, etc.), which is described as a ‘burning incense,’ ‘a suffocating, burning odor,’ ‘that which is used to make the best, black gunpowder.’  In his book 23 Minutes in Hell, Bill Wiese describes his experience in Hell as smelling like ‘every rotten thing you could imagine, such as an open sewer, rotten meat, spoiled eggs, sour milk, dead rotting animal flesh, & sulfur, & magnify it a thousand times, you might come close’ (p.7).

Can a self-professed ‘Christian’ end up in an eternal, tortuous Hell?
A GENUINE Christian, who is a true follower of Jesus – one who has been truly ‘born again’ (John 3:3,7; 1 Peter 1:3,23), who now has the desire implanted in him/her by the power of the Holy Spirit to be an ‘imitator’ of Christ in mind, speech, action (1 Corinthians 11:1; Hebrews 13:7) & attitude (Philippians 2:5), having the ‘mind of Christ’ (1 Corinthians 2:16), & even willing to undergo persecution, ridicule, scorn, & suffering in the Name of Jesus (Acts 11:26; 26:28; 1 Peter 4:16), can NOT end up in Hell.  This is because once a person has truly COMMITTED themselves to Jesus, they can NOT lose their salvation (John 3:16; 10:28-29; Romans 8:38-39).  However, a ‘self-professed’ Christian who is merely giving ‘lip-service’ to Jesus (Matthew 15:8; Mark 7:6) WILL end up in an eternal, tortuous Hell (Matthew 7:13-14,21-23; Luke 13:23-28), because they were ‘not really of us’ (1 John 2:19), unless they GENUINELY repent & truly follow Jesus.  This includes children who were born into Christian families, who never really made their OWN commitment & accepted a GENUINE desire to accept Christ:

“It pulls up an issue of Christian parents assuming because their children are not rebellious, they go to church, they go to a Christian school, that they have really been regenerated.  If they were really truly Christ’s, they would want to talk about it.  We’ve got to assume this folks, we all know the stories of 2nd generation, 3rd generation, 4th generation Christian kids who grow cold to the things of Christ…your first responsibility as a parent is the salvation of your children.  That’s your ‘mission field’…they are coming into your house unconverted reprobates (‘foreordained to damnation’) – the Devil’s in your house.  They ARE the children of the Devil (John 8:44) – they ARE!  They are the children of the one who was a killer & the liar from the beginning.  He’s their father, and once they’ve reached the ‘age of accountability’ (Isaiah 7:15-16), then they transition from under the protective care of God, into the ‘domain of darkness,’ and your task is not to make ‘good hypocrites’ out of them.  Your task is to unmask the reality of their hearts.  People ask, ‘how do you do that?’  Well, first of all, you pray continually for them, and secondly, you live that life before them.”  - Pastor John MacArthur – Question & Answer Session

This is because their faith in Jesus is not independent of their parents.  Even children born into Christian families must make their own personal commitment to Jesus Christ, as not only the Savior of their souls, but also the Lord over ALL of their life.  Otherwise, they are believing in a false Christ & a false ‘gospel’ that leads to eternal damnation in Hell (Galatians 1:6-9).
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“And if anyone’s name was not found written in the book of life, he was thrown into the lake of fire” – Revelation 20:15

Next Bible study topic:  “Is ’predestination’ Biblical? Does God have an ‘elect?’ How does the sovereignty of God affect free will? How does predestination affect evangelization of the lost?”

Next Bible study:  Saturday, October 15th at 6:30pm
Prayer/Praise/Concluding prayer                        

