Week Thirty Nine – “Is ‘predestination’ Biblical, & does God have an ‘elect?’” (Part 1)

Welcome/Prayer

Review of Week 38: “Is Hell real?  Can a professed Christian end up in an eternal, tortuous Hell?”

Even though most of the world doesn’t believe in Hell, Jesus taught more about Hell, than He did about Heaven, as a place of ‘weeping & gnashing of teeth’ (Matthew 8:11-12; 13:41-42,49-40; 22:13-14; 24:48-51; 25:30; Luke 13:27-28; etc).  Jesus describes Hell as an ETERNAL & FUTURE destination prepared for the devil & his angels (demons), as well as for all those who reject Jesus & His Words/commands (Matthew 25:41-46; Revelation 14:9-11; 20:11-15).  Sheol/Hades, was a ‘temporary’ conscious destination for both the righteous AND the wicked (Numbers 16:30-33; Psalm 9:17; 16:10; 31:17; 49:15; 55:15; 139:8; Job 7:9), but is now reserved specifically for the wicked (Matthew 11:23; Luke 10:15; 16:23), after Jesus died & took the righteous from Sheol/Hades to Paradise/Heaven (Acts 2:27,31; c.f. – Psalm 16:10).  There are demons in Hades now (1 Peter 3:19; 2 Peter 2:4; Jude 6), who torture the wicked (Matthew 18:34).  Hell is a place of darkness (Matthew 8:12; 22:13; 25:30; 2 Peter 2:17; Jude 13), fire (Matthew 5:22,29-30; Mark 9:43-47; Revelation 20:10,14-15) & ETERNAL separation from God (Proverbs 15:20; 2 Thessalonians 1:9), where the wicked will be alive, conscious, have ETERNAL bodies (Numbers 16:30-33; Matthew 10:28; Acts 24:15; Revelation 14:11), & will suffer the ‘smell’ of ‘fire & sulfur’ (Revelation 19:20; 21:8).  Jesus warns us that a self-professing ‘Christian,’ who has not GENUINELY repented, but merely giving ‘lip service’ to Jesus (Matthew 15:8; Mark 7:6), & is not ‘born-again’ by the redeeming & saving power of the Holy Spirit (John 3:3-8), WILL end up in an eternal & tortuous Hell (Matthew 7:13-14,21-23; Luke 13:23-28; Revelation 20:15).

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

“Is ‘predestination’ Biblical, & does God have an ‘elect?’” (Part 1)
What is ‘predestination?’
Unfortunately, many Christians & churches don’t teach about predestination, either because they don’t know what it is, don’t understand it, don’t believe it’s Biblical, and/or don’t believe that ‘part,’ or all of it, applies today.  However, it certainly is Biblical.

‘predestined’ (Greek: ‘proorizō’ – ‘to predetermine, appoint/decide beforehand; God decreeing (‘order judicially’) from eternity past; to foreordain.’)

The term ‘predestined’ is always used in the past tense (”predestinED”).  It is mentioned only 6 times in 4 passages in the Bible – all in the New Testament (Acts 4:28; Romans 8:29-30; 1 Corinthians 2:7; Ephesians 1:5,11).  It always refers to God’s Will being predetermined, independent of any human or other influence – such as God ‘choosing’ His ‘elect…before the foundation of the world’ (Ephesians 1:4-5).

‘chose’ (Greek: ‘eklegomai’ – ‘to pick out to receive God’s favors & separate from the rest of mankind.’) (Ephesians 1:4).  Just as God ‘chose’ Jeremiah & ‘knew’ him (‘discriminated, distinguished’) & ‘appointed’ him as a prophet before He ‘formed him in the womb’ (Jeremiah 1:5), God also ‘chose’ the Israelites as His ‘chosen’ nation for the Messiah to come out of & ‘chose’ specific individuals to salvation for His own ‘kind intention’ (Ephesians 1:5).

‘intention’ (Greek: ‘eudokia’ – ‘God’s choice, delight, pleasure, satisfaction, desire, good will) (Ephesians 1:5).  God’s ‘kind intention,’ from eternity past, to save certain individuals was based on ‘His perfect Will’ (Ephesians 1:5,11).

‘will’ (Greek: ‘thelēma’ – ‘what God wishes/determined shall be done; God’s purpose, choice, inclination, desire, pleasure) (Ephesians 1:5,11).  Although God ‘sometimes’ explains His Will to us in Scripture, many times He doesn’t, such as ‘why’ or ‘how’ He ‘predetermined’ who would be part of His ‘elect’ based on His Will, & who wouldn’t be.  However, we can trust that God’s Will is always perfect, just, & fair, because God is all of these things.  For example, Jesus commands us to pray that the Father’s ‘Will be done’ (Matthew 6:10).  Jesus prays that the Father’s ‘Will be done, rather than His’ (Matthew 26:39).  For all those who are His ‘elect,’ it is because of the ‘Will of God’ (John 1:12-13), Who has obtained for them an eternal ‘inheritance’ (Ephesians 1:11).

‘inheritance’ (Greek: ‘klēroō’ – ‘to assign/determine by lot to another as a private possession; a ‘heritage’ {Hebrew: ‘nechalah’ – ‘property, possession.’})  Our ‘inheritance’ of eternal salvation was ‘predestined according to God’s purpose’ (Ephesians 1:11).

‘purpose’ (Greek: ‘prothesis’ – ‘to place in view; setting forth of something; sacred/consecrated.’)  Unlike God’s Will which He does not always reveal to us, God does reveal His purpose to us in Holy Scripture, which is for His own glory.  For example, in the Old Testament, God’s ‘purpose’ of the Israelites placing the ‘shewbread’ in the sanctuary of the tabernacle & the Temple, was to demonstrate that it corresponded to the number of tribes of Israel, which was then offered to God on the Sabbath.  God’s ‘purpose’ of ‘choosing’ Jacob over Esau, before either of them were born, was not based on whether they ‘had done anything good or bad, but rather according to His choice’ (Greek: ‘eklogē’ – ‘pick out before the foundation of the earth’) (Romans 9:11).  God ‘revealed’ that His ‘purpose’ was for the nation of Israel & the Messiah to come from the line of Jacob, not Esau, even though God doesn’t reveal His Will, why or how He ‘chose’ Jacob over Esau.  God also ‘reveals’ that He saved His ‘elect’ for His own ‘purpose,’ from eternity past based on His grace (2 Timothy 1:9), even though He doesn’t reveal His Will, why or how He ‘chose’ His ‘elect.’

‘called’ (Greek: ‘klētos’ – ‘invited by God in proclamation of the Gospel to obtain salvation in the kingdom through Christ; divinely selected & appointed.’) (Romans 8:28).  This general ‘calling’ can apply to either God’s ‘elect,’ the ‘non-elect,’ or both.  In Romans 8:28, it specifically applies to the ‘elect,’ who ‘love God,’ which was according to His ‘purpose’ from eternity past.  In Matthew 22:14, it applies to both the ‘elect’ & ‘non-elect.’  However, this kind of ‘calling’ does not mean that a person will ‘automatically’ respond – it is just an ‘invitation.’

‘foreknew’ (Greek: ‘proginōskō’ – ‘to have knowledge of beforehand, who God ‘elected’ to salvation’) (Romans 8:29).  God’s ‘foreknowledge’ is independent & is not based on His omniscience to look into the future & ‘foresee’ who would accept Jesus as their Lord & Savior, but rather knowledge that God simply had ‘before’ the heavens, earth, & mankind were ever created, independent of human - or any other – influence (Romans 11:2; 1 Peter 1:2,20).

‘called’ (Greek: ‘kaleō’ – ‘to utter in a loud voice to bear/receive a name/title; to invite’) (Romans 8:30).  The ability to respond to this specific ‘calling’ only applies to God’s ‘elect.’  For example, the Messiah will be ‘called’ (‘kaleō’) Immanuel (‘God with us’) & His Name will be ‘called’ (‘kaleō’) Jesus (‘God saves’) (Matthew 1:23,25).  God ‘called’ (‘kaleō’) His Son out of Egypt after King Herod died (Matthew 2:15).  Jesus ‘called’ (‘kaleō’) James & John to be His disciples (Matthew 4:21).  Jesus proclaimed that the peacemakers shall be ‘called’ (‘kaleō’) sons of God (Matthew 5:9).  In the Parable of the Wedding Feast (Matthew 22:1-14), the ‘King’ (‘God’) ‘calls’ (‘kaleō’) His ‘elect’ (‘Israel’) to the wedding of His Son (‘Jesus’) (v.2-3).  However, this ‘portion’ of God’s ‘chosen people’ did not respond (v.3-5), because they were not really part of ‘believing Israel’ (v.8; Romans 9:6) – only God’s ‘elect’ are capable of responding to this kind of ‘calling,’ when it is heard.  However, the “King” then ‘invites’ (‘kaleō’) both ‘evil & good’ (‘believing Gentiles & Jews’) to the wedding feast & they respond & attend (Matthew 22:10).  Those who respond & attend to this ‘calling/invitation’ (‘kaleō’) are God’s ‘elect.’

Those who God ‘foreknew’ (‘proginōskō’), He also ‘predestined’ (‘proorizō’), & those He ‘predestined,’ He also ‘called’ (‘kaleō’), & those He ‘called,’ He also ‘justified’ (Greek: ‘dikaioō’ – ‘to pronounce one righteous, innocent, guiltless, faultless, approved acceptable of God’), & those He ‘justified,’ He also ‘glorified’ (Greek: ‘doxazō’ – ‘honored; clothe with splendor; render excellent; make reknowned, magnify; cause the dignity & worth of someone’) (Romans 8:29-30).  Therefore, ‘many’ (anyone who hears the Gospel) are ‘called’ (‘klētos’), but ‘few’ (the ‘elect’) (Matthew 7:14) are ‘chosen’ (‘eklektos’) (Matthew 22:14).

What does it mean to be God’s ‘elect,’ & how does ‘free will’ affect ‘predestination?’
‘elect’ (Greek: ‘eklektos’ – ‘choice; select; best of its kind or class; preeminent; picked out, chosen by God to obtain salvation through Christ’) (Matthew 22:14; Romans 8:33; 1 Peter 1:1).  For example, Jesus is referred to as God’s ‘Elect,’ or ‘Chosen One’ (Luke 23:35) – appointed by God to the most exalted office conceivable.  God’s holy angels are called the ‘elect’ (1 Timothy 5:21) – God choosing them to live eternally in His Heaven.  Christians are called the ‘elect’ (2 Timothy 2:10) – to obtain salvation to eternal life by the grace of God through the free gift of faith alone in Jesus Christ – ‘and that not of yourselves’ (Ephesians 2:8).  Therefore, since faith is a ‘free gift’ from God, the ‘free will’ to accept Jesus as our Lord & Savior, can only happen after God ‘implants’ this ‘free gift’ of faith in His ‘predetermined elect.’

Doesn’t God ‘not wish “ANY” to perish, not just the ‘elect?’  (2 Peter 3:1-2,8-9)
Peter is speaking specifically about the ‘elect’ [‘you(r)’ – v.1-2,8-9] – not everyone.

‘any’ [Greek: ‘tis’ – ‘a specific/certain one(s)] (v.9)

‘beloved’ (Greek: ‘agapētos’ – ‘esteemed; favorite; worthy of love) (v.1,8)

Therefore, God does not wish, ‘any’ of His ‘elect’ to perish, nor will He allow them to (John 3:16; 10:27-29; Romans 8:38-39).

Does this mean that God takes ‘pleasure’ in the destruction of the ‘non-elect?’
NO!  God desires ‘that the wicked to turn from his way & live’(Ezekiel 33:11-20).

If God only ‘predestines’ the ‘elect,’ isn’t that ‘unfair?’
No, because God is sovereign, just, fair, & perfect in ALL of His decision making, like the Parable of the Landowner (Matthew 20:1-15), who didn’t need to justify his decision-making to the workers that he hired (v.14-15).  Job, who was ‘blameless, upright, fearing God & turning away from evil’ (Job 1:1,8; 2:3), had his livestock stolen & burned, his servants were murdered, his son’s house was destroyed & his children killed by a whirlwind (Job 1:13-19), then he was struck with boils all over his body (Job 2:7), his wife said ‘Curse God & die!’ (Job 2:9) & his ‘friends’ said all this was the result of his sin.  Although Job never sinned or blamed God (Job 1:22; 2:3), he began to complain (Job 3:1-26) & question God’s motives for allowing his suffering & hardship.  However, God never gave Job an answer, but rather asked him dozens of rhetoric questions to remind Job that He is sovereign, just, fair, & perfect in ALL of His decision making (Job chapters 38-41), that Job simply needed to trust Him & have faith in Him that He had a just reason for allowing his suffering & hardship, and that God did not need to explain Himself to Job.  Once Job realized this, repented, & began to truly trust God, without questioning Him, God restored Job’s misfortunes & his relationship with Him (Job 42:1-17).  This is because God has every right to ‘show mercy on whom He has mercy, & compassion on whom He has compassion’ (Romans 9:14-21), without having to explain Himself to us, because He is a sovereign, just, fair, & perfect God in His forgiveness & ‘election’ of the righteous, just like the Father in the Parable of the Lost Son (Luke 15:11-32).

Next Bible study topic:  “If God 'predestines' some people, then how can I know if I am His 'elect,' & if God's 'elect' is already 'chosen,' then what's the point of evangelizing?” (Part 2)

Next Bible study:  Saturday, November 19th at 6:30pm
Prayer/Praise

Concluding prayer                        

