Week Forty – “Is ‘predestination’ Biblical, & does God have an ‘elect?’” (Part 2)

Welcome/Prayer

Review of Week 39: “Is ‘predestination’ Biblical, & does God have an ‘elect?’” (Part 1)
The Biblical doctrine of ‘predestination’ (Acts 4:28; Romans 8:29-30; 1 Corinthians 2:7; Ephesians 1:5,11) – that God predetermines, appoints, & foreordains specific individuals to salvation from eternity past (Ephesians 1:4-5) – is always used in the past tense, in order to show that God’s ‘decision-making’ was not based on any human or other influence, but rather solely on HIS ‘Will’ alone (Ephesians 1:5; Matthew 26:39; John 1:12-13).  Although God does not always reveal His Will to us (i.e.: how or why God determines His ‘decision-making’), He does reveal to us that His ‘purpose,’ which is based on His Will, is for His own glory.  This includes ‘picking out’ His predetermined ‘chosen’ from the rest of mankind to spend eternity with Him (Ephesians 1:4).  God does this by ‘calling’ His ‘elect’ to obtain salvation, which is based strictly on His ‘foreknowledge’ alone, which He determined before the foundation of the earth (Romans 8:28-33; Ephesians 1:5,11).  Only God’s ‘elect’ can accept Jesus’ ‘call’ of salvation, since it is by God’s grace that we are saved, & ‘not of yourselves, it is the gift of God’ (Ephesians 2:8), but only after God ‘implants’ this ‘free gift of faith’ in His elect, so that they can then have the ‘free will’ to accept His ‘gift.’  Peter tells us that although God does not wish ‘for any (of His elect) to perish but for all (His elect) to come to repentance’ (2 Peter 3:1-2,8-9), God takes ‘no pleasure in the death of the wicked, but rather that the wicked turn from his way and live’ (Ezekiel 33:11-20).  God’s ‘Will’ to ‘predestine’ some people to salvation & not others isn’t ‘random’ or unfair, since God is sovereign, just, fair, & perfect, & so is His decision-making, such as it was with Job (Job chapters 38-42), & His Will to place His sinless Son to die on the cross in our place for the sins we committed against Him, so that the ‘elect’ could have assurance that when they die, they can KNOW that they will spend eternity with God in Heaven (2 Corinthians 5:21; 1 John 5:13).

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

“Is ‘predestination’ Biblical, & does God have an ‘elect?’” (Part 2)
What does it mean that God is ‘Sovereign,’ & how does God’s sovereignty affect free will & evangelization of the ‘lost?’
‘sovereign’ (Greek: ‘dynastēs’ – ‘of great authority, high officer, royal minister, mighty.’)  God is sovereign over ALL things, people, opinions, philosophies, religious & world views, etc.  Because God is ‘omnipotent’ (i.e. – ‘all-powerful’), He is also the GREATEST Authority, the HIGHEST Officer, the most ROYAL Minister, & the ALMIGHTY God.  Paul describes the sovereignty of Jesus as ‘the King of kings & Lord of lords’ (1 Timothy 3:15).  Therefore, when God ‘predestined’ His ‘elect’ to salvation ‘before the foundation of the world’ (Romans 8:28-33; Ephesians 1:4-5,11), God was completely ‘sovereign’ in His ‘decision-making’ – not based on any influence or sense of ‘worth’ of individuals, but based solely on His grace alone (Ephesians 2:8-9), because it is GOD Who ‘glorifies’ us & makes us ‘worthy’ before Him (Romans 8:30).

If God ‘predestined’ the ‘elect’ (i.e. – the ‘righteous’) to Heaven, then does that mean that God ‘predestined’ the ‘non-elect’ (i.e. – the ‘wicked’) to Hell? (‘Double Predestination’)?
Although God did ‘predestine’ the ‘elect’ to Heaven, the ‘non-elect’ don’t end up in Hell because they were ‘predestined’ there, but rather because they sinned against God, refused to repent, & rejected Jesus as their Lord AND Savior (Mark 1:15; 16:16b; John 3:18), because of the ‘hardness of their hearts’ (Ephesians 4:18), just like Pharaoh’s ‘hardened heart’ (Exodus 7:3-22).

Did God ‘predestine’ His ‘elect’ by looking into the future & seeing who would ‘most likely’ accept Jesus as their Lord & Savior (‘Molinism’)?
Some Christians believe that the way God ‘predestined’ His ‘elect’ was that He looked into the future from eternity past, saw who would ‘most likely’ accept Jesus as their Lord & Savior given the ‘right’ circumstances & ‘choose’ to be saved, & that’s how God decided who would & wouldn’t be saved (‘middle knowledge’).  This religious worldview was first proposed by the Jesuit, Luis de Molina in the 16th century.  However, this religious view is not Biblical, because it actually decreases the sovereignty of God, & makes God’s ‘decision-making’ dependent on human decision, influence, & personal worth.  However, God’s purposes are not dependent on mankind (Acts 17:24-26), because God is ‘omniscient,’ or ‘all-knowing’ (1 John 3:20), & does not need to learn or discover.  Furthermore, it is God alone Who ‘counts us worthy’ (2 Thessalonians 1:11) – not because of any human quality we have, but rather, it is God alone Who ‘glorifies’ us & makes us ‘worthy’ before Him (Romans 8:30).

What is ‘5 Point Calvinism,’ is it Biblical, & how does it relate to predestination?

The ‘Doctrines of Grace’ (also known as ‘5 Point Calvinism’), Biblically describe the salvation experience as the result of the grace of God Who acts independently of man’s will:

· Total Depravity:  mankind is incapable of saving ourselves – therefore, we need a Savior (Jesus Christ) to save us from our sins (Ephesians 2:1,5)

· Unconditional Election:  since mankind is incapable of saving ourselves, God predestined certain people (His ‘elect’) to salvation, not based on any particular quality or ‘condition,’ but rather on His purpose & grace (Romans 8:28-29; 9:11; Ephesians 1:4-12)

· Limited Atonement:  Jesus’ died on the cross specifically for His ‘elect’ – not for everyone throughout the world (Ephesians 1:4-6; John 6:37-40,44; 17:9)

· Irresistible Grace:  God replaces an unbeliever’s ‘hardened heart’ with a new heart, making the free gift of eternal life so ‘irresistible,’ & allowing them to have the desire to choose to repent & be saved (Ezekiel 36:26; John 6:37,44; 10:16)

· Perseverance of the Saints:  When God predestined His ‘elect’ from eternity past, they were ‘eternally secure’ – they can not lose their salvation (John 3:16; John 10:27-29; Romans 8:38-39)

Didn’t Jesus come to die for ‘all’ people in the ‘whole world?’ (John 3:16; 1 Timothy 2:6; 1 John 2:2)

‘whole’ (Greek: ‘holos’ – ‘throughout’) / ‘world’ (Greek: ‘kosmos’ – ‘general collection of particulars of any sort’).  When Jesus came as the ‘propitiation’ for ‘our’ sins & also for those of the ‘whole world’ (1 John 2:2), John is speaking not only about the ‘elect’ who are reading (‘our’), but also the ‘elect’ ‘throughout’ (the whole) world, because Jesus has ‘other sheep not of this fold…[who] will become one flock’ (John 10:16).  Also, John affirms that we (the ‘elect’) are of God, while the ‘non-elect’ ‘throughout (the whole) world lie in the power of the evil one’ (1 John 5:19).  Furthermore, when John writes that ‘God so loved the world,’ he goes on to say that it is only ‘whosoever believes in Him (the ‘elect’) shall not perish, but have eternal life’ (John 3:16).

‘all’ (Greek: ‘pas’ – ‘some of all types’).  Just as paying a ransom sets a hostage free, Jesus specifically purchased the ‘elect’ & ‘gave Himself as a ransom for ‘all’ (i.e. - ‘some of all types’) [‘from every tribe and tongue and people and nation’ (Revelation 5:9)] (1 Timothy 2:6).  If Jesus had paid a ransom for ‘everyone,’ then there shouldn’t be anyone going to Hell (see Revelation 20:15).  Also, ‘all’ the country of Judea & ‘all’ the people of Jerusalem were going to John the Baptist to confess their sins.  However, ‘all’ does not mean ‘everyone’ in Judea & Jerusalem – only ‘some of all’ the people (the ‘elect’) from Judea & Jerusalem who confessed their sins.  

When Peter warned that there would be ‘false teachers…denying the Master Who bought them’ (2 Peter 2:1), Peter is not saying that Jesus died for them, but rather, Peter is speaking sarcastically to the false teachers who ‘think’ they are saved, but who really aren’t, because they teach a false gospel of salvation (Galatians 1:6-9), because Jesus said, ‘you are not My sheep’ (John 10:26).  Jesus did not come to save the ‘self-righteous’ (those who pride themselves in the virtues or observance of their laws), but rather ‘sinners to repentance,’ because ‘it is not the well who need a physician, but those who are sick’ (Luke 5:31-32).  Therefore, Jesus died specifically for ‘all’ of His ‘elect’ throughout the world – not ‘everyone.’
Since God is completely sovereign in His ‘decision-making’ of His ‘elect,’ who are ‘predestined,’ then what’s the point of evangelizing (‘Hypercalvinism’)?
Although God is completely sovereign & predestined the ‘elect’ from eternity past, Jesus also commands us to go out ‘to the remotest parts of the earth’ & evangelize (Matthew 28:19-20; Acts 1:8).

‘evangelist’ (Greek: ‘euaggelistēs’ – ‘a messenger (not an apostle) who brings ‘good tidings’ by preaching the Gospel – ‘euaggelizō’ – ‘good news; glad tidings’).  Paul tells Timothy to ‘do the work of an evangelist’ (2 Timothy 4:5).  Paul writes that ‘Jesus gave…some to be evangelists’ (Ephesians 4:11).  Luke describes Philip (one of the seven deacons of the Jerusalem church – not one of the 12 Apostles) as ‘the evangelist’ (Acts 21:8).  Therefore, in order to be an evangelist, a person must spread the Gospel, which ‘is the power of God for salvation’ (Romans 1:16; Ephesians 1:13).  Although only God knows who the ‘elect’ are, we are to share the Gospel with everyone!
“God has called me to preach His Word & if I knew that all the elect had a yellow stripe painted down their backs, then I would give up preaching the Gospel, & go & lift up their shirt tails!”

 - Charles Spurgeon, British Minister, 19th Century
What does Jesus mean that we are to be ‘fishers of men’ & what kind of ‘fish’ are we trying to catch?  (Matthew 4:19; Mark 1:17)
We are to ‘fish’ for His ‘elect’ only, because only the ‘elect’ can be saved.  This is because Satan has ‘blinded the minds of unbelievers’ (2 Corinthians 4:4).  Luke writes that the ‘natural man does not accept the Spirit’ (Acts 2:14), & Jesus tells unbelievers ‘You are not My sheep’ (John 10:26).

What ‘bait’ should we use to ‘catch’ the ‘elect’?
When we evangelize, the ‘bait’ we must use, to ‘preach the Word,’ is the Gospel! (Mark 16:15; 2 Timothy 4:1-2).  Just as worms attract fish & cheese attracts mice, the Gospel attracts the ‘elect.’  Only the ‘elect’ will be attracted to the Gospel, & they will be attracted when it’s heard (‘Irresistible Grace’), due to the grace of God, through the transformative power of the Holy Spirit, Who saves us (John 6:37-47,65-66; Ephesians 2:8-9; Hebrews 4:12).  Just as a magnet is ‘irresistibly’ attracted to another magnet, chocolate lovers to chocolate, people attracted to the attractive, a ‘specific’ key fits into a ‘specific’ lock, only the ‘elect’ are ‘irresistibly’ attracted to the Gospel.  However, the ‘falsely converted’ (the ‘non-elect’) are not solely attracted to the Gospel, because the ‘word of the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing…& does not accept the things of the Spirit’ (1 Corinthians 1:18-25; 2:14).  

Falsely converted, ‘non-elect’ Church-goers, who hear the Gospel & embrace it for awhile, but then reject it, are like the Parable of the 4 Soils.  They are like the seed that falls on rocky soil, springs up with joy, but then withers away, because they had no real root, & falls away under affliction or persecution (Matthew 13:5-6,20-21).  Therefore, church growth is not necessarily reflective of true conversion (Matthew 7:13).

What is the ‘fall-away rate?’

80-90% of ‘decisions’ for Christ ‘fall-away’ from the faith (‘backsliders’).  For example, a major denomination in the U.S. boasted 294,000 ‘decisions’ for Christ, but only 14,000 could later be accounted for.  John tells us that, unlike the predestined ‘elect,’ they were never truly converted, because they were ‘not really of us’ (1 John 2:19).  This is because false converts are normally attracted to the ‘saving part’ of the Gospel, but aren’t initially told about the ‘dying-to-self part’ of the Gospel & becoming a ‘new creature,’ who ‘no longer lives for themselves’ (Romans 6:1-8; 2 Corinthians 5:15-17).  As a result, they eventually ‘fall-away’ from the faith.

Shouldn’t we be concerned that a person might reject the Gospel?

When we evangelize, God instructs us not the worry if a person might reject the Gospel, but rather ‘speak My Words whether they listen of not…for they are a rebellious house’ (Ezekiel 2:6-8).  Since ‘God’s children accept God’s discipline’ (Hebrews 12:7-8), we should not use any ‘man-made’ method in place of the Gospel to lead the ‘elect’ to Christ, because ‘the way of man leads to death’ (Proverbs 16:25).  And, since there are only 2 spiritual forces in the world – God & Satan (Matthew 6:24), any other method is Satanic, therefore, we should not be ‘paying attention to deceitful spirits & the doctrines of demons’ (1 Timothy 4:1).  This includes using the words of Satan himself to attempt to lead people to Christ.  For example, Jesus cast out demons from 2 possessed men, even though they acknowledged Who Jesus was (Matthew 8:28-32).  Likewise, Paul cast out a demon from a possessed woman, even though it was ‘proclaiming the way of salvation’ (Acts 16:16-18).  Paul warned that ‘savage wolves’ from within the church will rise up & ‘speak perverse things’ (Acts 20:29-32), which include non-biblical methods of evangelism.  Rather, we need to ‘pay attention to the public reading of Scripture’ (1 Timothy 4:13).

Although Jesus commands us to reach the lost with the Gospel, He is able reach His ‘elect’ on His own (Galatians 1:12), either through ‘special revelation,’ such as Peter’s conversion (Matthew 16:17-18), or through ‘general revelation,’ making us aware of Him through His creation ‘so that they are without excuse’ (Psalm 19:1-4; Romans 1:20-26).  Therefore, God is not ‘dependent’ on people to save His ‘elect,’ since they have been predestined by God Himself.

Won’t God judge me if I don’t use ‘every’ means I can to lead people to Christ?
NO!  God rewards those who ‘plant seeds’ as well as those who ‘harvest’ (1 Corinthians 3:6-15).  God is not as concerned about ‘how many’ people we can convert to Christ, as He is about us obeying Him, by using HIS method – the Gospel.  Jesus tells us that if a person rejects the Gospel, rather than use ‘another method,’ we are to ‘go out of the house or city, & shake the dust off your feet’ (Matthew 10:14).  Therefore, the ‘ends’ don’t justify the ‘means’ (‘Pragmatism’).

If there’s a predestined ‘elect,’ what difference does it make what ‘method’ we use to lead people to Christ?
Jesus commands us to use the Gospel during every method of evangelization (Mark 16:15), otherwise, we begin to believe that ‘our method’ is more effective, or ‘stronger,’ than God’s, which although it may be ‘lawful’ to do, God does not consider it ‘profitable’ for us to do it, because it won’t ‘edify’ in the long run (1 Corinthians 10:22-23), & it ‘conforms us to the world’ rather than to God (Romans 12:1-2).  As a result, using ‘other methods’ to lead people to Christ, actually leads the ‘non-elect,’ or the ‘wicked,’ to church, rather than the ‘elect,’ who eventually infests the church with ‘unsound doctrine’ that ‘tickles the ears’ & leads the Church ‘away from the truth & towards myths’ (2 Timothy 4:3-4).  Church is meant for the Church ONLY, otherwise, the Church begins to share its ‘fellowship’ with mostly ‘wicked,’ or the ‘non-elect’ who begin to introduce false doctrine.

If the Church grows, isn’t that ‘proof’ the ‘method’ is working (‘Pragmatism’)?
NO!  Church growth is not necessarily ‘proof’ that ‘pragmatic evangelism’ is working.  In fact church growth ‘may’ indicate that the Church is mostly made up of ‘wicked,’ unsaved people (Matthew 7:13).  For example, Islam is the largest denomination of any religion in the world, but their ‘growth’ doesn’t mean that they are believing in the ‘correct gospel.’  Roman Catholicism is the largest Christian denomination, but for those who accept their ‘works-faith gospel’ are not accepting the Biblical ‘grace-faith gospel’ that actually saves (Ephesians 2:8-9).  Some Arabic Bibles changed Jesus’ Deity from ‘Son of God’ to ‘The beloved son who comes from God’ in order to make the Gospel more ‘attractive’ to Muslims.  Many non-biblical methods used over the centuries to lead people to Christ, such as assimilating pagan beliefs into the Church to attract converts, have been the result of being ‘afraid’ that the Gospel alone wouldn’t attract the ‘elect.’  As a result, the early Church became ‘paganized’ & they began to teach false doctrine:
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However, preachers who trust God’s Word that the Gospel alone will lead the ‘elect’ to Christ have been demonstrated in their evangelization efforts.  For example, Billy Graham managed to preach in all but 7 countries in the entire world & led millions of people to Christ strictly by preaching the Gospel.  John MacArthur has been strictly preaching the Gospel for over 40 years in his church, which has held as many as 2,500 to 3,000 people at one time.  Charles Spurgeon strictly preached the Gospel to as many as 15 to 20 thousand people at one time!  On the day of Pentecost alone, the Church increased from 120 people to over 3,000 strictly from hearing the Gospel (Acts 2:41).

When a person doesn’t use the Gospel to lead people to Christ, that means that they don’t trust God & His Word, which state that the ‘elect’ is set & predestined by God Himself.  However, if they claim that they do trust it, then they’re actually trying to do the job of the Holy Spirit, by attempting to lead the ‘non-elect,’ or the ‘wicked’ to Christ – which isn’t possible.  Paul tells us that we should trust God & not be ‘ashamed’ of the Gospel by using another ‘method’ to lead people to Christ (Romans 1:16), because if we are ashamed of His Words, then Jesus will ‘be ashamed of us when He comes in the glory of His Father with the holy angels’ (Mark 8:38).

If God is the One Who predestines’ then how can I know if I am ‘truly’ His ‘elect?’
We can have ASSURANCE that we are the ‘elect,’ if we repent (‘change our minds’) & believe in the Gospel, which is in the written Word of Christ – Holy Scripture (1 John 5:13), & if we ‘call on the Name of the Lord, we will be saved’ (Romans 10:13-21).

‘call’ (Greek: ‘epikaleō’ – ‘to appeal to be helped/judged; to cry out, to permit to be surnamed’).  Just as a child, who takes on the ‘surname’ of his father who adopts him & agrees to live by his rules, when the truly predestined ‘elect’ call on Jesus to be saved, they aren’t only asking Him to be the Savior of their souls, but also the Lord over their entire lives! (Romans 6:1-8; 2 Corinthians 5:14-17; Ephesians 1:5; 2 Peter 3:17-18; Jude 1:25).

It’s not as important to understand ‘how’ God predestines His ‘elect,’ as it is to understand & believe that there IS INDEED an ‘elect,’ & that we are to use the method God laid out in Scripture to lead the ‘elect’ to Christ – the GOSPEL - whether ‘we’ feel that we are being ‘successful’ or not.  The Prophet Jeremiah didn’t ‘convert’ one person in 5 decades of his ministry (Jeremiah 20:7-10), yet God was pleased with Jeremiah, simply because he trusted in God & obeyed His commands.

Next Bible study topic:  “Is Heaven real?  What is Heaven like, & who is in Heaven?”

Next Bible study:  Sometime in January 2012
Prayer/Praise

Concluding prayer                        

Merry CHRISTmas & Happy New Year!

