Week Forty-Two – “Is Heaven real, what is Heaven like, & who is in Heaven?” (Part 2)

Welcome/Prayer

Review of Week 41: “Is Heaven real, what is Heaven like, & who is in Heaven?” (Part 1)
Although 98% of the history of the world has believed in some form of Heaven, Jesus tells us that only a ‘few’ (Greek: ‘small in number’) will end up there (Matthew 7:14), & that not everyone who calls Him ‘Lord, Lord’ (i.e.: self-professed ‘Christians’) will end up there, but only those who do ‘the will of the Father’ (Matthew 7:21), while those ‘who practice lawlessness’ (i.e.: ‘practice sinning’) (Matthew 7:23; 1 John 3:4), will end up in ‘that place of weeping & gnashing of teeth’ (i.e.: Hell) (Luke 13:27-28).  Many passages describe Heaven’s direction as ‘up’ (Genesis 5:24; 2 Kings 2:1,11; Luke 16:23; 18:13; 2 Corinthians 12:2-4).  After the Rapture, the Church will receive new, ‘spiritual bodies’ much like the angels (1 Corinthians 15:35,40-44; Matthew 22:30; Acts 1:10; John 20:12; Revelation 4:4; 19:7-14).  In Heaven, God sits on His throne, surrounded by a rainbow, the Church (’24 Elders’), ‘specific’ angels (‘4 Living Creatures’), many angels, & Jesus standing at His right side (Revelation 4:1-5:14; Matthew 22:44; 26:63-63; Acts 7:55-56).  After Christ’s ‘1,000 year reign’ (Revelation 20:3-7), the present heaven & earth will ‘pass away’ (Greek:‘vanish, fade away’), because God will create a ‘new heaven & new earth’ (Greek:‘unused, recently made’)(Revelation 21:1; 2 Peter 3:7-13), & a ‘new Jerusalem’ coming down from Heaven, where all ‘genuine’ believers from all past ages will live with God for all eternity in His holy city, & where there will be no death or curse, & where they will be able to see the face of God! (Revelation 21:1-5,10-27; 22:1-5; Matthew 5:8).

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

“Is Heaven real, what is Heaven like, & who is in Heaven?” (Part 2)
How did people in Heaven get there?
Everyone who is in Heaven right now got there strictly by the ‘grace’ of God by His ‘gift’ of faith in Jesus Christ, given to them by God Himself, & not by any works on their part (Ephesians 2:8-9; Isaiah 64:6).

‘grace’ (Greek: ‘charis’ – ‘unearned favour; a gift’)

Although God/Jesus gave us commands to follow, such as ‘baptism’ (Matthew 28:19), ‘communion’ (Luke 22:19-20), the ’10 Commandments’ (Exodus 20:1-17), etc., they are not ‘requirements’ of salvation, otherwise they would be ‘works’ that we would have to ‘do’ in order to ‘earn’ God’s grace, which is ‘unearnable.’  Salvation is not based on works (Ephesians 2:9), but rather through ‘faith’ (v.8).  Also, if we broke even one of God’s commandments, it would be like breaking them all (James 2:10).

‘faith’ (Greek:  ‘pistis’ – ‘an assurance of salvation; a strong and welcome conviction or belief that Jesus is the Messiah, through whom we obtain eternal salvation in the kingdom of God’)

‘Faith’ is not to be confused with a personal or religious ‘belief’ (which originates from ‘within’ & cannot be verified that it came from God), but rather ‘faith’ is an ‘assurance’ that we may ‘know we have eternal life’ based on what’s written in God’s Holy Word (1 John 5:13), & the ‘conviction’ (which originates from ‘without’ ourselves) when God changed our hearts, Who made us realize that our sin eternally separated us from Him, & that He allowed a ‘substitute’ to take on our sin – His sinless Son, Jesus Christ – Who sacrificed Himself to ‘become’ sin for us (2 Corinthians 5:21), so that we can know that we may have eternal life (John 3:16; Hebrews 11:1).

Who are some of the people in Heaven right now?  The “Hall of Faith” (Hebrews 11:1-40)

Along with God the Father, Jesus Christ, & the Holy Spirit Who are in Heaven (Matthew 22:44; 26:63-63; Acts 7:55-56; Revelation 4:2,5,8,11; 5:1,5-10,12-13), as well as the ‘elect’ angels (1 Timothy 5:21), the writer of Hebrews gives a ‘non-exclusive list’ of some Old Testament ‘saints,’ who, because of their genuine trust &‘faith’ (‘pistis’) (v.1) in God while they were alive (v.2-40), will share the same eternal fate with all those who have placed their genuine trust & ‘faith’ in Jesus Christ for their salvation (John 3:16).

Is Cain (brother of Abel) in Heaven?
Because Abel offered a more ‘acceptable’ sacrifice to God than Cain did (Hebrews 11:4), God did not accept Cain’s sacrifice (Genesis 4:5).  God assured Cain that if he mastered sin, rather than allowing sin to master him, Cain’s ‘countenance would be lifted’ (i.e.: he would be accepted by God) (v.7).  However, Cain refused to listen to God, remained angry (v.5), murdered his brother Abel (v.8), lied to God when He asked Cain where Abel was (v.9), & refused to repent, because Cain was ‘of the evil one (i.e.: the devil)’ & ‘his deeds were evil’ (1 John 3:12).  Jude makes it clear that Sodom & Gomorrah’s fate is of the same ‘punishment of eternal fire’ (i.e.: Hell) (v.7), because ‘they have gone the way of Cain’ (v.11).  Cain’s evil mindset continued on down to his great-great-great grandson, Lamech, who committed bigamy, murdered a man for wounding him, & a boy for striking Him (Genesis 4:19-24).  Based on these passages, it is clear that Cain is not in Heaven.

Is Esau (brother of Jacob) in Heaven?
Although Esau desired to murder Jacob & seek vengeance on Jacob for not only tricking Esau out of his birthright (Genesis 25:29-34), but also stealing his blessing from their father Isaac (Genesis 27:25-29,36,41), Esau later forgave & reconciled with Jacob (Genesis 33:4).  However, Isaac sent Esau away, because Esau would ‘live by the sword’ (Genesis 27:39-40), which Jesus tells us not to do (Matthew 26:52), & that Esau would one day ‘break the yoke from Jacob’s neck’ (Hebrew: ‘`ol’ – ‘authority, servitude.’)  Esau’s descendants (the Edomites) would later fulfill this prophecy (2 Kings 8:20-22; 2 Chronicles 21:8-10; 28:16-17), & become enemies of Israel (Jacob).  Furthermore, Esau married pagan Canaanite women, including Ishmael’s daughter, Nasemath (Genesis 36:1-3), purposely & willfully rebelling against the oaths of Abraham & Isaac not to marry Canaanite women (Genesis 24:2-4; 28:1-2, 6-9).  Esau’s other descendants, the Ishmaelites, would also become enemies of Israel (Jacob).  This is why Malachi 1:2-3 & Romans 9:13 record that God ‘loved Jacob (the Israelites) & hated Esau (the Edomites/Ishmaelites)’ (Hebrew: ‘sane'‘ / Greek: ‘miseō’ – ‘relative preference of one people over another; detested; not choosing for intimate fellowship in the realm of redemption.’)  However, even though Esau purposely & willingly rebelled against God, Abraham, Isaac, & Jacob, there is not enough Biblical evidence to determine if Esau is in Heaven or not.

Are Zacharias & Elizabeth, John the Baptist, Mary & Joseph, Simeon, & the 12 Apostles in Heaven?
Although Zacharias doubted an angel of the Lord, who told him that he & Elizabeth would have a son named John, because of his old age, which caused him to become mute (Luke 1:11-20), Zacharias later believed in the angel’s revelation to him by insisting that his son was to be called John, rather than Zacharias, which caused him to be able to speak again (v.59-64).  Zacharias became ‘filled with the Holy Spirit,’ realizing that the Child, who Elizabeth’s cousin, Mary, was carrying, was a ‘horn of salvation...in the house of David’ (v.67-69), & that John was to be ‘the prophet of the Most High....to give to His people the knowledge of salvation by the forgiveness of their sins’ (v.76-77).

Elizabeth believed that her miraculous pregnancy in her old age was because of the Lord’s work (Luke 1:24-25), & later was ‘filled with the Holy Spirit,’ & believed that her cousin, Mary, was carrying ‘the mother of my Lord’ (v.41-44).

Mary, the mother of Jesus, did not initially believe in the revelation of the angel Gabriel that she would be conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit & give birth to the Son of God, because she was a virgin (Luke 1:26-35).  However, after Gabriel told Mary that her much older cousin, Elizabeth, was pregnant, she believed (v.36-38), & after visiting Elizabeth & seeing that she was indeed pregnant in her old age & Mary was told by Elizabeth that she was to be the ‘mother of my Lord’ (v.39-43), Mary rejoiced that the Child in her womb was her Savior & redeemer of her sins (v.46-47; c.f. – Galatians 4:4-5; Colossians 1:13-14).

Although Joseph had planned to divorce Mary after hearing of his virgin fiancée’s pregnancy (Matthew 1:18-19), after an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream telling him the Child in Mary’s womb was conceived by the Holy Spirit & the promised Messiah (Isaiah 7:14), he believed & later obeyed the angel & took Mary & Jesus to Egypt for safety (Matthew 1:13-14) & then later back to Nazareth (v.19-23).

Jesus acknowledged the ministry of John the Baptist (Matthew 3:13-15; 11:11), who recognized Jesus as ‘the Lamb of God Who takes away the sin of the world’ (John 1:29,36), & publicly testified that Jesus was ‘the Son of God’ (v.15,30-34), & later John was martyred for His faith after convicting Herod of his adulterous affair (Matthew 14:1-12).

The Holy Spirit revealed to Simeon that the Child Jesus was the ‘Lord’s Christ (Messiah)’ (Luke 2:25-27), & Simeon blessed God declaring ‘my eyes have seen your salvation’ (v.28-32).

Jesus declared to the original ‘believing’ 11 Apostles (minus Judas) that the place He was preparing for them (i.e.: Heaven), He would ‘come again’ & ‘there you may be also’ (John 14:2-6).  Andrew acknowledged to Peter that Jesus was the Messiah (John 1:40-41), God revealed to Peter that Jesus was ‘the Christ, the Son of the living God’ (Matthew 16:16-17), & Thomas acknowledged Jesus was ‘my Lord & my God!’ (John 20:28).

Is Judas in Heaven?
No.  Jesus described Judas as ‘a devil’ (John 6:66-71), ‘unclean,’ ‘lost,’ (NKJV) & ‘it would have been good if that man if he had not been born’ (Matthew 26:24; John 13:10-18; 17:12).  Judas was possessed by Satan (John 13:21-27), & described by Jesus as ‘the son of perdition’ (‘doomed to/son of destruction’) (John 17:12) – a term described by the apostle Paul to only one other individual – the antichrist (2 Thessalonians 2:3 – NKJV; c.f. – 1 John 2:28), who will end up in the eternal ‘the lake of fire (i.e.: Hell)’ (Revelation 19:19-20).  Judas’ eternal fate is described as ‘turned aside to go to his own place (i.e.: Hell)’ (Acts 1:25), which is a place of eternal solitude from God (Proverbs 15:29; 2 Thessalonians 1:9).

Who else does the Bible say is/will be in Heaven?
At Pentecost, 120 people were praying in the upper room, including the original ‘believing’ 11 Apostles (Acts 1:13), Mary, the mother of Jesus, & Jesus’ four half-brothers (v.14; c.f.: Matthew 13:55; Galatians 1:19; Jude 1), & Barsabbas (Justus) & Matthias (Acts 1:23), when they were ‘filled’ with the Holy Spirit (Acts 2:1-4).  On that same day, 3,000 people repented, believed, & were baptized (Acts 2:38-44).

The Apostle Paul (who wrote 2/3 of the New Testament) was personally converted by Jesus (Acts 9:15-17; Galatians 1:11-12,15) & at the end of his life wrote that he had ‘fought the good fight’ & was ready to receive his ‘crown of righteousness’ (2 Timothy 4:7-8), which is rewarded in Heaven at the ‘Be’ma’ Judgment Seat of Christ (Romans 14:7-12; 2 Corinthians 5:10).  Stephen was ‘full of grace, power, & the Holy Spirit,’ & was martyred for his faith (Acts 6:5,8; 7:55-60).  Barnabas (colleague of Paul & cousin to the writer of the Gospel of Mark) sold his land to advance the apostles’ ministry of Jesus (Acts 4:36-37; 13:2) was described by Paul as ‘given the right hand of fellowship’ (Galatians 2:9).  Timothy, a protégé of Paul, who described Timothy as a ‘true child in the faith’ (1 Timothy 1:2), shared this same faith with his mother, Lois, & his grandmother, Eunice (Acts 16:1-2; 2 Timothy 1:5).  Lydia & her believing household, Paul & Silas’ jailor & his believing household, Crispus & his believing household, Gaius, & Stephanas & his believing household all accepted Jesus as their Lord & Savior (Acts 16:14-15,29-34; 18:8; Romans 16:23; 1 Corinthians 1:14,16; 16:15).  The Centurion at the cross declared Jesus ‘truly was the Son of God!’ (Matthew 27:54; Mark 15:39).  When the thief on the cross, who defended that Jesus had ‘done nothing wrong’ & asked Jesus if He would ‘remember me when You come in Your kingdom’ (Luke 23:40-42), Jesus assured him that ‘today, you shall be with Me in Paradise (i.e.: Heaven)’(v.43; c.f. – Revelation 2:7; 22:2).  Nicodemus, a secret follower of Jesus, who defended Him against the other Pharisees (John 3:1-21; 7:5-52) & Joseph of Arimathea, also a ‘secret disciple of Jesus,’ buried Jesus in Joseph’s tomb (John 19:38-42). 

After the Rapture of the Church, there will be ‘saints’ who accept Jesus as their Lord & Savior during the 7 year Tribulation period, who will be martyred for their faith under the tyrannical rule of the antichrist (i.e.: beast of the sea)(Revelation 6:9-10; 7:9-14; 13:11-18), & 2 ‘unnamed’ Witnesses will also be martyred for prophesying about Jesus, but then after 3 ½ days God will resurrect them, & they will be go up ‘into Heaven in a cloud’ (Revelation 11:3,7-12).

King David, who is in Heaven (Psalm 16:10-11; 23:6; Hebrews 11:30-33), declared that he would go to be with his son who died when he was 7 days old (2 Samuel 12:15-23), just like all babies who die before they reach an ‘age of accountability’ (Deuteronomy 1:39; Isaiah 7:15-16)(See handout on ‘What happens to young children, babies, & infants in the womb who die without baptism?’)
All genuine ‘born again’ believers who not only accept Jesus as the Savior of their soul, but also allow Jesus to be Lord over every aspect of their lives, will also enter Heaven (John 3:3-8).

Are Adam & Eve in Heaven?
The Bible does not specifically say if Adam & Eve are in Heaven.  However, they were aware of God’s redemptive plan (Genesis 3:15), & God covered them with ‘garments of skin’ (Hebrew: ‘`owr’ – ‘hide of animals’) (v.21) after the Fall, just as Jesus ‘covered’ us with his shed blood on the cross (Romans 4:7-8).

Outside of people mentioned in the Bible, can we know for certain if someone who has died is in Heaven?
No.  Although a person can ‘demonstrate’ that their faith is genuine (& not ‘dead’) by their works (James 2:17-18), good works by themselves, or ‘in addition’ to faith, aren’t proof that they will go to Heaven when they die, because ‘all our righteous deeds are like a filthy garment’ to God (Isaiah 64:6; Romans 3:10-12).  Only God/Jesus knows for sure who will go to Heaven when they die, because He is the only One Who can ‘judge the thoughts & intentions of the heart’ (Matthew 12:25; Hebrews 4:12).  This is why we should not pray to anyone who has died, because we can’t know for sure if they are really in Heaven or not.

Can we pray to people who the Bible states are in Heaven?
No.  Scripture tells us that Jesus is our ONLY Mediator between God & man (1 Timothy 2:5), because Jesus is our sinless ‘High Priest of our confession’ (2 Corinthians 5:21; Hebrews 3:1; 4:14-16; 6:20), because ‘there is salvation in no one else; for there is no other name under heaven that has been given among men by which we must be saved’ (Acts 4:12).  Jesus is the only Man Who can stand in the presence of God for us, & is also God Who stands in the presence of man, which is why we are not to pray to ‘saints,’ even if they are in the Bible.

“Blessed are the pure in heart, for they shall see God.” (Matthew 5:8)

“There will no longer be any curse; and the throne of God and of the Lamb will be in it, and His bond-servants will serve Him; they will see His face, and His name will be on their foreheads.” (Revelation 22:3-4)

"For whoever is ashamed of Me and My words in this adulterous and sinful generation, the Son of Man will also be ashamed of him when He comes in the glory of His Father with the holy angels." (Mark 8:38)

Next Bible study topic:  “Are angels real?  What do they ‘look’ like?” (Part 1- holy angels)

Next Bible study:  Saturday, March 3rd at 6:30pm
Prayer/Praise

Concluding prayer         

