Week Forty-Three – “Are angels real? What are they like?” (Part 1 – Holy Angels)

Welcome/Prayer

Review of Week 42: “Is Heaven real, what is Heaven like, & who is in Heaven?” (Part 2)
Everyone who is in Heaven right now got there strictly by the grace ('unearned favor') of God by His gift of faith ('an assurance/conviction')(Ephesians 2:8-9; Hebrews 11:1) that His sinless Son, Jesus Christ, sacrificed Himself of the cross, so that we may know that we may have eternal life (John 3:16; 1 John 5:13). Hebrews 11:2-40 gives a 'non-exclusive list' of some Old Testament 'saints,' who, because of their genuine faith, are in Heaven.  New Testament 'saints,' like Zacharias & Elizabeth, John the Baptist, Mary & Joseph, Simeon, & the 11 'believing' Apostles are also in Heaven, because they share this same 'saving, assuring, convicting' faith (Matthew 1:13-23; Luke 1:11-77; 2:25-32; John 1:15,29-36; 14:2-6). Because of Cain's 'evil deeds' (1 John 3:12), Cain's fate of 'punishment of eternal fire' is the same as Sodom & Gomorrah’s (Jude v.11). Judas is also not in Heaven based on the testimony of Jesus (John 13:10-27; 17:12), because Judas 'turned aside to go to his own place' (Acts 1:25). Although Esau purposefully & willingly rebelled against God, Abraham, Isaac, & Jacob (Genesis 24:2-4; 28:1-2,6-9), it's unclear from Scripture if Esau is in Heaven or not. Although Adam & Eve sinned, they are in Heaven because God 'covered' them with 'garments of skin' of a slain animal (Genesis 3:15), just as Jesus 'covered' us with his shed blood on the cross (Romans 4:7-8). We cannot be certain of anyone who is in Heaven, outside of those mentioned in the Bible, because only Jesus knows 'the intentions of the heart' (Hebrews 4:12), which is why we are not to pray to anyone except Jesus, because He is our ONLY Mediator & High Priest between God & man (1 Timothy 2:5; Hebrews 4:14-16).

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

“Are angels real? What are they like?” (Part 1 – Holy Angels)
What is an angel?
'angel' [Hebrew: 'mal'ak' / Greek: 'aggelos' (masculine nouns) – 'messenger (one sent), servant from God.'] They can refer to either mankind/church leaders (Revelation 1:20; 2:1-5), or spiritually, heavenly angels (Hebrews 1:14).
What do angels 'look' like?
They can appear in 'white' (John 20:12), symbolizing brightness & purity, & in Revelation 5:8, they carry 'harps' & 'bowls of incense' around the throne of God, along with the '24 Elders' (the Raptured Church) – who Jesus says will 'be like the angels of heaven' (Matthew 22:30) - & the '4 Living Creatures.'
Who, or what, are the '4 Living Creatures' of Revelation?
The '4 Living Creatures' are before the throne of God & described as looking 'like' a lion, a calf, a face like a man, & like a flying eagle, [symbolizing their strength & power, humble service to God, rationality, & service to God with swiftness (MacArthur NJKV Study Bible, p. 1998.)], each having 6 wings, full of eyes, saying 'Holy, holy holy' (Revelation 4:6-8), & giving the Lord glory (Revelation 5:12). These angelic-like 'Living Creatures' are very similar in appearance to the '4 Living Creatures' in Ezekiel 1:3-11, except the 'Living Creatures' in Ezekiel have a 'hand of a man under their wings' (v.8), & they have FOUR wings (v.6,11) instead of SIX, which they use to 'rise up' (Ezekiel 10:14-15), which Ezekiel identifies as 'Cherubim.'
What are 'Cherubim?'
Cherubim are 'specific' angels that guarded Eden & the tree of life when Adam & Eve were banished (Genesis 3:24). Two Cherubim hovered over the ark of the Covenant, turned down toward the 'mercy seat' (Exodus 25:18-20).  Cherubim were also created out of gold in the Temple, but these Cherubim only had two wings (1 Kings 6:23-28; 2 Chronicles 3:7-14). Lucifer, in his 'pre-fallen' state, was originally created as a holy Cherub (Ezekiel 28:12-15).
What are 'Seraphim?'
Seraphim (Hebrew: 'saraph' – 'fiery, burning ones') are servants of purification ('purging')(Isaiah 6:1-7) that – like the '4 Living Creatures' in Revelation – are above the throne of God, have six wings, they fly (like the Cherubim), call out 'Holy, holy, holy' & give the Lord glory. Their purpose is to worship God continually & bring attention to His majesty & glory.
Does the Bible 'specifically' describe angels as having wings?
The 'king' of the 'demon-like' creatures in Revelation Ch. 12 is described as the 'angel of the abyss/bottomless pit' (v.11), who is called by the ancient Hebrew name, 'Abaddon' (which means 'destruction, minister of death/havoc), & the ancient Greek name, 'Apollyon' (which means 'destroyer'), who is later identified as Satan (Hebrew & Greek: 'satan' – 'adversary) – the Devil (Greek: 'diabolos' - 'accuser')(Revelation 20:1-3). In Satan's 'pre-fallen' state, he was created as a holy Cherub – Lucifer (Isaiah 14:12 – KJV; Ezekiel 28:14). Therefore, since Satan is an angel (2 Corinthians 2:14; Revelation 9:11; 12:7) – specifically, a Cherub - & Cherubim have wings (Ezekiel 1:6,8,11; 10:16), then that means that angels do indeed have wings. 
What is an 'archangel' & is Michael the only one?
The Apostle Paul describes the voice of 'THE' archangel (1 Thessalonians 4:16) & Jude names him as Michael (Jude v.9).
'archangel' (Greek: 'archaggelos' – 'chief/leader of other angels.') The Apostle John describes Michael as the leader of 'HIS' angels warring against Satan & his angels in a future battle in heaven, midway through the Tribulation period (Revelation 12:7-9). Furthermore, Michael is described as 'one of the chief princes' (Daniel 10:13).
'one' [Hebrew: ''echad' – 'one (in number); only; first (in rank').] Ex: Moses describes the Lord God as 'One' (Genesis 3:22; Deuteronomy 6:4). The Apostle John describes Jesus as the 'First and the Last' (Revelation 1:17; 2:8; 22:13). Just as Jesus is the firstborn of all creation (Colossians 1:15) & the One and only true God, Michael is the first in rank & the one and only of the 'chief princes' (Daniel 10:13), just as the President of the United States is the first in rank & the one and only Commander in Chief of our armed forces.
'chief' (Hebrew: 'ri'shown' – 'primary, foremost, first in degree; former, previous.') Ex: Esau was born first ('chief,' or ‘previous to’) ahead of Jacob.  Moses describes a famine that occurred previous ('chief') to the famine in Abraham's day. God tells Job that His angels ('sons of God') were pre-existed previously before the creation of the earth (Job 38:4-7).
'princes' (Hebrew: 'sar' – 'leader, head, official, commander, overseer.') Ex: Moses describes Pharaoh's officials ('princes')(Genesis 12:15), & Philco, the commander ('prince') of Abimelech's army (Genesis 21:22,32; 26:26).
Therefore, Michael is the 'one & only, first in rank, of the pre-existed commanders of God's spiritual, heavenly, & holy angelic army,' & is also the ONLY archangel of God (1 Thessalonians 4:16; Jude v.9).  Furthermore, Michael is the ONLY angel in Scripture who is described as ‘your prince’ to Daniel, who stands firmly (Daniel 12:21), & the ONLY ‘great prince’ (Hebrew: ‘gadowl’ – ‘importance in intensity; distinguished; in multitude’), who stands guard over Israel (Daniel 12:1).

Aren’t Gabriel, Lucifer, & Raphael archangels?
NO!  ‘Gabriel’ (Hebrew: ‘Gabriy'el’ / Greek: ‘Gabriēl’ – ‘man/warrior of God’) is ONLY described as appearing to Daniel in the form of a ‘man,’ (Daniel 8:16; 9:21) & before Zacharias & Mary as an ‘angel’ (Luke 1:5-19, 26-27), but he’s NEVER described in Scripture as an archangel, except in the uninspired, unscriptural, false ‘gnostic’ “Infancy ‘gospel’ of James,” which teaches a different God, Jesus, & plan of salvation from the Bible.  Although ‘Lucifer’ (Latin: ‘light-bearer’) was a ‘bright morning star’ (Isaiah 14:12 - KJV), a ‘seal of perfection, full of wisdom, perfect in beauty, the anointed cherub, & blameless in his ways’ (Ezekiel 28:12-15), he’s NEVER described in Scripture as an archangel – only an angel (Revelation 9:11; 12:7-9).  Raphael is only mentioned in the uninspired, unscriptural, Apocryphal book of Tobit as ‘one of 7 angels that stands & serves before the Glory of God’ (Tobit 12:15), but NEVER as an archangel.  The belief of there being other archangels besides Michael, originated after the Jews were exiled to Babylon, who later returned to Jerusalem, & brought back the names of ‘archangels’ from the Persian religion of Zoroastrianism, that believed in ‘7 Amshaspands’ (i.e.: 7 of the highest spirits of the religion).  Also, although Revelation gives numerous examples of ‘7 angels’ pouring out several judgments on the earth (Revelation 8:2-6; 15:6-8; 16:1; 17:1; 21:9), they are only described as ‘angels,’ not archangels.
Is Jesus & Michael the archangel the same individual?
NO!  Since Michael is an angel, he is a created being (Job 38:4-7), while Jesus is eternal (John 1:1,14; 8:58; 10:30-33; Hebrews 1:8; 13:8).

‘Michael’ (Hebrew: ‘Miyka'el’ / Greek: ‘Michaēl’ – ‘Who is like God?’)  Michael’s name does not imply that he is ‘like’ God, but rather a question to ask, ‘WHO is like God?’ – which is no one, including Michael.  Jehovah Witnesses point to 1 Thessalonians 4:16, that since Jesus comes with a shout (c.f. – Matthew 25:6), & Jesus comes with the voice of the archangel, then that means that Jesus is Michael the archangel.  However, since they deny the Deity of Christ (John 1:1,14, etc.), they must overlook the next part of 1 Thessalonians 4:16, which states that Jesus also comes ‘with the trumpet of God.’

‘with’ (Greek: ‘en’ – ‘a fixed position, in place, time, or state.’)  Ex:  ‘The virgin will be with Child’ (but the virgin is not the same person as the Child).  Also, 1 Thessalonians 4:17 states that those who are still alive will be ‘caught up’ together ‘with’ (Greek: ‘syn’ – ‘besides, accompany’) the dead in Christ.  Although the dead & alive in Christ are both part of the Raptured Church, they are not the same group of people, since one group is dead & the other is alive – they merely get ‘caught up’ with each other, just as Jesus comes with the ‘VOICE’ of the archangel (v.16), but He’s not the archangel.

Although Jesus is God (John 1:1,14) & the ‘Angel of the LORD’ is a manifestation of God in the Old Testament (Exodus 3:2-4), and although both the Angel of the LORD & Michael the archangel say to Satan, ‘The LORD rebuke you!’ (Zechariah 3:1-2, Jude v.9), that doesn’t mean that God/Jesus & Michael the archangel are the same individual, just because they say the same words, contrary to the beliefs of Seventh Day Adventists.  First, Michael the archangel ‘did not dare pronounce against him [Satan] a railing judgment,’ while Jesus ‘has been given full authority on heaven & on earth’ (Matthew 28:18-20), including rebuking Satan on command (Matthew 4:10-11; 16:23).  Second, Jesus & Satan are both called lions (1 Peter 5:8; Revelation 5:5), morning stars (Isaiah 14:12; Revelation 22:16), princes (Isaiah 9:6; Ephesians 2:2), & light (John 8:12; 9:5; 2 Corinthians 7:14), however, that doesn’t mean that they are the same person, since they are both in the wilderness together (Matthew 4:1), nor does it mean that they are ‘spirit brothers,’ like Mormons believe, since Satan (being an angel) was created, while Jesus is eternal (Job 38:4-7; John 1:1,14; 8:58; 10:30-33; Hebrews 1:8; 13:8).  Third, the writer of Hebrews tells us that although angels (which includes Michael) are called ‘SONS of God’ (Job 38:4-7), ONLY Jesus is called ‘THE’ exclusive, only-begotten, ‘SON of God’ (John 3:16; Hebrews 1:5).  Fourth, while Jesus is commanded to be worshipped (Hebrews 1: 6), angels are not (Revelation 19:10; 22:8-9).  Therefore, Jesus & Michael the archangel are NOT the same individual.

Can angels eat, appear to us in physical form now, & marry & reproduce?  Are they all male & can any more ‘fall from grace?’
Although angels don’t ‘need’ to eat, angels are ‘able’ to eat.  Angels ate with Abraham (Genesis 18:1-8), as well as his nephew, Lot, when he was in Sodom (Genesis 19:1-3).  

‘Holy’ angels can still appear to us – even today! (Hebrews 13:2).  ‘Fallen’ angels can appear to us & deliver a false gospel (Galatians 1:8), & Satan can transform into an ‘angel of light’ (2 Corinthians 11:14).  

‘Holy,’ obedient, heavenly angels can’t marry & reproduce (Matthew 22:30), but that ‘may’ not apply to the wicked, disobedient, ‘fallen’ angels (i.e.: sons of God – Genesis 6:2-4).  The Greek word for ‘angel’ (‘aggelos’) is a masculine noun, & all angels in the Bible have male names & are referred to as ‘he,’ ‘his,’ ‘son,’ or ‘father’ [ex:  Gabriel (Luke 1:26-28), Lucifer (Isaiah 14:12) Michael/Satan (Revelation 12:7), ‘Father the Devil/Father of lies’ (John 8:44), ‘sons of God’ (Genesis 6:2,4; Job 1:6; 2:1; 38:7)].  So, even though angels don’t marry in Heaven (Matthew 22:30), that doesn’t mean there is no ‘gender’ in Heaven.

Unlike the ‘fallen’ angels, ‘holy’ angels are called the ‘elect’ (‘chosen’) of God (1 Timothy 5:21).  So, just as the human ‘elect’ of God, can’t lose their salvation (John 3:16; 10:27-29; Romans 8:38-39), no ‘further’ angels can ‘fall from grace.’

Next Bible study topic: “Are angels real? What do they ‘look’ like?” (Part 2- Satan)
Next Bible study: Saturday, March 24th at 6:30pm
Prayer/Praise

Concluding prayer 

