Week Forty-Four – “Are demons real? Why, how, & when did Satan fall?” (Part 2 – Satan)

Welcome/Prayer

Review of Week 43: “Are angels real?  What are they like?” (Part 1 – holy angels)
Angels are messengers (‘ones sent’) or servants from God.  Angels can appear in white (John 20:12), & they carry ‘harps’ & ‘bowls of incense’ around the throne of God in Heaven (Revelation 5:8).  The ‘Four Living Creatures’ (Revelation 4:6-9) are ‘specific,’ six-winged angels, which are very similar to the four-winged Cherubim in Ezekiel 1:5-11 & 10:15-16 & the six-winged Seraphim in Isaiah 6:2-6.  Angels, such as Lucifer in his ‘pre-fallen’ state (Ezekiel 28:12-15 – KJV/NKJV), & also in his ‘fallen’ state as Satan, along with his demons (Revelation 9:9-11), all have wings.  Although Jesus is God (John 1:1,14; 8:58), Who manifests Himself as the ‘Angel of the LORD’ (Exodus 3:2-4), Jesus is not Michael the archangel, simply because they have said the same words (Zechariah 3:2; Jude v.9).  Unlike Michael the archangel (Hebrew: ‘’echad’ – archaggelos – ‘chief/leader of the angels’), who is a created being like other angels (Ezekiel 28:15; Job 38:4-7), Jesus, however, is eternal (Hebrews 1:8; 13:8) & is the ONLY begotten Son of God (John 3:16; Hebrews 1:1-14).  Michael is also ‘THE’ only archangel (1 Thessalonians 4:16; Jude v.9), who is ‘one [(Hebrew: ‘’echad’ – only, first (in rank)] of the chief princes’ (Daniel 10:13), or ‘one & only, first in rank of the pre-existed commanders of God’s spiritual, heavenly, & holy angelic army.’  Angels have the ability to eat (Genesis 18:1-8; 19:1-3), appear to us today (Hebrews 13:2), & are ‘male’ (Greek:‘aggelos’ – masculine noun) in ‘gender’ (Genesis 6:2,4; Job 1:6; 2:1; 38:7; Luke 1:26-28; Isaiah 14:12; John 8:44; Revelation 12:7).  ‘HOLY’ angels in Heaven can not marry & reproduce (Matthew 22:30), & since ‘holy’ angels are called the ‘elect’ of God (1 Timothy 5:21), no ‘further’ angels can ‘fall’ from God’s grace.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

“Are demons real?  Why, how, & when did Satan fall?” (Part 2 – Satan)
What is the difference between a demon & a devil?
‘demon’  (Greek: ‘daimōn’ – ‘an evil spirit’ / ‘daimonion’ – ‘evil spirits or ministers of the devil.’)  For example, Jesus speaks with ‘demons’ who are possessing two men (Matthew 8:31).

‘devil’ (Greek:  ‘diabolos’ – ‘the Devil (Satan); slanderer, false accuser; man opposing the cause of God, acting the part of the devil/siding with him.’)  For example, Jesus says the Devil was a ‘murderer from the beginning…and is a liar & father of lies’ (John 8:44).  Jesus also describes Judas as a ‘devil’ (John 6:70).

‘Satan’ (Hebrew: ‘satan’ / Greek: ‘Satan(as)’ – ‘prince of evil spirits; adversary of God & Christ.’)  For example, Satan ‘falsely’ accused Job before God that Job would reject Him if God took away his family, home, rich lifestyle, & his health (Job 1:6-19; 2:1-8), which Job didn’t do (Job 1:20-22; 2:9-10).  Satan also ‘unsuccessfully’ tempted Jesus in the wilderness (Matthew 4:1-11).

Does the Bible say Satan & his demons ‘fell’ from God’s grace?
John records the origin ‘Fall’ of Satan & ‘his angels’ (i.e.: demons) (Revelation 12:1-9).  The ‘woman’ described as being ‘clothed with the sun, and the moon under her feet, & on her head a crown of 12 stars’ (v.1), is Old Testament Israel (Genesis 37:5-10), which the ‘male Child’ Jesus (Revelation 12:2,4-5) was born out of the tribe of Judah (Revelation 5:5).  Israel is often pictured as a ‘mother’ giving birth agonizing & suffering, ‘laboring in birth pangs’ (Isaiah 26:17-18; 54:1; 66:7-12; Hosea 13:13; Micah 4:10; 5:2-3; Matthew 24:8; Revelation 12:2), longing for the Messiah to come & destroy Satan & usher in His kingdom (John MacArthur Study Bible, ft.nte. p. 2008).  The ‘dragon’ (Revelation 12:3-4) is the Devil, Satan, the ‘serpent of old’ (v.7-9; c.f. – Genesis 3:1), who ‘swept away’ (past tense) ‘a third of the stars of heaven’ (‘demons’ – v.4,7-9).  Revelation 12:4 describes Satan’s original ‘fall’ from God’s grace, who Jesus saw ‘fall from Heaven like lightening’ (Luke 10:18), while Revelation 12:7-9 describes Satan’s future fall to earth & permanent expulsion from Heaven, which begins the last 3½ years, or ‘one thousand two hundred & sixty days’ (v.6), in the middle of the future 7 year Tribulation period, when Satan persecutes the ‘woman’ (i.e.: Israel) by making her ‘flee’ into the wilderness (v.6,13-17).

How do we know Satan is an angel?
The demonic-like creatures that are released from the ‘bottomless pit/abyss’ (Revelation 9:1-10) during the 7 year Tribulation period, ‘have as a king over them, the angel of the bottomless pit/abyss; his name in Hebrew is Abaddon, & in Greek he has the name Apollyon’ (v.11).

‘Abaddon’ (Hebrew: ‘'abaddown’ / Greek: ‘Abaddōn’ – ‘destruction; minister of death.’)

‘Apollyon’ (Greek: ‘Apollyōn’ – ‘destroyer’)

These are ancient Hebrew & Greek names for Satan, which describe him as an angel.  The Apostle Paul warns us that ‘even Satan disguises himself as an angel of light’ (2 Corinthians 11:14).  Before Satan’s ‘fall’ from God’s grace, he was Lucifer (Isaiah 14:12 – KJV/NKJV) the ‘anointed cherub’ (Ezekiel 14:15), which is an angel that has wings (Ezekiel 10:15-19).  At the end of the 7 year Tribulation period, this evil ‘angel,’ Satan, gets bound in the ‘bottomless pit/abyss’ for 1,000 years (Revelation 20:1-3).

When did Lucifer ‘fall’ & become Satan?
Although Isaiah 14:4-23 is about the King of Babylon (v.4), Isaiah is actually addressing the evil, selfish, narcissistic influence behind the King:  Satan, who Isaiah addresses as ‘Lucifer’(KJV/NKJV), who arrogantly believed he would ‘ascend to Heaven’ & ‘make myself like the Most High (i.e.: God)’ (Isaiah 4:12-14), until he was cast out of Heaven to Sheol, the (bottomless) ‘Pit’/the abyss (v.15-16).

‘Lucifer’ (Latin: ‘lucern ferre’ – ‘light-bearer’ / Hebrew: ‘heylel’ – ‘light-bearer; morning star; day star.’)

Although Ezekiel 28:1-19 is about the King of Tyre (v.12), Ezekiel, likewise, is actually addressing the evil, selfish, narcissistic influence behind the King:  Satan, who ‘had the seal of perfection…perfect in beauty…IN EDEN, the GARDEN of God (v.12-13)…the anointed cherub (v.14)…blameless…UNTIL unrighteousness was found in you (v.15)…internally filled with violence, & you sinned’ (v.16), who God ‘cast’ this ‘cherub’ to the ‘ground’ (Hebrew: ‘'erets’ – ‘Sheol; earth’), because his ‘heart was lifted up because of your beauty’ (i.e.: pride)(v.17).  Therefore, since Lucifer was in Eden as perfect, anointed, & blameless UNTIL unrighteousness was found in him, that means Lucifer was a ‘holy’ angel in Eden, before he ‘fell’ from God’s grace.

When was Eden created?
‘Eden’ (Hebrew: ‘`Eden’ – ‘pleasure; the FIRST habitat of man AFTER THE CREATION.’)  Ezekiel describes Eden as the actual ‘garden of God’ (Ezekiel 28:13).  In the Old Testament, Eden is described as a habitat of trees (Ezekiel 31:9,16,18) & land (Ezekiel 36:35; Joel 2:3), where God planted the entire garden in (Genesis 2:8).  In the original creation, God didn’t create dry land & trees until the third day (Genesis 1:9-13), then on the sixth day, God created man & woman (v.27-31).  However, God didn’t create the GARDEN, IN EDEN until AFTER He created man (Genesis 2:7-8), & ‘THEN’ God placed man IN the Garden (v.8,15), where God then made every tree grow, including the ‘tree of life’ & the ‘tree of knowledge of good & evil’ (v.8-9).
‘then’ (Hebrew: ‘'az’ – ‘immediately; at that time.’)  For example, after God created the heavens & the earth (Genesis 1:1-2), ‘then’ (‘'az’ - ‘immediately’) God said ‘Let there be light’ & there was light (v.3).
After God placed man in the Garden IN EDEN, ‘then’ God created woman (Genesis 2:18-22), which was on the sixth day (Genesis 1:27-31).  Therefore, ‘Eden, the garden of God’ (Ezekiel 28:12; Genesis 2:8) wasn’t created until the sixth day, which God then declared at the END of the sixth day that EVERYTHING that He created was ‘very good’ (Genesis 1:31), including God’s creation, Lucifer (Ezekiel 28:15), who was ‘holy’ & had rejoiced with the other angels AFTER God ‘laid the foundation of the earth’ (Job 38:4-7).  On the seventh day, God completed His work of creation & He ‘rested’ (Hebrew: ‘shabath’ – ‘ceased’), or didn’t do ANY work, which was a picture of the ‘Sabbath’ (Hebrew: ‘shabbath)(Exodus 20:9-11).  Furthermore, since God ‘rested’ on the seventh day, God could not have ‘cast out’ Lucifer (Ezekiel 28:16-17) from Heaven on the seventh day, because that would have required God to ‘work.’  Therefore, since God declared that everything He created was ‘very good’ at the END of the sixth day (which includes the creation of everything IN Eden, the Garden of God), & since Lucifer was a ‘holy’ angel IN Eden, the Garden of God, & God ‘rested’ (‘did no work’) on the seventh day, then Lucifer ‘fell’ sometime AFTER the seventh day, but BEFORE the ‘Fall’ of Man (Genesis 3:6-7), because the ‘serpent,’ Satan, (Revelation 12:9), was in the Garden of Eden (Genesis 3:1) sometime BEFORE God ‘drove’ Adam & Even out of the Garden (v.24), which occurred BEFORE the birth of Cain & Abel (Genesis 4:1-2), which occurred BEFORE the birth of Seth (v.25) when Adam was 130 years old (Genesis 5:3).

Since the ‘tree of the knowledge of good & evil’ was planted in Eden on the sixth day (Genesis 2:8-9) & God told Adam not to eat of its fruit (v.17), does that mean evil existed?
No.  First, the tree itself was not ‘evil.’  It was a ‘tree of the knowledge of good & evil,’ & since EVERYTHING God created by the END of the sixth day was ‘very good’ (Genesis 1:31), evil didn’t exist yet.  Second, knowledge of evil doesn’t necessarily mean evil exists.  It only means that since God is omniscience, God alone has always known what evil is.  Even though God made Adam aware of the ‘tree of the knowledge of good & evil’ & not to eat of its fruit or he would die (Genesis 2:17), that is all the information God gave Adam.  Adam was not aware what ‘evil’ or ‘death’ was, because, at that point, God had not revealed to Adam what they were, & at that point, there is no record of Lucifer falling & becoming Satan until Genesis 3:1, which occurred sometime AFTER the sixth day, & AFTER God rested on the seventh day, because God ‘rested’ (i.e.: ‘did no work’).  If Lucifer ‘fell’ on the seventh day, that would have required God to ‘work.’

Since God created Lucifer who became Satan, does God create evil? (Isaiah 45:7 - KJV)
NO!  Although God created Lucifer (Ezekiel 28:15), God does not create evil.  

‘create’ (Hebrew: ‘bara'’ – ‘form, fashion.’)  For example, God ‘created’ (‘bara'’) the heavens & the earth (Genesis 1:1)(Latin: ‘ex nihilo’ – ‘out of nothing.’) 

‘evil’ (Hebrew: ‘ra`’ – ‘calamity, distress, affliction, adversity, misery.’)  Another wards, when Israel disobeyed God, God allowed ‘calamity’ to happen to Israel in order to discipline them, just as any loving parent would discipline their own children to teach them the consequences of disobedient behavior.

Like humans, God gave angels, including Lucifer, the ‘free will’ to choose to either obey or disobey Him.  Unfortunately, Lucifer became prideful of his beauty (Ezekiel 28:17) & chose to disobey God & sinned (v.16), then he tempted & deceived Eve (Genesis 3:1-6) after he ‘fell’ in the Garden & became Satan, which then led to the ‘Fall’ of Man (v.6-7), which led to sin entering the world through Adam (Romans 5:12).

Is there a ‘hierarchy’ of angels/demons?  Is Satan the ‘leader of the demons?’
The Apostle Paul states that God’s glory is made known through the church to the ‘rulers’ & authorities in the heavenly places (Ephesians 3:10), that our struggle is not against flesh & blood but against ‘rulers’ in the heavenly places (Ephesians 6:12), & that neither angels nor ‘principalities’ will be able to separate us from the love of God (Romans 8:38-39).

‘rulers / principalities’ (Greek: ‘archē’ – ‘first in a series; leaders; rulers of angels & demons.’)  In Romans 8:38, Paul makes a distinction between ‘angels’ & ‘principalities,’ the latter referring to ‘rulers of demons.’  Although the Greek word (‘archē’) is used to describe both holy & evil ‘rulers’ (Ephesians 3:10; 6:12; Romans 8:38), that does not imply there is more than one ‘archangel’ other than Michael since he is the only one (Daniel 10:13; 1 Thessalonians 4:16; Jude v.9.)  Just as we have multiple, earthly ‘rulers’ under one Commander in Chief of our armed forces (i.e.: the President), the spirit world also has multiple spiritual holy ‘rulers’ under Michael the archangel, & evil ‘rulers’ under Satan the Devil, or the ‘archdemon’ (Revelation 12:7-9).  However, prior to Satan’s ‘Fall,’ Lucifer was not an archangel, but rather just an angel (see handout on ‘Part 1 – Holy Angels.’)

Next Bible study topic: “Are demons real?  Who are ‘the sons of God’ & ‘the daughters of men’ (Genesis 6:2)?  Who are the ‘Nephilim?’  Do ghosts exist?  Can a Christian be demon-possessed?” (Part 3 - Demons)
Next Bible study:  Saturday, April 14th at 6:30pm
Prayer/Praise

Concluding prayer 

