Bible references arguing for Mary being compared to the ark of the covenant (Luke 1:35,39,41,43,56; Exodus 40:34-35; 2 Samuel 6:2,9,11,16; Revelation 11:19-12:1)

Since the Ark ‘housed’ the manna (‘bread’), the 10 Commandments (‘the Law’), & the ‘rod’ of Aaron, & since Mary conceived Jesus, Who was the ‘bread’ of life, fulfilled the ‘Law,’ & will rule with a ‘rod,’ the Ark is a reference to Mary.  And since God created the Ark perfectly & ‘without blemish,’ then Mary, the ‘new Ark,’ was also ‘conceived’ ‘without blemish’ (‘Immaculate Conception’):

1)  Jesus actually contrasts – not compares - Himself to the ‘bread’ that God provided to the Israelites in the O.T., as being the ‘true bread’ from Heaven Who gives life (John 6:32-33).  Furthermore, Jesus uses other ‘I AM’ statements, such as ‘I am the Light of the world,’ ‘I am the Door (of His sheep.’ ‘I am the Good Shepherd,’ ‘I am the True Vine,’ etc.  Is Jesus literal physical light, a physical door, a shepherd of actual animal sheep, & a physical vine?  No.  Jesus is speaking figuratively, by using real worldly images to illustrate their positive effects on the world, & how those effects are demonstrated spiritually to the worlrd through His ministry.  So, when Jesus says ‘I am the Bread of life,’ Jesus is saying that He gives spiritual nourishment to those who ‘come to Him & believes in Him.’  

2)  Jesus did not describe Himself as being ‘the Law’ or coming to abolish ‘the law,’ but rather coming ‘to fulfill the Law AND the Prophets,’ (Matthew 5:17) by fulfilling the Old Testament prophecies of the promised Jewish Messiah, which included having to die for the sins of mankind.  

3)  The rod (‘branch, twig, made out of wood’) of Aaron was used to choose the high priest amongst the Israelites, while Jesus is to come to ‘rule with a rod of iron’ among ALL mankind (Revelation 2:27), to fulfill Psalms 2:8-10, used to discipline & to ‘dash them (unbelievers) to pieces.’ Also, Aaron was from the tribe of Levi, while Jesus was from the tribe of Judah.  Lastly, Jesus was conceived by the Holy Spirit IN Mary’s womb, while the manna, the Law, & the rod were placed in the Ark by the Israelites.

Both are ‘covered’ by the Holy Spirit (Luke 1:35; Exodus 40:34-35):

Although Luke records that the Holy Spirit would ‘overshadow, or fall on’ Mary, Moses wrote that ‘the glory of the LORD filled the Tabernacle (which houses the Ark), not just the Ark, but also the laver, the golden lampstand, the altar of incense, the table of showbread, & the altar of burnt offering.  The Holy Spirit also filled the Temple/’House of God,’ which now fills our bodies – the ‘Temple’ of the Holy Spirit (1 Corinthians 6:19) – not just Mary’s body.

Both arise and go to Judah (Luke 1:39; 2 Samuel 6:2):

Although Mary arose from Nazareth & went to an unknown city in Judah, David – not the Ark - arose & went to Baal-judah (a city in Judah) from Geba (a city in Benjamin - N. of Jerusalem in Judah) & Gezar (on the border of Ephraim – near Baathazar, between Ephraim & Benjamin)(2 Samuel 5:25).  The Ark was actually in the house of Abinadab in Gibeah (‘hill’) in Judah, in Kirjath-Jearim (i.e. – Baal-judah)(1 Samuel 7:1-2), which was on the N. boundary of Judah & W. & S. boundaries of Benjamin.

Both ‘caused’ joyous leaping (Luke 1:41; 2 Samuel 6:16):

David ‘leapt’ before the LORD, when the Ark came into the city of David.  John the Baptist ‘leapt’ in Elizabeth’s womb after hearing Mary’s greeting & was filled with the Holy Spirit (Luke 1:42).  This ‘leaping’ was Spirit-directed worship - such as when Simeon was ‘filled with the Holy Spirit’ (Luke 1:67) - not ‘caused’ by Mary.

Both are greeted with a sense of ‘unworthiness’ (Luke 1:43; 2 Samuel 6:9):

Because the Ark fell & God struck Uzzah dead for touching it, David became angry (2 Samuel 6:8), & protested to the LORD against this judgment.  Unlike Mary, David did not respond because of ‘unworthiness.’

Both ‘stayed’ in Judah for three months (Luke 1:56; 2 Samuel 6:11):

The Ark was in Obed-Edom, a Levite city, near Jerusalem, before being moved to Jerusalem.  Mary visited Elizabeth in an unnamed city in Judah in the ‘hill country’ (Luke 1:39).  Also, Mary left Judah & returned to Nazareth, while the Ark didn’t leave Judah.  The Ark ‘stayed’ in Judah.  Also, David & Uzzah disobeyed God, while Mary obeyed God.  

THE ‘ASSUMPTION OF MARY’
Revelation 11:19-12:1, John places the images of the ark and the woman who gives birth to the Christ-symbol side-by-side:

The ‘Woman’ is not Mary, but ISRAEL (Genesis 37:5-10) –> ‘sun, moon, 12 crowns’ -> (Revelation 12:1), who ‘gave birth’ to the promised Jewish Messiah (Revelation 12:2), who later fled into the wilderness (Revelation 12:6), & persecuted by Satan (Revelation 12:9 & 15), while Mary is safe in Heaven, because she declared her need for a Savior from her sins – her Son, Jesus (Luke 1:46-47; Galatians 4:4-5; Colossians 1:13-14).  The earthly Ark – which symbolized God’s presence, covenant, & atonement for sin with Israel - was a ‘copy’ of the Heavenly Ark (Revelation 11:19) – the abode of God (Hebrews 9:23-24), not Mary.

The Bible makes references that the ark is not referring to Mary, but the glory of God/Jesus, & even parallel’s Jesus’ tomb:

The ark had supernatural powers, Mary does not.

“The ark of God which is called by the Name, the very name of the LORD of hosts who is enthroned above the cherubim.”  (2 Samuel 6:2)

“When the Ashdodites arose early the next morning, behold, Dagon had fallen on his face to the ground before the ark of the LORD. So they took Dagon and set him in his place again.  But when they arose early the next morning, behold, Dagon had fallen on his face to the ground before the ark of the LORD. And the head of Dagon and both the palms of his hands were cut off on the threshold; only the trunk of Dagon was left to him.” (1 Samuel 5:3-4).  The Philistines took the ark of God, brought it to the house of Dagon, & set it by Dagon (Philistine fish deity of fertility).  They understood the Ark to be a visual representative of God, just as Dagon was a visual representative of the fish god, Dagon.

“And she [Mary Magdalene] saw two angels in white sitting, one at the head and one at the feet, where the body of Jesus had been lying.”  (John 20:12).  On the Ark, there were placed two angels (cherubim), one at one end & one at the other end of the Mercy Seat of the Ark, where God met with Moses (Exodus 25:18-22).

“And the temple of God which is in heaven was opened; and the ark of His covenant appeared in His temple, and there were flashes of lightning and sounds and peals of thunder and an earthquake and a great hailstorm.”  (Revelation 11:19).  ‘Sounds & pearls of thunder’ refers to God’s Throne (Revelation 4:5), where God ‘dwells’ & administers judgment.  The earthly Ark – which symbolized God’s presence, covenant, & atonement for sin with Israel - was a ‘copy’ of the Heavenly Ark:  the abode of God (Hebrews 9:23-24).

The real significance of the Ark of the Covenant was what took place involving the lid of the box, known as the "Mercy Seat." The term 'mercy seat' comes from a Hebrew word meaning "to cover, placate, appease, cleanse, cancel or make atonement for." It was here that the high priest, only once a year (Leviticus 16), entered the Holy of Holies where the Ark was kept and atoned for his sins and the sins of the Israelites. The priest sprinkled blood of a sacrificed animal onto the Mercy Seat to appease the wrath and anger of God for past sins committed. This was the only place in the world where this atonement could take place. 

The Mercy Seat on the Ark was a symbolic foreshadowing of the ultimate sacrifice for all sin—the blood of Christ shed on the cross for the remission of sins. Just as the High Priest sprinkled blood of the sacrificed animal onto the Mercy Seat for the atonement of Israel's sins, Jesus' blood was shed on the cross for the atonement of our sins.  It is tempting to believe that since Jesus was conceived 'inside' Mary - just as the manna, the 10 Commandments, & Aaron’s rod were placed 'inside' the Ark - that the Ark is a reference to Mary.  But, Mary was not sprinkled with blood, however, Jesus did shed HIS blood on the CROSS. So, the Mercy Seat on top of the Ark is a reference to the atoning work of Jesus on the cross, as well as the glory of God, since the Ark is called the 'Name of the Lord' according to the Old Testament.  So, the manna, staff, & the 10 Commandments ‘foreshadowed’ the completed work of Jesus, Who was a 'fulfillment of the Law of Moses & the Prophets.'  It is NOT a reference to Mary, nor her sinlessness, but rather Jesus, HIS sinlessness, & His shed blood on the cross for the atonement of our sins.

We have to be careful about jumping to conclusions about things & people in Scripture, because of ‘apparent’ similarities or correlations.  For example, are God & Michael the archangel the same Person, since they both tell Satan, ‘The LORD rebuke you’ (Zechariah 3:2; Jude 1:9)?  Or, are Jesus & Satan the same Person (or ‘spirit brothers’), because they are both called ‘morning stars, lions, sons of God, light, shepherds, wear crowns, & ride on white horses?’  Of course not!  As Christians, it’s not our job to manipulate, or ‘read into,’ Scripture to ‘fit’ a preconceived, religious belief or tradition.  Rather, we should be like the Bereans & look to Scripture daily to see if what we are being taught is true (Acts 17:11) & then ‘rightly divide the Word of Truth’(2 Timothy 2:15), since ALL Scripture is Inspired (God-breathed) & beneficial for ‘correction & reproof’ (2 Timothy 3:16-17).

So, not only was Mary sinful, while she was pregnant with Jesus (Luke 1:46-47) & since her birth (Galatians 4:4-5; Colossians 1:13-14), but, like King David, also at her conception (Psalm 51:5).  Also, not only was Adam the first man, but he was also the first father, who through him, sin was passed down to all men (i.e.: all mankind, which includes Mary)(Romans 5:12).  So, using the ark as a comparison to Mary to support her being ‘immaculately conceived,’ is a poor comparison, unnecessary, & unbiblical, and merely an attempt to ‘get around’ passages like Luke 1:46-47 & Galatians 4:4-5, which contradict the false doctrine of man that Mary was conceived sinless, but supports that Biblical claim that Mary was ‘conceived’ sinful just like the rest of humanity.

