Week Forty-Eight – “How old is the earth?”
Welcome/Prayer

Review of Week 47: “Did Mary & Joseph have children? Who are the ‘brothers & sisters’ of Jesus in Matthew 12:46-50 & Matthew 13:54-57?” (Part 2)

The specific brothers & sisters of Jesus mentioned in Matthew 12:46-50 & Matthew 13:54-57 are Jesus’ actual blood-related, half-brothers & half-sisters.  Scripture makes a distinction between Jesus’ unbelieving brothers OUTSIDE with His believing brothers & sisters INSIDE (Matthew 12:46-50).  Jesus traveled both with His disciples and with His brothers (John 2:12), & both Jesus’ disciples and His brothers were at Pentecost (Acts 1:13-15).  Although Jesus had disciples named ‘James, Simon, & Judas’ (Luke 6:13-16), He did not have a disciple named ‘Joseph’ (Matthew 13:55).  When Jesus overturned the tables of the money changers (John 2:13-17), He fulfilled Psalm 69:6-9, which also stated that the Messiah’s mother would have children, who would ‘dishonor Him,’ by ‘not believing in Him,’ which was later fulfilled in John 7:3-5.  If they were Jesus’ cousins (such as John the Baptist, and James & John, the sons of Zebedee)(Matthew 27:55-56; Mark 15:40; John 19:25-27), Scripture would have used either the Greek words ‘syggenis’/‘syggenēs’ (Luke 1:36) or ‘anepsios’ (Colossians 4:10), instead of ‘adelphos.’  Scripture also makes a distinction between those in Jesus’ ‘hometown,’ His ‘relatives’ (‘syggenēs’), & His ‘household’ (Mark 6:4), who included Jesus’ stepfather Joseph, His mother Mary, & His brothers (‘adelphos’)(v.3).  There is also no Scriptural support that they are step-brothers from an ‘alleged’ previous marriage of Joseph, which actually comes from a false, gnostic infancy ‘gospel’ of James.  James, ‘the Lord’s brother’ (Galatians 1:19), went on to be the leader of the Jerusalem Church (Acts 15:13), as well as one of the ‘3 Pillars’ of the ‘Universal’ Christian Church (Galatians 2:9).  Jesus also appeared to James after the Resurrection & after He appeared to ‘The 12’ (1 Corinthians 15:5-7).  James & his brother, Jude, went on to write two New Testament Epistles (James 1:1; Jude 1:1).
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

“How old is the earth?”
Peter warns us that in the ‘end days,’ people will ‘mock’ 2 things from the past:  the original six day creation & the Flood (2 Peter 3:3-6), despite that a large percentage of Scripture is devoted to both, which is supported by the Bible writers (Job 12:15; 31:33; 38:4-5; John 1:1-3; Colossians 1:16; Hebrews 1:2; Jude v.11,14; etc.), as well as Jesus Himself (Matthew 19:4; 24:38-39).  So, in order to understand ‘approximately’ how old the earth is according to the Bible, rather than try to understand it based on our own interpretation, we should allow the Holy Spirit to reveal it to us literally (2 Peter 1:20-21), by allowing Scripture to explain Scripture since ALL Scripture is Inspired (“God-breathed”)(2 Timothy 3:16), & it is GOD Who reveals His Truth to us & interprets for us (Genesis 40:8; 41:16) – not ourselves.
“In the ‘beginning’ God ‘created’ the ‘heavens’ & the earth.” (Genesis 1:1)
‘beginning’ (Hebrew: ‘re'shiyth’ – ‘first.’)  Just as ‘God has chosen you from the beginning for salvation’ (2 Thessalonians 2:13), God created the heavens & the earth FIRST, before anything else.  The Greek word for Genesis means ‘origins,’ which is what ‘beginning’ or ‘first’ means.

‘created’ (Hebrew: ‘bara'’ – ‘to form, shape, or fashion from new conditions or circumstances’ / Latin: ‘ex nihilio’ – ‘out of nothing.’)(Isaiah 40:28; 45:8,12,18; 48:13; Jeremiah 10:16; Acts 17:24).  God did not create the heavens & the earth out of ‘already existing material,’ but rather He created them ‘out of nothing’ – brand new.
‘heavens’ (Hebrew: ‘shamayim’ – ‘the sky, the atmosphere, the abode of the stars, visible universe, the abode of God.’)  When God created the ‘heavens,’ this included the ‘expanse’ or the ‘firmament’ where the birds fly (Genesis 1:6-9,20; Ephesians 2:2; 6:12; 1 Thessalonians 4:17), outer-space where the sun, moon, & stars were ‘placed’ (Genesis 1:14-17; Psalm 148:4), & ‘possibly’ the ‘domain’ where God dwells, known as the ‘third heaven’ or ‘Paradise’ (2 Corinthians 12:2,4; Luke 23:43; Revelation 2:7).
“The earth ‘was’ ‘formless’ and ‘void,’ and ‘darkness’ was over the surface of the ‘deep’” (Genesis 1:2)
‘was’ (Hebrew: ‘hayah’ – ‘became, came into being, came to exist.’)  The earth ‘came into being’ or ‘came to exist,’ meaning that the earth did not exist before, signifying that v.2 is an immediate continuation of v.1, where ‘God created the heavens & the earth’ – not signifying a ‘gap,’ or an ‘undetermined period of time’ between v.1 & v.2.  For example:
“Then God said, ‘Let there be (‘hayah’) light’; and there was light” (v.3).  Prior to there ‘being’ light, light did not exist.  Likewise, before there ‘was’ an earth, the earth did not exist.

‘formless’ / ‘void’ (Hebrew: ‘tohuw’ – ‘empty space, nothingness’) / (Hebrew: ‘bohuw’ – ‘emptiness.’)  Although ‘tohuw’ & ‘bohuw’  ‘can’ be translated ‘place of chaos, waste, & confusion,’ since ‘God is not the author of confusion’ (1 Corinthians 14:33), ‘tohuw’ & ‘bohuw’  in Genesis 1:2 are better translated ‘empty space’ & ‘emptiness,’ meaning the earth was ‘not yet inhabited’ (Isaiah 45:18):
"He stretches out the north over empty space (‘tohuw’) & hangs the earth on nothing.” (Job 26:7)
“He will stretch over it the line of desolation & the plumb line of emptiness (‘bohuw’).” (Isaiah 34:11)
‘darkness’ (Hebrew: ‘choshek’ – ‘physical darkness, obscurity.’)  Although God does not create ‘spiritual’ darkness (John 1:5; 1 John 1:5), He does create physical darkness (Isaiah 45:7).
‘deep’ (Hebrew: ‘tĕhowm’ – ‘abyss, deep waters.’)(Jonah 2:5).  Prior to God creating the dry land on day 3 (Genesis 1:9), the earth was a water planet.

“’Then’ God said, ‘Let there be light’; and there was light.” (Genesis 1:3)
‘then’ (Hebrew: ‘'az’ – ‘at that time, immediately.’)  There was no ‘gap’ of time between v.2 & v.3, rather God created light immediately after He created the heavens & the earth (v.1-2).

“…and there was ‘evening’ and there was ‘morning’, ‘one’ ‘day.’” (Genesis 1:5)
‘one’ (Hebrew: ‘'echad’ – ‘only one, once for all, first.’)  Just as there is only ‘One’ (‘'echad’) God (Deuteronomy 6:4) & only ‘one’ (‘'echad’) archangel – Michael (Daniel 10:13; 1 Thessalonians 4:16); Jude 1:9), there is only ‘one’ first day of creation, which began in Genesis 1:1.

‘day’ (Hebrew: ‘yowm’ – ’24 hour period; indefinite period of time/era; light portion of a day.’)  Whenever ‘yowm’ is used with an article (‘a’ day, ‘the’ day), along with ‘evening & morning’ in the Old Testament, it always refers to a literal 24 hour day (Exodus 18:13; 20:8-11; Numbers 9:15; Deuteronomy 16:14; Acts 28:23; etc.)  Therefore, the events of Genesis 1:1 to Genesis 1:5 all occurred on the same literal 24 hour day.
Didn’t God tell Adam & Eve to ‘replenish’ the earth? (Genesis 1:28 – KJV)
The Hebrew word for ‘replenish’ (‘male') simply means ‘to fill the first time,’ which is why most modern translations use the word ‘fill,’ rather than ‘replenish.’  The Hebrew words ‘male,' as well as ‘shanah’ (‘to fill a second time) are both used in 1 Kings 18:34.
Aren’t there 2 different creation stories between Genesis Ch.1 & Ch.2?
No!  Genesis Ch.1 details God’s creation over 6 literal days.  Genesis Ch.2 is a more detailed explanation of the 6th day, when God created Man (‘Adam’) (Genesis 1:26-31) & placed him in the garden of Eden (Genesis 2:8,15), then brought all the land animals & birds to Adam to name (Genesis 2:2:19-20), which God created on days 5 & 6 prior to creating Adam (Genesis 1:20-27).  God then created Woman (‘Eve’) out of Adam’s rib (Genesis 2:21) & brought her to him (Genesis 2:22-24) – defining marriage as one man & one woman, repeated later by Jesus (Matthew 19:4).  Also, since sin & death didn’t enter the world until Adam (Romans 5:12; 1 Corinthians 15:21-22), there couldn’t have been 2 different creation stories, because the ‘1st’ creation would have had to have involved death, & at the end of the 6th day after God created Adam & Eve, God declared that everything He created was ‘very good’ (Genesis 1:31).  So, the time period between God creating the heavens & the earth (Genesis 1:1) & God creating ‘Adam, the 1st man’ (1 Corinthians 15:45) & ‘Eve, the mother of all living’ (Genesis 3:20) was only 6 literal days.
How many years were there between the creation of Adam & the birth of Jesus?
Scripture states that Seth was Adam’s literal son because Adam named him (Genesis 4:25), & that Enosh was Seth’s literal son because Seth named him (Genesis 4:26).  Scripture also states that Adam was 130 years old when he ‘bore/begot’ Seth (Genesis 5:3) & Seth was 105 years old when he ‘bore/begot’ Enosh (Genesis 5:6).  From Genesis 5:3-28, Scripture states how old each father was when he had had his son.  By adding up all the ages, the years between Adam & Noah are 1056 years after Creation.  There are no ‘gaps’ in the genealogy from Adam to Noah, since Jude 1:14 states ‘Enoch was the 7th [generation] from Adam’ (Genesis 5:18), Enoch’s son, Methuselah, died the year of the Flood (Genesis 5:21-27), Methuselah’s son, Lamech, died before Methuselah, & named his son Noah (Genesis 5:25-31).
Noah was 600 years old when the Flood occurred (Genesis 7:6), which lasted a little over 1 year (Genesis 8:13-16), & Arpachshad (the grandson of Noah, & son of Shem)(Genesis 5:32; 10:1,22) was born 2 years after the Flood (Genesis 11:10), or 1659 years after Creation.
Genesis 11:12-26 tells us how old each father was when he had his son.  By adding up all the ages, the years between the birth of Arpachshad & the birth of Abram is 261 years, or 1920 years after Creation.
Abraham (Abram) was 100 years old when he had Isaac (Genesis 21:5), & Isaac was 60 years old when he had Jacob (Genesis 25:26), who later had his named changed to Israel (Genesis 32:28).  Jacob, with the rest of Israel, entered Egypt when he was 130 years old (Genesis 47:9), or 2210 years after Creation. 
Israel was in Egypt for 430 years until Moses freed them from Pharaoh & led them out of Egypt (Exodus 12:40-41; Galatians 3:17), or 2640 years after Creation.
King Solomon began to build the first Temple 480 years after the Exodus from Egypt, during the 4th year of his reign (1 Kings 6:1; 2 Chronicles 3:1-2), or 3120 years after Creation.
King Solomon reigned for 40 years until his death, when his son, Rehoboam, reigned as king of Judah (1 Kings 11:42-43; 2 Chronicles 9:30-31).  The time from the beginning of the building of the Temple to King Solomon’s death (40 years – 4 years) is 36 years, or 3156 years after Creation.
King Rehoboam reigned for 17 years when he died & his son Abijah then reigned as king of Judah (2 Chronicles 12:13,16).  2 Chronicles 12:13-36:6 states how old each king reigned for before he died & when his son took over as king of Judah.  By adding up all the consecutive years of the kings’ reigns, up to the 4th year of King Jehoiakim’s reign, during the Babylonian captivity, during Nebuchadnezzar’s 1st year as king of Babylon (Daniel 1:1-2; Jeremiah 25:1; 29:1-2), is 375 years, or 3531 years after Creation [~606-605 B.C].
Israel remained under Babylonian captivity for 70 years (2 Chronicles 36:20-21; Jeremiah 25:11-12; 29:10) until King Cyrus of Persia allowed Israel to return to Judah to begin to rebuild their Temple & city wall of Jerusalem (2 Chronicles 36:22-23; Ezra 1:1-2; 3:8; Daniel 9:2), or 3601 years after Creation [~536-535 B.C.].
Due a 16 year delay of rebuilding the Temple (Ezra 4:24), the Temple started to be built again during the 2nd year of the reign of King Darius of Persia (Ezra 5:2) [520 B.C.], & was completed in the 6th year of the reign of King Darius (4 years after the delay)(Ezra 6:14-15)[516 B.C.].  [King Darius ruled Persia from 521-486 B.C. King Xerses reigned from 486-464 B.C.  King Artaxerses I ruled from 464-423 B.C.]  Ezra arrives in Jerusalem in the 7th year of the reign of King Artaxerses (Ezra 7:7-8), which was 58 years after the Temple was rebuilt [458 B.C.]  Nehemiah then rebuilds the walls around Jerusalem in the 20th year of reign of King Artaxerses (Nehemiah 1:1; 2:1-5] in 52 days (Nehemiah 6:15)!  Therefore the time between the return of Israel to Judah to rebuild the Temple, to the completion of the rebuilding of the walls around Jerusalem (16 + 4 + 58 + 13) is 91 years, or 3692 years after Creation [445-444 B.C.]
After the Temple & the walls around Jerusalem were to be rebuilt, God revealed to Daniel that God was going to ‘make atonement’ with ‘your people’ (Israel) again for a period of ‘seventy weeks’ (Daniel 9:24):

‘weeks’ (Hebrew: ‘shabuwa`’ – ‘heptad, period/units of seven, seven years’)(Genesis 29:27-28)
‘Seventy weeks,’ or ‘seven sets of seven years,’ is 490 years.  However, God also revealed to Daniel that not all of these 490 years were to be sequential.  The time period between the restoration & rebuilding of the Temple & the walls of Jerusalem would be ‘seven weeks (7 x 7 years),’ or 49 years, plus ‘sixty-two weeks (62 x 7 years),’ or 434 years, which equal 483 years ‘until Messiah the Prince (Jesus Christ)’ would be ‘cut off’ (Daniel 9:25).  When converting the Jewish calendar (360 days) to our Gregorian calendar (365 ¼ days, due to leap years), 483 years converts to 476 years:
483 yrs. x 360 days/yr = 173,880 days / 365.24219879 days/yr = 476 years
EXACTLY 476 years after the Temple & the walls of Jerusalem were rebuilt, Jesus rode into Jerusalem on a colt, or foal, of a donkey (Matthew 21:1-9), fulfilling Zechariah’s prophecy of Who the future Messiah would be (Zechariah 9:9) on 6 Nisan, ~30-32 A.D.  Five days later at 3pm on ‘Good Friday,’ Jesus Christ, our male, unblemished ‘sinless Lamb of God Who takes away the sins of the world’ (John 1:29:36; 2 Corinthians 5:21) was crucified, or ‘cut-off’ (Matthew 27:45; John 19:30) at the exact moment that the Jews were sacrificing their male, unblemished Passover lamb to atone for their sins against God (Exodus 12:1-13; Leviticus 23:5), around 30-32 A.D., or 4168 years after Creation.  [The remaining ‘week (7 years)’ of the ‘490 year’ prophecy will take place after the Church is raptured (1 Thessalonians 4:16-17), & the ‘abomination,’ the Antichrist (‘beast of the sea’), will break his ‘one week’ (7 years) covenant with Israel (‘Jacob’s distress’) in the middle of the 7 year Tribulation period – 3 ½ years (Daniel 9:27; Jeremiah 30:7-11; Revelation 12:6,14; 13:5)], when God’s attention will be on Israel again, since Church will be gone.
The time between the crucifixion of Jesus & the ‘present’ (2012) is ‘approximately’ 1982 years, or ~6150 years after Creation.
Aren’t there ‘gaps’ in the genealogies between Genesis & Luke and between Matthew & 1 Chronicles?
Matthew ‘may’ have purposely removed Kings Amaziah, Joash, Ahaziah, & Jehoiakim from the genealogy of Jesus (Matthew 1:8-11) because of the ‘specific’ sins of idolatry they committed against God, including:  not removing the ‘high places’ of worship, allowing Judah to burn incense to pagan gods, murdering the prophet Zechariah, being a ‘vassal,’ or servant to Nebuchadnezzar, etc (2 Kings 8:27; 12:3; 14:3-4,18; 23:35-37; 24:1; 2 Chronicles 22:4; 24:17-18,20-22; 25:14-15,27; 36:5-8).  Matthew also used a sort of genealogical ‘shorthand’ to make a symmetrical 3-fold division of ‘3 sets of 14 generations’ from Abraham to Jesus (Matthew 1:17).  However, it does not affect the genealogies in 1 Chronicles 3:10-16 in determining the age of the earth, because 2 Chronicles details the years each king of Judah reigned until his death & when his son took over as king of Judah.

The ‘Cainan’ in Luke 3:36 is most probably not the son of Arpachshad, but rather Shelah (Salah) in Genesis 10:24; 11:12; 1 Chronicles 1:18 & 24 is the son of Arpachshad.  The earliest copies of the Gospel of Luke & the Septuagint (the Greek translation of the Old Testament) do not include this ‘Cainan’ in either of their genealogies, nor does any Early Church Father in their writings of the Biblical genealogies from the 2nd Century forward mention this ‘Cainan.’  What most probably occurred was that a weary scribe ‘may’ have inadvertently copied the ‘Cainan’ in Luke 3:37,who lived before the Flood, to Luke 3:36, since his name would have been written at the end of v.37:
“The Cainan Gap”:  http://creation.com/biblical-chronogenealogies
However, this would not affect the genealogies in Genesis 10:24; 11:12 & 1 Chronicles 1:17-18,24, because Genesis Ch.11 tells us exactly how old a father was when he bore/begat his son.  It also doesn’t affect the inerrancy or Inspiration of Scripture (2 Timothy 3:16), because God did not promise that copies of His written Word would remain without error, rather, only the originals that were written as God ‘breathed’ His Truth – including the age of the earth – through the writers.
Does the Biblical genealogies which date the earth contradict science, history, & archaeology?
No!  We can not ‘prove’ through science, history, & archaeology how old the earth is.  In fact, the evidence we do have from science, history, & archaeology seems to support the claims of the Bible that the earth is young (less than 10,000 years), rather than old (billions of years):
http://www.gotquestions.org/radiometric-dating.html

http://www.gotquestions.org/geologic-timescale.html

http://www.gotquestions.org/star-light.html
http://www.answersingenesis.org/get-answers/topic/radiometric-dating

http://carm.org/creation-evolution-debate

http://www.toptenproofs.com/ smpl_ye.php
http://www.toptenproofs.com/smpl_evo.php
http://creation.com/ 

As Christians, if we can trust the Bible to be true about the shape of the earth (Isaiah 40:22; Job 26:10), that the earth rotates (Job 38:14), that the earth hangs on nothing (Job 26:7), evaporation & the earth’s hydraulic cycle (Job 26:8; 37:11), & that both the universe & the earth had a beginning (Genesis 1:1), thousands of years before science was able to prove them, we should have no reason not to trust the ‘approximate,’ young age of the earth that God also reveals to us in His Holy, Inspired, inerrant Word, also.
Next Bible study topic: “The Sixth Commandment: ‘You shall not murder’”
Next Bible study:  Sometime in mid-October
Prayer/Praise/Concluding prayer 

