Week Forty-Nine – “The Sixth Commandment – ‘You shall not murder” (Part 13)
Welcome/Prayer

Review of Week 48: “The age of the earth”
‘In the beginning’ when ‘God created the heavens & the earth’ (Genesis 1:1), He created them ‘out of nothing’ (‘ex nihilio’)(Isaiah 40:28; 45:8-12; 48:13; Jeremiah 10:16), which included our atmosphere (Genesis 1:6-9,20) & outer space (v.1;14-17).  It ‘was’ (‘came into being’), immediately on the same, literal, 24-hour, ‘evening & morning’ 1st day (v.5), when God created darkness & light (v.2,5; Isaiah 45:7), out of a ‘formless void’ of ‘empty space’ (Genesis 1:2; Job 26:7; Isaiah 34:11).  God finished creating everything in the earth & universe on the 6th, literal 24-hour day (Genesis 1:31; Exodus 20:8-11), when He created Adam & Eve (Genesis 1:27-31; 2:21-25).  From the creation of Adam to the birth of Jesus was ‘approximately’ 4,168 years, which fulfilled Daniel’s prophecy of when the Messiah Jesus was to be ‘cut off,’ or crucified (Daniel 9:24-27; Matthew 27:31,50).  This supports a ‘young earth’ of less than 10,000 years old, which is supported by testable, observable, & reliable science, archaeology, & history.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

“The SIXTH Commandment – ‘You shall not murder” (Exodus 20:13; Deuteronomy 5:17)
‘murder’ (Hebrew: ‘ratsach’ – ‘to irreversibly, intentionally, & premeditatively slay another person with malice; to avenge; assassinate’ / Greek: ‘phoneuō’ – ‘to slay, commit murder.’)  ‘Ratsach’ is the Hebrew word used in the 6th Commandment: ‘You shall not murder’ (Exodus 20:13; Deuteronomy 5:17), which is ‘purposefully’ & ‘premeditatively’ eliminating the life of another human being (Numbers 35:16-21,30).  Jesus rebuked the Pharisees for ‘murdering (‘phoneuō’) the prophets’ (Matthew 23:31).  Jesus reminded the rich young ruler: ‘Do not murder (‘phoneuō’)’ (Luke 18:18-20).  James equated murder (‘phoneuō’) with adultery as equally ‘transgressing the Law’ (James 2:11).  This same Hebrew word is used when an animal ‘kills’ (‘ratsach’) a human being (Proverbs 22:13).  The penalty for committing murder was the death penalty (aka: ‘Capital Punishment’)(Exodus 21:12-25).
Is manslaughter considered ‘murder?’
Although ‘manslayer’ comes from the same Hebrew word for ‘murder’ (‘ratsach’) it is not the same as murder, because manslaughter is unintentionally ending the life of another person, which does not result in the death penalty, but rather resulted in banishment to one of 6 cities designated for manslayers for a specified period of time (Numbers 35:6-35; Deuteronomy 19:4).
‘kill’ (Hebrew: ‘harag’ – ‘to slay, destroy, ruin; ‘out of hand;’ prideful, shrew, crafty killing.’)  Unlike ‘ratsach’ which is translated ‘murder,’ ‘harag’ is translated ‘killing,’ because the intent of ending the life of another human being isn’t premeditative or malicious, but done on the ‘spur of the moment’ as a ‘crime of passion,’ and ‘may’ not result in the death penalty.  For example, Cain ‘killed’ (‘harag’) Abel, because he was upset that God accepted Abel’s sacrifice, but not his (Genesis 4:3-8), which did not result in the death penalty, but rather, God banished Cain to the land of Nod (v.12-16).  Moses ‘killed’ (‘harag’) an Egyptian for beating a fellow Hebrew (Exodus 2:11-14), but God did not kill Moses, but rather Moses fled to the land of Midian (v.15).  God allowed the Israelites a period of ‘purification’ after ‘killing’ (‘harag’) their enemies (Numbers 31:17-20), but were commanded not to ‘kill’ (‘harag’) the innocent or righteous’ (Exodus 23:7).  ‘Harag’ was also the penalty for engaging in bestiality (Exodus 20:15-16) & other ‘non-murderous’ sins.
‘kill’ (Hebrew: ‘muwth’ – ‘to be put to death, executed.’)  ‘Muwth’ was the penalty for ‘murder’ (‘ratsach’)(aka: ‘Capital Punishment’)(Exodus 21:12-25), because ‘man was made in the image of God’ (Genesis 9:5-6).  However, ‘Capital Punishment’ (‘muwth’) is not considered ‘murder’ (‘ratsach’), because they are different Hebrew words, & the intention of Capital Punishment is not malicious, premeditate vengeance (such as a vigilante), but rather, fair & equitable justice & compensation of forfeiting the murderer’s life for the life of the innocent victim (Exodus 21:23-25).  ‘Self-defense’ is also considered ‘killing’ (‘muwth’) rather than ‘murder’ (‘ratsach’), because it is the ‘penalty’ of attempted murder of the innocent, as well as preventing ‘possible’ murder (Exodus 22:2).  Jesus supported ‘self-defense killing’ by encouraging His disciples to ‘sell his coat & buy a sword’ (Luke 22:36) – just not an arsenal (v.38)!
‘kill’ (Hebrew: ‘shachat’ – ‘to slaughter a beast for food or for sacrifice.’)  Israel ‘killed’ the Passover lamb (Exodus 12:3,6,21) to atone for the sins of Israel & to commemorate God ‘passing over’ their firstborn, when God killed the firstborns in Egypt, to avenge the murder of the firstborn sons of Israel by Pharaoh (Exodus 1:16,22).  However, it is not ‘murder’ (‘ratsach’), because it is a different Hebrew word, & the intent was to atone for Israel & celebrate the Passover.  Since Jesus was our ‘Lamb of God Who takes away the sin of the world’ on the cross (John 1:29-36), Christians are not required to slaughter animals to atone for their sins.  Killing & eating animals is also not ‘murder’ (‘ratsach’) either (Acts 10:13-15).
Is suicide considered ‘murder?’
The word ‘suicide’ is actually not in the Bible, except in the New Living Translation (NLT), which is translated from the Greek words (‘apokteinō heautou’ – ‘kill himself’)(John 8:22), which means ‘to kill in any way, to inflict mortal death, to put to death.’  This same Greek word (‘apokteinō’) is used by Jesus in the Parable of the Landowner, where the ‘vine-growers’ (representing the Jewish leaders) ‘killed’ the ‘Son’ (representing the ‘innocent’ Jesus)(Matthew 21:38-39), & when Jesus rebuked the Pharisees (representing the Jewish leaders of the Old Testament) for ‘killing’ the ‘innocent’ prophets (Matthew 23:77).  Therefore, since homicide is inflicting murder on other people, likewise, suicide is the self-infliction of murder on one’s self.
Do people who commit suicide go to Hell?
Although Judas committed suicide & ‘went to his own place’ (i.e.: Hell)(Matthew 27:5; Acts 1:25), it wasn’t because he committed suicide, but rather because Jesus said Judas was ‘a devil,’ ‘unclean,’ & ‘lost’ (John 6:70; 13:10-11; 17:12-NKJV), & did not repent of his sins.  Likewise, King Saul did not go to Hell because he committed suicide (1 Samuel 31:4; 1 Chronicles 10:4), but rather because he turned away from serving the One true God in order to serve himself.  Therefore, someone who commits suicide does not ‘automatically’ go to Hell, because then salvation would be ‘works-based,’ rather than ‘grace-based’ (Ephesians 2:8-9).  For example, when Samson killed the Philistines, although his intention was not to kill himself, the result of his own actions ended his life (Judges 16:28-30), but because he ‘called out to God’ (v.28) & his desire was to serve God & be avenged for the evil actions of the Philistines, Samson ended up going to Heaven (Hebrews 11:32-34) despite committing ‘self-inflicted’ murder.  So, although God will forgive a Christian, who has genuinely repented & believed in Jesus for the forgiveness of their sins (John 3:16), God still commands us ‘Do not murder’ (Exodus 20:13), which includes self-inflicted murder (aka: suicide).
Is abortion considered ‘murder?’
King David tells us he was conceived in sin (Psalm 51:5), which is a quality that only applies to human beings.  Therefore, an individual is a human being at conception, because he or she has ‘separate’ & ‘different’ human DNA & human sex chromosomes than the mother at conception, as well as ‘separate’ & ‘different’ human blood from the mother at a later developmental stage:
http://carm.org/chronological-development-of-a-baby

Job wishes he had died at birth (Job 3:11), & that infants that died as a result of a miscarriage are ‘at rest’ (v.16-17), indicating that prior to a human being ‘dying’ as the result of a miscarriage, they are living.  Jesus indicates that ‘it would have been good for that man [Judas] if he had not been born’ (Matthew 26:24).  Since Judas went to Hell [see above], if Judas had died in his mother’s womb, he would have went to Heaven instead, indicating he was alive in the womb.  King David declares that God ‘wove me in my mother’s womb’ & ‘I am fearfully & wonderfully made’ (Psalm 139:13-14).  God told Jeremiah ‘before I formed you in the womb, I knew you’ (Jeremiah 1:5).  If a man struck a woman ‘with child’ (Hebrew: ‘hareh’ – ‘pregnant’) & she prematurely ‘gave birth’ (Hebrew: ‘yalad’ – ‘beget, caused to be born’), the penalty was death for the life that was ended (Exodus 21:22-23).  Therefore, abortion IS considered murder of the most defenseless & ‘innocent’ of human beings (Psalm 106:37-38).  However, like suicide, abortion IS forgivable, provided genuine repentance & belief in Jesus for the forgiveness of their sins (John 3:16).
Is abortion ‘acceptable’ in the cases of rape, incest, & ‘safety of the mother?
Abortions that are performed because of women getting pregnant from rape or incest represent less than 1% of all abortions. [NOTE:  Women should NOT be ‘blamed’ for being raped!]  However, neither should the living, human child who was ‘conceived in rape or incest’ be blamed either, nor does the ‘manner’ in which a living, human child, who comes into the world make him or her any ‘less human.’  Addressing abortion with a woman who became pregnant from rape or incest should be done with ‘gentleness & reverence’ (1 Peter 3:15), but also be reminded that the baby growing inside of her is still a ‘separate’ & ‘different’ living, human being ‘created in the image of God’ (Genesis 9:5-6; Psalm 51:5), not ‘part’ of the mother, but rather, ‘inside’ of the mother:
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3Dal0opeSnQ

Abortions believed to ‘potentially’ save the life of the mother represent considerably less than 1% of all abortions.  Like abortions that are performed because of rape or incest, the ‘manner’ in which a living, human child who comes into the world does not make him or her any ‘less human.’  Therefore, it is appointed by GOD for mankind to die (Hebrews 9:27), not other people.  Another ward, we are not to ‘play God’ & ‘choose’ one human life over another.  Furthermore, doctor’s can not ‘guarantee’ that any pregnancy will result in ‘safe’ childbirth, because all pregnancies carry risk, such as the mother of Tim Tebow, whose life was ‘potentially at-risk,’ but because she valued her son’s life as much as her own, ‘chose’ to continue her pregnancy & give birth (“Through My Eyes,” Tim Tebow).  However, like ‘other abortions,’ abortions which are the result of rape, incest, & ‘potential’ safety of the mother are forgivable, provided genuine repentance & belief in Jesus for the forgiveness of their sins (John 3:16).  Adoption is a ‘choice’ that is Biblically acceptable.
Is ‘stem-cell research’ & ‘in vitro fertilization’ considered murder?’
Yes, because since a fertilized egg is a living, human being at conception, & since stem-cell research involves destroying a fertilized egg, it’s considered murder.  Likewise, since ‘in vitro fertilization’ involves fertilizing numerous eggs & implanting only ‘some’ of them, & then ‘discarding’ the rest, it too is considered murder.
Is war ‘always’ considered murder?
Although God commands us not to kill the innocent & righteous (Exodus 23:7), King Solomon does state there is a ‘time’ for war (Ecclesiates 3:1-8), such as when we are attacked by another country, which is a form of ‘self-defense’ (‘muwth’)(Exodus 22:2), rather than ‘murder’ (‘ratsach’).  Paul reminds us that we are ‘to be in subjection to our governing authorities’ & ‘whoever resists authority has opposed the ordinance of God’ (Romans 13:1-3).  ‘Subjection to our governing authorities’ includes supporting them in declaring an act of war against an attacking country.  However, we are to oppose leadership that opposes the will of God (Acts 4:19-20; 5:27-32), such as the Crusades, the Inquisitions, & the Holocaust, which were all acts of murder (‘ratsach’).
Isn’t killing men, women, & children during wartime considered ‘murder?’
King Saul chose to disobey God, Who commanded him to ‘strike Amalek & utterly destroy all that he has,’ which included ‘man and woman, child & infant,’ for murdering the Israelites after they came out of Egypt (Deuteronomy 25:17-1; 1 Samuel 15:2-3), by sparing King Agag (1 Samuel 15:20).  The consequence of King Saul’s disobedience was when the Amalekites later raided cities in Israel, burning them with fire, taking their women captive (1 Samuel 30:1-2), & 400 Amalekites fleeing from King David (v.17).  Later, the entire nation of Israel was almost completely annihilated by the command of Haman, under the authority of Ahasuerus, King of Persia (Esther 3:1-15), which was later thwarted by Queen Esther (Esther 7:1-6).  If Haman had been successful in annihilating Israel, Jesus Christ, Who was from the tribe of Judah (Revelation 5:5) would not have been born, in order to be our sacrificial ‘Lamb of God Who takes away the sin of the world’ on the cross (John 1:29,36).
How does Jesus relate ‘anger,’ ‘retaliation,’ & ‘hate’ to ‘murder?’
Jesus equated ‘anger’ to ‘murder’ (Matthew 5:21-26), because anger ‘can’ lead to murder if it gets out of control, which ‘can’ permanently ‘kill’ a relationship with another person, which is why Jesus commands us to be ‘reconciled to your brother’ (v.24).  However, getting angry over some injustice or blasphemy against God, which does not lead to sin is acceptable (Ephesians 4:26-27).
Jesus tells us not to retaliate for personal matters (Matthew 5:38-42), because ‘eye for an eye’ was intended for criminal offenses, like murder (Exodus 21:12-25).
Jesus tells us not to hate our enemies, but to ‘love our enemies & pray for those who persecute us’ in order to differentiate ourselves from the rest of the world & to show that we are truly of God (Matthew 5:43-48).  John warns us that if we hate our brother, we are ‘still in darkness,’ are ‘blinded,’ are ‘a liar,’ & ‘cannot love God’ (1 John 2:9,11; 4:20), which is why God ‘hated’ Esau (i.e.: Esau & his descendants)(Malachi 1:3; Romans 9:13), because Esau & his descendants purposely & willfully disobeyed & turned away from God.  When Jesus said to ‘hate’ your family & yourself in order to be His disciple (Luke 14:26), He is talking about having ‘lesser love’ (Matthew 10:37) for family & self, by comparison of our love for Him.  Another ward, we should not to put anyone above Him, including ourselves, if we are truly going to call ourselves His disciples.
Next Bible study topic: “The Nativity Story” / Celebrating our 5th Anniversary & 50th Bible study!
Next Bible study:  Saturday, November 10th at 6:30pm
Prayer/Praise/Concluding prayer 

