Week Fifty-Two – “’WHO’ was Jesus referring to when He said, ‘Not everyone who says to Me, 'Lord, Lord,' will enter the kingdom of heaven’?” (Matthew 7:21-23) (Part 2)
Welcome/Prayer

Review of Week 51: “’WHY’ do Christians believe Christianity is true & that all other religions & worldviews aren’t?” (Part 1)
Moses tells us the way to know if a prophet is truly from God or not is ‘when a prophet speaks in the name of the LORD, if the thing does not come about or come true, that is the thing which the LORD has not spoken’ (Deuteronomy 18:22).  Since truth, like God, cannot change (Malachi 3:6), every major world religion, such as Islam, Hinduism, Buddhism, Taoism, Confucianism, & Judaism; every minor world religion, such as Shintoism, Sikhism, Scientology, Primal Indigenous, & African Traditional & Diasporic (Nomads); & every ‘non-religious’ worldview, such as Atheism, Agnosticism, Secular Humanism, Non-religious theism, & Non-religious deism, either have beliefs that change over time, beliefs that aren’t supported by science, history, & logic, or have beliefs that contradict their other beliefs.  However, Biblical Christianity ‘IS’ supported by science (Genesis 1:1; Job 26:6-10; 37:11-12; 38:14 – KJV,YLT,WEB; Isaiah 40:22; Luke 17:31,34; etc.), history, archaeology, logic, & HUNDREDS of LITERALLY FULFILLED prophecies, which are based on the non-contradictory, inerrant, Inspired Word of God (2 Timothy 3:16), which is why only a ‘few’ people from the history of the world will go to Heaven when they die, while ‘many’ others won’t (Matthew 7:13-14).

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

“’WHO’ was Jesus referring to when He said, ‘Not everyone who says to Me, 'Lord, Lord,' will enter the kingdom of heaven’?” (Matthew 7:21-23) (Part 2)
‘Lord’ (Greek: ‘kyrios’ – ‘master; owner.’)  A ‘master’ is someone who has a slave.

What is the difference between a ‘slave’ & a ‘servant?’
‘Slave’ (Greek: ‘doulos’ – ‘one who gives himself up to another's will; devoted to another to the disregard of one's own interests’)

‘Servant’ (Greek: ‘diakonos’ – ‘one who executes the commands of another; a waiter, one who serves’)
A slave can only have one master (Matthew 6:24), because the master owns him.  The Apostle Paul even refers to Jesus as ‘taking the form of a slave (‘doulos’) becoming obedient to the point of death’ (Philippians 2:7-9), because Jesus did the will of His Father rather than His Own (Matthew 26:39).  Those who accept Jesus as not only their Savior, but also their Lord (‘Master’) were ‘purchased’ with His blood (Acts 20:28), & do the will of the Father (‘believing in Jesus’) can be assured of entering Heaven (Matthew 7:21; John 6:40).  Everyone else is a slave to sin (John 8:34), & their ‘father’ is the devil, because their desires are his, rather than Christ’s (John 8:44), who Jesus ‘will not know,’ because they ‘practice lawlessness (aka: ‘practice sinning’)(Matthew 7:22-23; 1 John 3:4).  So, since they aren’t ‘slaves’ to Christ, they are merely ‘lazy, wicked servants,’ who willingly disobey what Jesus tells them, even though they ‘think’ they are ‘slaves’ to Christ (Matthew 25:26).  So, in order to ‘know’ if a person is ‘slave’ to Christ, rather than a disobedient ‘servant,’ we are to ‘test the spirits to see if they are from God’ (1 John 4:1), by ‘examining the Scriptures daily’ (Acts 17:11).

Jehovah’s Witnesses
Founded by Charles Taze Russell in the 1800’s, the Watchtower organization is a ‘prophet,’ who claims their New World Translation is the most accurate Biblical translation.

Jesus is not ‘Jehovah’ God, but ‘a’ god – they added the indefinite article ‘a’ in John 1:1, added the word ‘other’ in Colossians 1:16-17 FOUR TIMES, & changed the word ‘Deity’ (or, ‘Godhead’) in Colossians 2:9 to ‘divine quality,’ in order to ‘fit’ their theology, because these verses, based on the original Greek, support the Deity of Christ.  Jesus declared Himself to be God by calling Himself ‘I AM” (Greek: ‘egō eimi’ – ‘self-existent’)(John 8:58), which is how God described Himself to Moses I AM’ (Hebrew: ‘hayah’ – ‘to be; exist’), which is where YHWH (‘Yahweh’), or ‘Jehovah’ comes from, which God said will be His Name forever (Exodus 3:14-15).  Jesus said ‘I & the Father are One’ (John 10:30), which the Jews understood that He was calling Himself ‘God’ (v.33).  Jesus supports the concept of the Trinity (or, ‘Triune God’ – One God, but 3 ‘Persons,’ or ‘Members’ of the Godhead), by commanding His disciples to baptize ‘in the NAME (singular) of the Father & the Son & the Holy Spirit’ (Matthew 28:19) – which the New World Translation translates it that way!  They also keep ‘God our Savior’ & ‘Jesus Christ our Savior’ (Titus 3:4,6) in their translation.  The thief on the cross (Luke 23:40) & the apostle Thomas also referred to Jesus as God (John 20:28).  Therefore, Jehovah Witnesses are polytheistic (belief in more than one god), rather than monotheistic (One God).

Jesus = Michael the archangel – since Jesus comes with the ‘voice’ of Michael the archangel at the Rapture (1 Thessalonians 4:16), they ‘assume’ Jesus is Michael.  However, ‘with’ (‘en’) is also used to describe Mary being “‘with’ Child” (Matthew 1:18).  Therefore, just as Mary & Jesus are two separate individuals, so are Jesus & Michael.  Plus, Jesus comes ‘with’ the trumpet of God, too, at the Rapture, which would imply Jesus is God, which Jehovah’s Witnesses deny.

The Holy Spirit is ‘not’ God – they changed the ‘Spirit (‘ruwach’) of God’ (Genesis 1:2) to ‘God’s active force,’ even though they translate ‘ruwach’ as ‘spirit’ in Genesis 6:3 & ‘holy spirit’ in Psalm 51:11, instead of ‘active force.’  They changed ‘He’ (‘eimi’), to describe the Holy Spirit (Acts 8:15-16), to ‘it,’ but keeps ‘he’ to describe the Holy Spirit (John 16:13-14; 2 Thessalonians 2:7), & ‘the holy spirit said’ (Acts 13:2; Hebrews 3:7).

Jesus died on a stake, not a cross – a stake would have only required one nail to drive through Jesus’ overlapping hands extended above His head.  However, Thomas wanted to see the imprint of the NAILS (plural) in His hands (John 20:25), which would have required Jesus’ arms to be stretched out on a cross.

No eternal Hell (‘Annilationism’) – contradicts Revelation 20:10, which states where the devil, the beast (antichrist), & the false prophet will be tormented day & night ‘forever & ever.’

‘forever & ever’ (Greek: ‘eis aiōn’ – ‘into the unbroken age; eternity.’)  Just as Jesus’ Heavenly kingdom will reign ‘forever & ever’ (Revelation 11:15; 22:5), so will everyone who ends up in the ‘lake of fire’ (ie: Hell)(Revelation 20:14-15).  Also, since Hell is eternal, Jesus also needed to be eternal in order to pay for the eternal penalty & wrath of God for sinners on the cross.

Jesus ‘became the Christ’ at His baptism – contradicts Luke 2:11, which states Jesus was born the Christ (Luke 2:11) - which the New World Translation translates it that way!
The ‘144,000’ are ‘faithful’ Jehovah’s Witnesses – Revelation 7:4-8 describe 144,000 people – 12,000 from every tribe, which are the 12 tribes of ISRAEL.  ‘These’ tribes are ‘slightly’ different from the ‘original’ 12 tribes of Israel (Genesis 49:3-27), because although Levi was a faithful tribe (Revelation 7:7), it did not receive an inheritance of land, but of the priesthood (Numbers 1:49; Deuteronomy 18:1-3; Joshua 13:14).  The tribe of Dan was idolatrous (prophesized in Genesis 49:17), by setting up graven images (Judges 18:30), so they could not be counted as a ‘faithful tribe’ in Revelation 7:4-8.  Joseph received a ‘double blessing’ by Jacob/Israel through his sons, Mannasseh (the older) & Ephraim (the younger)(Genesis 48:14).  The tribe of Joseph was sometimes referred to as the ‘tribe of Ephraim’ (Numbers 1:32-33), which is why ‘Joseph’ is included as a ‘faithful’ tribe in Revelation 7:8. Biblically, ’12,000’ is meant as a literal number (Numbers 31:3-5). [SEE ATTACHED]

Salvation by keeping the Law – contradicts the apostle Paul who states ‘no one is justified by the Law’ (Galatians 3:11) & ‘by the works of the Law, no flesh shall be justified’ (Romans 3:20).

False prophecies – since the Jehovah’s Witnesses have made numerous false prophecies that have not come to pass, such as ‘the end of the Gentile age’ in 1914 & again in 1915, as well as the ‘return of Abraham, Isaac, & Jacob in 1925,’ they are a ‘false prophet’ (Deuteronomy 18:22) & are not Christians, because they ‘do not do the will of the Father,’ even though they call Jesus ‘Lord, Lord’ & therefore ‘will not enter the kingdom of heaven’ (Matthew 7:21-23).

http://carm.org/jehovahs-witnesses-and-their-many-false-prophecies

The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints (aka: Mormons)
Founded by Joseph Smith, Jr. in the 1800’s, who claims to have received a set of ‘golden plates’ by the angel Moroni, & then translated them into the book of Mormon.

Jesus is ‘not’ God – [see above under ‘Jehovah’s Witnesses.’]  They are also polytheistic.

Jesus & Lucifer are ‘spirit brothers’ – contradicts Colossians 1:16, which states by Jesus ‘ALL things were created’ – which would include Lucifer.

God was created – illogical.  If God were created, there would need to be a ‘first & infinite God,’ otherwise, there would be an ‘infinite regress,’ & no logical explanation for who, or what, created the god, who created the god, who created God the Father.  God being a created Being contradicts the ‘eternal Father’ (Isaiah 9:6), the ‘eternal God’ (Isaiah 43:12-13; Romans 16:26).

Celestial, terrestrial, & telestial kingdoms & ‘outer darkness’ – eternal destinations based on belief & what they do in this life.  Contradicts Ephesians 2:8-9 & Titus 3:5 that we are ‘saved by grace through faith, & not of works’ & ‘not of yourselves,’ & ALL ‘genuine’ Christians are ‘absent from the body, & at home with the Lord’ (2 Corinthians 5:8).  Contradicts Jesus’ claim of only TWO eternal destinations – Heaven & Hell (Matthew 7:13-14), rather than FOUR.

God had sex with the Virgin Mary to have Jesus – based on the book of Mormon, while the Bible states Mary was ‘with Child Who had been conceived in her of the Holy Spirit’ (Matthew 1:18,20).  If God ‘had sex’ with Mary, she would not have been a virgin when she gave birth to Jesus (Matthew 1:25).

Joseph Smith saw BOTH God the Father & Jesus – ‘no one has seen God (the Father) at any time’ (John 1:18; 1 John 4:12), other than Jesus (John 6:46), & those who are ‘pure of heart’ who have died (Matthew 5:8; Job 19:26).  Otherwise, people who are alive would die (Deuteronomy 18:16).

Baptism of the dead for salvation – if a person dies in a state of unbelief, after death ‘comes judgment’ (Hebrews 9:27), not a ‘second chance.’

We have the same bodies after we die – since ‘flesh & blood cannot inherit the kingdom God’ (1 Corinthians 15:50), after death our bodies will be ‘changed’ (v.51).

Native Indians are descendants of Jews – genetically untrue.  Native Americans are descendants of people who migrated from southeast Asia to North America, not from the Middle East.

Jesus was born in Jerusalem (Alma 7:10) – Jesus was actually born in Bethlehem (Matthew 2:1).

”Adam fell that men might come into existence & they are, that they may have joy” (2 Nephi 2) – due to Adam’s fall, sin came into existence & ‘death spread to all men’ (Romans 5:12)

False prophecies of Joseph Smith - http://carm.org/false-prophecies-of-joseph-smith

Since the beliefs of Mormonism contradict so many Biblical truths, including salvation, & Joseph Smith is a false prophet who received a ‘different gospel’ from an angel (Galatians 1:8-9), which he described as an ‘angel of light’ (2 Corinthians 11:14), Mormonism is not Christian.

Seventh Day Adventism
Founded by Ellen G. White in the 1800’s, who was influenced by the false prophet, William Miller, who incorrectly predicted the Rapture in 1843 & 1844.

Jesus = Michael the archangel – although SDA’s believe in the Trinity & the Deity of God the Father, Jesus, & the Holy Spirit, like Jehovah’s Witnesses, they also believe Jesus is Michael the archangel, based on 1 Thessalonians 4:16, as well as Jude v.9, because Michael says to Satan, ‘The Lord rebuke you!’ just as the Angel of the LORD (Who is identified as God) in Zechariah 3:2 says ‘The LORD rebuke you, Satan!’  However, just because Michael & God say the same words, doesn’t make them the same Person, anymore than Jesus & Satan are the same Person, because they are both called ‘morning star’ (Isaiah 14:12; Revelation 22:16), ‘light’ (John 8:12; 2 Corinthians 11:14), ‘lion’ (1 Peter 5:8; Revelation 5:5), ‘prince’ (Isaiah 9:6; Ephesians 2:2), & ‘shepherd’ (Zechariah 11:17; John 10:11,14).  Jesus was given ALL authority in Heaven AND on earth (Matthew 28:18), including when He was in a weakened human state in the wilderness after being tempted by Satan, & commanded him ‘Go, Satan!’ & Satan obeyed (Matthew 4:10-11), while Michael the archangel ‘did not dare pronounce against him [Satan] a railing judgment’ (Jude v.9).  Jesus is also different from angels (Hebrews 1:5-13), which are created heavenly beings, which includes Michael the archangel, while Jesus is eternal.

Soul sleep – the belief that dead people are unconscious; however, Jesus uses ‘sleep’ as a metaphor for death (John 11:11-14), where the dead are conscious (Luke 16:22-31).

‘Annihilationism’ – [see above under ‘Jehovah’s Witnesses’]

Saturday worship – while believing they are saved by grace, they also attempt to keep the Law, which was actually given to the Israel (Exodus 21:16-17), not the Church (Acts 15:10), which stated the ‘day’ of worship isn’t as important as the ‘substance,’ which is Christ (Romans 14:5-6; Colossians 2:16-17).  The Church actually began worshiping on the ‘Lord’s Day’ – the 1st day of the week (Acts 20:7), rather than continuing to worship on the Sabbath

http://carm.org/religious-movements/seventh-day-adventism/scriptures-dealing-first-day-week

The Sabbath actually began at 6pm on Friday, rather than beginning on Saturday, & ended at 6pm on Saturday, rather than midnight.  Also, the Jewish year was based on a lunar calendar – 360 days, rather than our 365 ¼ day (due to leap year) Gregorian calendar.  So, based on our calendar, both the day AND the time the Jewish Sabbath would start & end on different times each week.  So, SDA’s aren’t actually observing the Sabbath ‘correctly.’

False prophecies of Ellen G. White – http://www.ellenwhiteexposed.com/egw35.htm

Due to Ellen G. White being a false prophetess (Deuteronomy 18:22) & the unbiblical beliefs of Jesus & other false theology, Seventh Day Adventism is not Christian.

Christian Science
Founded by Mary Baker Eddy in the 1800’s, & wrote Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures (S&H)
She performed séances – this is a violation of Scripture (Deuteronomy 18:10-12).

Jesus was a ‘natural’ & divine Scientist – although Jesus was ‘made flesh’ (John 1:14) & referred to Himself as a ‘Physician’ (Luke 4:23), He was also God (John 1:1), not an ordinary ‘natural man.’

‘Jesus is not God’ (‘S&H,’ 361:12-13) – contradicts Scripture (John 1:1,14; 8:58; Matthew 28:19; etc.)
Jesus didn’t die on a cross – John the apostle actually witnessed Jesus’ death on the cross (John 19:33)

Rejection of medical drugs, hygiene, & procedures – contradicts the apostle Paul encouraging Timothy to ‘use a little wine for the sake of your stomach & your frequent ailments’ (1 Timothy 5:23)

False scientific & unbiblical beliefs – “Man is not made up of brain, bones, & other natural elements, & he is incapable of sin & sickness & death.” (‘S&H’)
http://carm.org/interesting-quotes-mary-baker-eddy

http://carm.org/what-does-christian-science-teach

Since the beliefs of both Mary Baker Eddy & Christian Science contradict both science & the Bible, Christian Science is not Christian (nor is it science!)

Although these are ‘some’ groups who call themselves Christian, they are part of the ‘many’ (‘large majority’ of) ‘self-professed Christians,’ who call Jesus ‘Lord, Lord,’ but will not ‘enter the kingdom of Heaven’ (Matthew 7:21-23).

Next Bible study topic: “Does the Apocrypha belong in the Bible?  Is baptismal salvation a ‘different gospel?’  Is there evidence for the resurrection of Jesus?”(Part 3)

Next Bible study:  Saturday, March 16th at 6:30pm
Prayer/Praise/Concluding prayer 

The ‘144,000’

12 TRIBES of Israel

12 SONS of Israel
(Revelation 7:4-8)
(Numbers 1:5-15)
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[NOTE: the sons of Joseph is sometimes called the sons of Ephraim (Numbers 1:32-33]

