Week Fifty-Three – “Does the Apocrypha belong in the Bible?  Is baptismal salvation a ‘different gospel?’  Is there evidence for the resurrection of Jesus?” (Part 3)
Welcome/Prayer

Review of Week 52: “’ ’WHO’ was Jesus referring to when He said, ‘Not everyone who says to Me, 'Lord, Lord,' will enter the kingdom of heaven’?” (Matthew 7:21-23)  (Part 2)
Since only Christians call Jesus ‘Lord, Lord,’ Jesus states that only ‘specific’ Christians ‘who do the will of My Father’ [(ie: ‘believing in the Biblical Jesus’ (John 6:40)] will enter the kingdom of Heaven (Matthew 7:21).  This excludes Jehovah’s Witnesses, Mormons, Seventh Day Adventists, & Christian Science, because they deny the Deity of Christ (John 1:1,14; 8:58; cf. Exodus 3:14; John 10:30,33; 20:28); the Trinity (Matthew 28:19; cf. Matthew 3:16:17); believe in different plans of salvation – aside from, or in addition to, Jesus ‘finished’ work on the cross for the atonement of sins (John 14:6; 19:30); & have made false scientific, historical, & prophetic claims, which have turned out not to be true or came to pass, making them ‘false prophets’ (Deuteronomy 18:22).
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

“Does the Apocrypha belong in the Bible?  Is baptismal salvation a ‘different gospel?’  Is there evidence for the resurrection of Jesus?” (Part 3)
What ‘qualifies’ as ‘Scripture’ & why is it important?
The apostle Paul tells us that ‘ALL Scripture is Inspired (‘God-breathed’) by God’ (2 Timothy 3:16).  This includes both the Old Testament Scriptures, which Timothy’s grandmother Lois & his mother Eunice taught him in his youth (2 Timothy 1:5; 3:14), which ‘from childhood you have known the ‘sacred writings’ (‘holy, consecrated letters/epistles’) which are able to give you the ‘wisdom’ (‘understanding’) that leads to salvation through faith which is in Christ Jesus’ (2 Timothy 3:15).  However, ‘ALL Scripture’ also refers to the New Testament as well, because Paul quotes Deuteronomy 25:4 AND Luke 10:7, calling them both Scripture (1 Timothy 5:18).  ‘ALL Scripture’ also refers to all of Paul’s epistles (‘writings’), because Peter refers to ALL of Paul’s epistles as Scripture (2 Peter 3:15-16), which includes 2 Timothy, which was Paul’s last epistle written towards the end of Paul’s life (2 Timothy 4:6-7) & before Peter wrote his second epistle.  By referring to Paul’s epistles as ‘Scripture,’ along with the Gospel of Luke [who also wrote Acts to Theophilus (Luke 1:1-4; Acts 1:1], who together wrote the majority of the New Testament, this proves that the 1st Century Christian Church believed that the New Testament was just as authoritative & as Inspired Scripture as the Old Testament.
Why is acknowledging the New Testament (like Luke’s Gospel) as Scripture important?
Jesus specifies ‘which’ Old Testament books are ‘authoritative,’ by mentioning ‘from the blood of Abel to the blood of Zechariah’ (Matthew 23:34-35; Luke 11:49-51).  Abel was the first ‘prophet’ murdered in the 1st book of the ‘TaNaKh’ (aka: the ‘Hebrew Bible’)(Genesis 4:8), while the last ‘prophet’ murdered in the last book of the TaNaKh was Zechariah (2 Chronicles 24:20-21).  [Note: although Malachi is the last book in the Christian Bible, & the last book actually ‘written’ was Nehemiah, the last book in the order of the TaNaKh was 2 Chronicles (which was originally combined with 1 Chronicles).  [SEE ATTACHED].  Therefore, by Jesus accepting the Hebrew & Aramaic Scriptures as ‘authoritative’ by acknowledging the first & last ‘prophets’ of God, any ‘writings’ that were written after the TaNaKh was completed & before the New Testament was written, are not considered Scripture, because they were not written by prophets of God (John 5:46-47; Luke 24:27,44-45) nor the disciples of Christ (1 Timothy 5:18; 2 Peter 3:15-16).  Three ‘rules’ were used by the early Christian Church to determine if a book or epistle was considered ‘Inspired’ by God:
1. Canonical (Hebrew: ‘qaneh’ / Greek: ‘κανών’ – ‘measuring rod, standard.’):  Although the TaNaKh had a different ‘order’ & ‘grouped’ some books together (like 1 & 2 Chronicles), every book in the Protestant Old Testament is also in the TaNaKh.
2. Authoritative:  Jesus acknowledged the TaNaKh as being ‘authoritative’ (Matthew 5:46-47; 23:35; Luke 11:49-51; 24:27,44-45), such as when he referred to the book of Isaiah as ‘Scripture’ (Luke 4:17-21).  The Old Testament AND New Testament Jews considered the TaNaKh to be authoritative.  Jesus’ disciples & the New Testament writers quoted from every ‘section’ of the TaNaKh (the ‘Torah,’ the ‘Nevi’im’ (‘the Prophets’), & the ‘Ketuvim’ (‘the Writings’) [SEE ATTACHED], & considered both the TaNaKh AND the New Testament as being Inspired ‘Scripture’ (1 Timothy 5:18; 2 Timothy 3:15-16; 2 Peter 3:15-16).  The early 1st Century Christian Church also considered the TaNaKh & the New Testament to be authoritative.
3. Historically/theologically accurate:  No historical or theological claim in the TaNaKh OR the New Testament contradicts either previous or later Inspired Scripture, including God’s plan for salvation.  Both the TaNaKh AND the New Testament are inerrant, lack contradictions, & are not contradicted by science, history, archaeology, logic, & intellectual reasoning.  The TaNaKh & the New Testament are filled with over 500 HUNDRED LITERALLY FULFILLED PROPHECIES, making the 40 different writers of these 66 separate books ‘true’ prophets of God (Deuteronomy 18:18-19).
What is the Apocrypha & is it Inspired Scripture?
‘Apocrypha’: (‘spurious’ – ‘illegitimate; outwardly similar or corresponding to something without having its genuine qualities; heretical’ / ‘hidden’ – ‘knowledge considered too profound or too ‘sacred’ to be disclosed to anyone other than the initiated.’)
The Apocrypha are seven books [Sirach (Ecclesiasticus), Tobit, Wisdom, Judith, Baruch, 1 & 2 Maccabees) & ‘additonal’ verses & chapters to Esther (Ch. 10:4-13; Ch.11-16) & Daniel (Ch.13 ‘Susana & the 2 Elders’ & Ch.14 ‘Bel & the Dragon’), which are in Catholic, Greek Orthodox, & Oriental Orthodox Bibles, as well as being in the King James Version from 1611 to 1885.  It is considered ‘Deuterocanonical’ (‘Second Canon’) by many Christians, even though it is ‘blended in’ with the TaNaKh, & precedes the New Testament – the actual ‘Second Canon.’
Although the Apocrypha was in the Septuagint (the Greek translation of the TaNaKh & the Apocrypha), it was not part of the TaNaKh, which didn’t include the ‘additions of Esther & Daniel,’ which were written in the ‘Intertestimental Period’ (around 400 B.C. to about 6 B.C.), while the actual books of Esther & Daniel were written around the 5th to 6th Centuries B.C.  Therefore, the Apocrypha isn’t ‘canonical.’ Although Jesus, His disciples, & the New Testament writers quoted from the Septuagint, they never quoted from any ‘section’ of the Apocrypha nor called it ‘Scripture,’ like they did with the TaNaKh & the New Testament.  Therefore, the Apocrypha isn’t ‘authoritative.’  Lastly, unlike the TaNaKh & the New Testament, the Apocrypha contains historical & theological errors & contradictions, both between the books themselves, as well as with the TaNaKh (compare Baruch 6:2 to Jeremiah 25:11; 29:10, and Baruch 1:1-2 to Jeremiah 43:5-7) & the New Testament, including God’s plan for salvation, [SEE ATTACHED].  There are also no prophecies about the coming Messiah or other future events in the Apocrypha, since there was no prophet of God around the time that the Apocrypha was written (1 Maccabees 9:27).  Therefore, the Apocrypha isn’t ‘historically/theologically accurate.’  So, for those reasons, the Apocrypha is not Inspired Scripture.
Do we get ‘saved’ when we are baptized in water, & does John 3:5 teach that it is?
Many Christians believe in ‘the necessity of baptism for salvation,’ including babies:

http://www.vatican.va/roman_curia/congregations/cfaith/cti_documents/rc_con_cfaith_doc_20070419_un-baptised-infants_en.html
This ‘belief’ is based on an understanding of John 3:5: “Jesus answered, ‘Truly, truly, I say to you, UNLESS one is born of water and the Spirit he CANNOT enter into the kingdom of God.’”  ‘IF’ ‘born of water’ refers to the waters of baptism, then that would mean Jesus is saying that unless one is baptized in water, they cannot enter Heaven, because there are only two eternal destinations after death (Matthew 7:13-14).  This would mean that unbaptized babies, young children, & adults would end up in Hell, such as the repentant thief on the cross, who Jesus promised that he would be with Him in Paradise (Luke 23:39-43), & those who Paul were ‘glad that I baptized none of you’ (1 Corinthians 1:14).  Some Christians believe that the thief was ‘baptized by desire’ & due to the ‘invincible ignorance’ of unbaptized babies that there ‘may’ be a ‘hope that there is a path to salvation for infants who die without baptism.’  However, those beliefs would contradict the ‘necessity of baptism for salvation’ & the words of Jesus in John 3:5 ‘IF’ ‘born of water’ refers to the waters of baptism.  Rather, the ‘water’ Jesus is referring to are the ‘living waters’ that are given to those who believe in Him, who then receive eternal life (John 3:16; 4:10-14; 6:35; 7:38), while the purpose of water baptism is an identification, or ‘immersion,’ into Christ’s death & resurrection to new life, when they place their faith & trust in Jesus’ ‘finished’ work on the cross for their salvation (John 19:30; Romans 6:3-8).
Out of the 2.2 billion ‘self-identified Christians’ in the world, about 1.65 billion believe in the false salvation plans of the Apocrypha, which is in their Bibles, and/or the false salvation plan of water baptism, which represents about 75% of all ‘self-identified Christians’ (or, 3 out of 4 ‘self-identified Christians’), which together with ‘non-christians’ represent about 92.1% of the world (or, greater than 9 in 10 people) – meaning less than 10% of the world (or, less than 1 in 10 people) are going to Heaven when they die, which reflects the words of Jesus that not only will the large majority of people end up in Hell (Matthew 7:13-14), but also the large majority of ‘self-identified Christians’ will end up in Hell, too, because they don’t do the ‘will of the Father’ (ie: ‘believing IN the Biblical Jesus’)(Matthew 7:21-23; John 6:40), because they believe in a false gospel (Galatians 1:6-9).
What is the ‘true’ gospel of salvation?
The ‘true’ gospel is the ‘power of God for salvation’ (Romans 1:16); ‘having believed…sealed with the Holy Spirit of promise…a pledge of inheritance’ (Ephesians 1:13-14); ‘the power of the Holy Spirit in full conviction’ (1 Thessalonians 1:5); Who ‘saved us…& granted us in our Savior Christ Jesus, Who abolished death & brought life & immortality’ (2 Timothy 1:8-10).  The ‘true’ gospel is believing that we are ‘saved by grace through faith & not of works’ (Ephesians 2:8-9), & this ‘genuine’ faith ‘convicts’ us (Hebrews 11:1), because we ‘believe IN the Biblical Jesus, Who gives us eternal life’ (John 3:16), which we can ‘know,’ because of what is ‘written’ (1 John 5:13).
Is there evidence for the life, death, & resurrection of Jesus?
Not only does the Bible record the life, death, AND resurrection of Jesus, so do both non-biblical AND non-christian sources:
“When you look at the history, maybe I alluded to the possibility that some historians think Jesus never existed.  I take that back – JESUS EXISTED!” – Richard Dawkins, atheist & author, ‘Has Science Buried God?’ (2009)
“The doctrine of the Kingdom of Heaven, which was the main teaching of Jesus is certainly one of the most revolutionary doctrines that ever stirred & changed human thought…one is obliged to say, ‘Here was a man.  This part of the tale could not have been invented.’ – H.G. Wells, atheist & author.

“A man who was completely innocent, offered Himself as a sacrifice for the good of others, including His enemies, & became the ransom of the world.  It was the perfect act.” – Mohandas Ghandi (speaking about Jesus Christ)
“He (Jesus Christ) was condemned.  He was crucified in reality, & not in appearance, not in imagination, not in deceit.  He really died, & was buried, & rose from the dead.” – Ignatius (1st Cent. A.D., born ~35 to 50 A.D., died 98 to 117 A.D.), non-Bible writer, non-disciple of Jesus, & Church leader & pupil of the apostle John

“Let us consider, beloved, how the Lord continually proves to us that there should be a future resurrection, of which He (God) has rendered the Lord Jesus Christ the first-fruits by raising Him from the dead.” – Clement of Rome’s non-Biblical ‘1st Epistle to the Corinthians,’ member of the church of Philippi (Philippians 4:3), non-Bible writer, non-disciple of Jesus, & 3rd bishop of Rome (fl. 96 A.D.)
“It was by means of sorcery that He (Jesus) was able to accomplish the wonders which He performed…. Let us believe that these cures, or the resurrection, or the feeding of a multitude with a few loaves…. There are nothing more than tricks of jugglers.” – Celsus (2nd Cent. A.D.), Roman author (‘The True Doctrine’), & Greek philosopher (~177 A.D.), confirming the beliefs of the 1st Century Christian Church that Jesus rose from the dead!
How can we be ‘assured’ that Jesus rose from the dead?  What about ‘alternative theories’?
‘Swoon theory’ (Jesus didn’t die on the cross.  He just ‘fainted’) – according to the apostle John, who was an ‘eyewitness’ to the crucifixion of Jesus (John 19:35), Jesus was clearly dead, as evidenced by the fact that, unlike the 2 criminals whose legs were broken by the Romans to speed up their deaths (v.31-32), Jesus was already dead, even prior to the spear being driven into his side, which poured out ‘blood AND water (pericardial fluid)’ (v.33-34), indicating that He had suffocated on the cross.
‘Stolen body theory’ – the 11 remaining disciples were cowering behind locked doors in fear (John 20:19).  They had neither the means nor the motive to steal the body, as Jesus’ body was being guarded (Matthew 27:62-66), which a prisoner in Jesus’ day would have been guarded by 40 to 100 heavily armed Roman soldiers.

The tomb wasn’t empty/the disciples went to the wrong tomb – both Peter & John went to the tomb, which had Jesus’ ‘linen wrappings, & His face-cloth which had been on His head’ (John 20:6-7).  Had they went to the wrong tomb, the Romans, who had access to Jesus’ body, could have simply produced His corpse, which they were not able to do.
The disciples hallucinated/they ‘made it up’ – psychiatrically, hallucinations are individual experiences, not group ones.  Had the disciples ‘made up’ the story of the Resurrection, most if not all of them, would have recanted their faith, after being threatened with excruciating, tortuous persecution & death, such as the apostle James, who died without recanting his faith (Acts 12:1-2).  Although a person ‘might’ die for something they don’t know to be a lie, a person won’t die for something they know to be a lie.  The disciples were willingly tortured & martyred for their faith, because they knew Jesus rose from the dead, because they were eyewitnesses of Jesus’ resurrection (John 20:19-28; 1 Corinthians 15:5; 2 Peter 1:16; 1 John 1:1).
The FIRST witnesses were women – if the Church was going to ‘make up’ the Resurrection, they wouldn’t have used 1st Century Jewish women, like Mary Magdalene (Mark 16:6; John 20:1,11-18) & Mary the mother of James & Joseph (Matthew 27:56; 28:1,8-10) as their primary witnesses, since the testimony of 1st Century Jewish women were considered ‘unreliable.’  Had they ‘made it up’ they would have used one of the disciples, like Peter, but since they used the women, that provides stronger & more convincing evidence that the Resurrection actually happened.
The conversion of Saul of Tarsus, & Jesus’ half-brothers – James & Judas (Jude) – Saul of Tarsus was a persecutor & murderer of Christians (Acts 8:3; 1 Corinthians 15:9; 1 Timothy 1:13), & was well aware of the belief of the Resurrection, because he was present when Stephen proclaimed it & was martyred (Acts 8:1).  However, on the road to Damascus, he met the resurrected Jesus, & became a believer (Acts 9:1-20; 1 Corinthians 15:8).  Jesus’ half-brothers, James & Judas (Jude), originally didn’t believe in Him (John 7:5), but after witnessing His resurrection (1 Corinthians 15:7), James, as well as Jesus’ other half-brothers (Mark 6:3-4), became believers & Bible writers (James 1:1; Jude 1:1), & along with Jesus’ disciples were present at Pentecost (Acts 1:13-14).
The disciples changed from cowards to martyrs – again, the 11 remaining disciples, shortly, went from cowards hiding behind locked doors (John 20:19) to ‘preaching everywhere’ (Mark 16:20), willingly accepting excruciating torture & even death, because they knew Jesus rose from the dead, because they were eyewitnesses to His resurrection:

http://www.gotquestions.org/apostles-die.html
Therefore, since the life, death, AND resurrection of Jesus is confirmed by Christian AND non-christian sources, & there is no ‘logical’ explanation for the empty tomb of Jesus, the most logical explanation for the empty tomb is that Jesus DID INDEED rise from the dead (Acts 17:31)!  Furthermore, this also supports ‘why’ only Biblical Christianity & Jesus being the ‘only way to the Father’ (John 14:6) is true, because the resurrection of Jesus is a historical – as well as Biblical - fact!
Next Bible study topic: “Can a Christian judge others, including other Christians?” (Matthew 7:1-6)
Next Bible study:  Sometime in April
Prayer/Praise/Concluding prayer
The ‘TaNaKh’ (aka: THE ‘HEBREW BIBLE’ – 22 or 24 BOOKS)

Torah (“Teaching” – Five Books of Moses)

· Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers, Deuteronomy

Nevi’im (“The Prophets”)

· The ‘Major Prophets’

· The ‘Former Prophets’ – Joshua, Judges, (I & II) Samuel, (I & II) Kings

· The ‘Latter Prophets’ – Isaiah, Jeremiah, Ezekiel

· The ‘Minor Prophets’ (1 Book)

· Hosea, Joel, Amos, Obadiah, Jonah, Micah, Nahum, Habakkuk, Zephaniah, Haggai, Zechariah, Malachi

Ketuvim (“The Writings”)

· The ‘Poetic Books’ – Psalms, Proverbs, Job

· The ‘Five Rolls’ (‘Megilloth’) – Song of Solomon, Ruth, Lamentations, Ecclesiastes, Esther

· The ‘Historical Books’ – Daniel, Ezra-Nehemiah, (I & II) Chronicles

EXACT SAME BOOKS as our New Testament (39 books)!
______________________________________________________________
THE TaNaKh & THE NEW TESTAMENT vs. THE APOCRYPHA

SIRACH (ECCLESIATICUS):
“Children, hear the judgment of your father, and so do that you may be saved [Douay-Rheims].  Whoso honoureth his father, maketh an atonement for his sins [KJV].” (Sirach 3:2-3)

“Water will quench a flaming fire, and alms maketh an attonement for sins [KJV].” (Sirach 3:30)  [Douay-Rheim’s (Sirach 3:33)

“Give to the merciful & uphold not the sinner: God will repay vengeance to the ungodly & to sinners, & keep them against the day of vengeance.  Give to the good, & receive not a sinner.  Do good to the humble, & give not to the ungodly; hold back their bread & give it not to him, lest thereby he overmaster thee.  For then shalt receive twice as much evil for all the good thou shalt have done to him: for the Highest also hateth sinners, & will repay vengeance to the ungodly [Douay-Rheims]” (Sirach 12:4-7)

TaNaKh & NEW TESTAMENT:
“For the life of the flesh is in the blood, and I have given it to you on the altar to make atonement for your souls; for it is the blood by reason of the life that makes atonement.” (Leviticus 17:11)

"But I say to you who hear, love your enemies, do good to those who hate you…. Give to everyone who asks of you, and whoever takes away what is yours, do not demand it back.” (Luke 6:27,30)

"BUT IF YOUR ENEMY IS HUNGRY, FEED HIM, AND IF HE IS THIRSTY, GIVE HIM A DRINK; FOR IN SO DOING YOU WILL HEAP BURNING COALS ON HIS HEAD." (Romans 12:20; Proverbs 25:21)

________________________________________________________________________

TOBIT:

“For alms deliver from all sin, & from death, & will not suffer the soul to go into darkness [Douay-Rheims]” (Tobit 4:11)

“For alms delivereth from death, and the same is that which purgeth away sins, and maketh to find mercy and life everlasting [Douay-Rheims].” (Tobit 12:9)

“And the words of Tobit were ended…. And after he had lived a hundred & two years, he was buried honorably in Ninive [Douay-Rheims]” (Tobit 14:1-2)  

[NOTE:  Tobit claims to have been alive when Jeroboam revolted (931 B.C.) and when Assyria conquered Israel (722 B.C.). These two events were separated by over 200 years  & yet the total lifespan of Tobit was 102 years! (Tobit 1:3-5; 14:1-2)].
“Then the angel said to him [Tobit]: Take out the entrails of the fish, & lay up his heart, & his gall, & his liver for thee: for these are necessary for useful medicines….Then Tobias asked the angel, & said to him: I beseech thee, brother Azarias, tell me what remedies are these things good for, which thou has bid me keep of the fish?  And the angel, answering, said to him: If thou put a little piece of its heart upon coals, the smoke thereof driveth away all kinds of devils, either from man or from woman, so that they come no more to them.  And the gall is good for anointing the eyes, in which there is a white speck, & they shall be cured [Douay-Rheims].” (Tobit 6:5-9)

“But after a long time, Salmanasar the king being dead, when Sennacherib his son, who reigned in his place, had a hatred for the children of Israel [Douay-Rheims].” (Tobit 1:18)

[Salmanasar’s son was Sargon II, not Sennacherib (see 2 Kings 18:4,13; c.f. – Isaiah 20:1]

http://www.blueletterbible.org/lang/lexicon/lexicon.cfm?Strongs=H5623&t=NASB (Sargon)

http://www.blueletterbible.org/lang/lexicon/lexicon.cfm?Strongs=H5576&t=NASB (Sennacherib)

“And Tobias said to him: I pray to thee, tell me, of what family, or what tribe art though?  And Raphael the angel answered…I am Azarias the son of the great Ananias [Douay-Rheims]” (Tobit 5:16-18).

TaNaKh & NEW TESTAMENT:
“…the blood of Jesus His Son cleanses us from all sin” (1 John 1:7)

“how much more will the blood of Christ, who through the eternal Spirit offered Himself without blemish to God, cleanse your conscience from dead works to serve the living God?” (Hebrews 9:14)
"Pray, then, in this way: 'Our Father who is in heaven, Hallowed be Your name.” (Matthew 6:9)
________________________________________________________________________

WISDOM:
“For she [Wisdom] is the brightness of eternal light, & the unspotted mirror of God’s majesty, & the image of his goodness [Douay-Rheims]” (Wisdom 7:26)

“And I was a witty child & had conceived a good soul.  And whereas I was more good, I came to a body undefiled [Douay-Rheims]” (Wisdom 8:20)

“For by wisdom they are healed [Douay-Rheims]” (Wisdom 9:19)

TaNaKh & NEW TESTAMENT:
“And He [Christ] is the radiance of His glory and the exact representation of His nature, and upholds all things by the word of His power. When He had made purification of sins, He sat down at the right hand of the Majesty on high,” (Hebrews 1:3)

“Behold, I was brought forth in iniquity, And in sin my mother conceived me.” (Psalm 51:5)

“So then as through one transgression there resulted condemnation to all men, even so through one act of righteousness there resulted justification of life to all men.  For as through the one man's disobedience the many were made sinners.” (Romans 5:18-19)

“Who his own self bare our sins in his own body on the tree, that we, being dead to sins, should live unto righteousness: by whose stripes ye were healed. [KJV]” (1 Peter 2:24)

________________________________________________________________________

JUDITH:
“Now in the twelfth year of his reign, Nabuchodonoser king of the ASSYRIANS, who reigned in Ninive the great city fought against Arphaxad & overcame him [Douay-Rheims]” (Judith 1:5,10)

TaNaKh & NEW TESTAMENT:
“In the third year of the reign of Jehoiakim king of Judah, Nebuchadnezzar king of BABYLON came to Jerusalem and besieged it.” (Daniel 1:1)

________________________________________________________________________

1 & 2 MACCABEES:

“And there was a great tribulation in Israel, such as was not since the day, that there was no prophet seen in Israel [Douay-Rheims].” (1 Maccabees 9:27)

“And making a gathering, he sent 12,000 drachms of SILVER to Jerusalem for sacrifice to be offered for the sins of the dead….It is therefore a holy & wholesome thought to pray for the dead, that they may be loosed from sins. [Douay-Rheims].” (2 Maccabees 12:43-46)

[Antiochus Epiphanes dies at least twice]:

“So King Antiochus died there in the year one hundred & forty-nine.  And Lysias understood that the king was dead, & he set up Antiochus his son to reign, who he brought up young: and he called his name Eupator [Douay-Rheims]” (1 Maccabees 6:16-17)

“And this was the end of Antiochus that was called Illustrious [Epiphanes – KJV].  But now we will relate the acts of Eupator the son of that wicked Antiochus [Douay-Rheims]” (2 Maccabees 10:9-10)

TaNaKh & NEW TESTAMENT:
"Do not think that I came to abolish the Law or the Prophets; I did not come to abolish but to fulfill.” (Matthew 5:17; see also Matthew 23:35; Luke 11:49-51; 24:27,44-45)

“Now when Simon saw that the Spirit was bestowed through the laying on of the apostles' hands, he offered them money, saying, ‘Give this authority to me as well, so that everyone on whom I lay my hands may receive the Holy Spirit.’ But Peter said to him, ‘May your SILVER perish with you, because you thought you could obtain the gift of God with money! You have no part or portion in this matter, for your heart is not right before God.” (Acts 8:18-21)

“And Jesus said to him, "Blessed are you, Simon Barjona, because flesh and blood did not reveal this to you, but My Father who is in heaven…. whatever you bind on earth shall have been bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth shall have been loosed in heaven." (Matthew 16:17,19)

“And inasmuch as it is appointed for men to DIE ONCE and after this comes judgment” (Hebrews 9:27)
