Week Fifty-Six – “What is ‘Church Government’ (Polity)?” / Beginning-Of-Summer Cookout
Welcome/Prayer

Review of Week 55: “What does ‘ask & it will be given to you’ mean?”  (Matthew 7:7-12)
‘Everyone’ who does the ‘will of Jesus’ Father in Heaven’ (Matthew 7:11,21) [instead of those whose ‘desire’ is of their ‘father the devil’ (John 8:44)], those who ‘ask receive, seek find, & knock it will be opened’ (Matthew 7:8).  God will answer a prayer that glorifies Him (John 14:13-14; 1 Corinthians 10:31); doesn’t harm us, isn’t unnecessary, is good (Matthew 7:9-11); is asked as a result of repentance (Romans 10:13); is asked by His children (Matthew 6:30-33; 7:11); & isn’t selfish or contrary to His will or His purpose (Matthew 7:21; Luke 22:42; John 6:38-40; 1 John 5:14-15).  Unlike other negatively-commanded ‘golden rules,’ Jesus’ positively-commanded “Golden Rule” based on the ‘Law & the Prophets’ (Matthew 7:12) commands us to ‘love your enemies & pray for those who persecute you’ (Matthew 5:44).
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

“What is ‘Church Government’ (Polity)?”
‘church’ (Greek: ‘ekklēsia’ – ‘an assembly of people ‘called out’ from their homes gathered together for worship’).  The Church isn’t the ‘building’ where people meet, but rather individuals who God ‘calls out’ from the world (Matthew 22:14; Romans 8:30), who then respond to His ‘call’ (Romans 10:13).  The Church was first established in the ‘upper room’ at Pentecost, 50 days after Passover, when the Holy Spirit came (Acts 2:1-4).
In what relationship is Jesus to the Church?
Jesus is the ‘Head’ of the Church, which is His ‘body’ (Colossians 1:18,24).  Just as wives are to ‘subject’ (Greek: ‘hypotassō’ – ‘voluntarily cooperate, obey, submit’) themselves to their husbands in everything, as to the Lord, so also is the Church to be ‘subject’ to Christ in everything (Ephesians 5:22-24,32).  So, just as the physical brain (‘head’) directs, instructs, leads, & protects the physical body, likewise, Jesus the ‘Head’ does the same with His ‘body’ – the Church.
How was the early Church structured?
Each church was independent & elders were appointed in every city (Titus 1:5).

‘elder’ [Greek: ‘presbyteros’ – ‘men of advanced age; a term of RANK or OFFICE; among the Jews, members of the great council or Sanhedrin (because in early times the rulers of the people, judges, etc., were selected from elderly men.)]  Peter described himself as a ‘fellow elder’ (‘sympresbyteros’ – masculine noun)(1 Peter 5:1).
What are the qualifications & duties of an elder?
An elder is to be a man who is ‘above reproach, the husband of one wife, having children who believe, not accused of dissipation or rebellion’ (Titus 1:6).
‘above reproach’ (Greek: ‘anegklētos’ – ‘cannot be called into to account, unreproveable, unaccused, blameless’).  This refers to an elder’s current reputation, meaning there is the absence of even a charge or accusation against a person currently.  An elder’s past sins do not necessarily disqualify a man from seeking the ‘office’ of an elder.
[Note:  The Greek word translated ‘man’ (‘tis’) in 1 Timothy 3:1,5 & Titus 1:6 is supported by the fact that an elder & overseer is to be the “‘husband’ (Greek: ‘anēr’ – ‘adult man; husband; betrothed man’) of one ‘wife’” (Greek: ‘gynē’ – ‘a married woman; widow; betrothed woman’)(1 Timothy 3:2; Titus 1:6).  For example, Joseph was the ‘husband’ (‘anēr’) of Mary (Matthew 1:26), who was his ‘wife’ (‘gynē’)(Matthew 1:20).  Likewise, Lazarus is described as a ‘man’ (‘tis’), & each of the Roman guards who divided Jesus’ clothing are called a ‘man’(‘tis’).  Also, 1 Timothy 3:5 states a ‘man’ (‘tis’) must manage his own household, before ‘taking care of the church of God,’ & the ‘spiritual head’ of the household is the man (Ephesians 5:22-24; 6:1,4).]
Furthermore, ‘husband of one wife’ does not mean that an elder ‘must’ be married.  In Greek, ‘husband of one wife’ means ‘one woman man.’  It does not refer to marital status, otherwise widowers & unmarried men would be disqualified, such as the apostle Paul who was ‘unmarried’ (1 Corinthians 7:8).  Rather, the male elder – married, unmarried, or widowed - must have the ‘mindset’ that he is devoted to either his current wife or, if he is unmarried, that he is devoted to the Biblical doctrine that marriage is between ‘ONE man & ONE woman’ (Genesis 1:27; 2:22-24; Matthew 19:5; Ephesians 5:31,33).
An elder’s children must also be ‘genuine’ believers & trust in Christ’s ‘finished’ work on the cross & atonement (‘reconciliation’) for their sins (John 19:30; Romans 5:11; 2 Corinthians 5:18-20; 1 John 2:2; 4:10), as well as not be accused of ‘dissipation’ (Greek: ‘asōtia’ – ‘uncontrolled, unruly, debauchery, disobedient’) or ‘rebellion’ (Greek: ‘anypotaktos’ – ‘insubordination’)(Ephesians 6:1-3; Titus 1:6).
What is an ‘overseer’ & what are their qualifications & responsibilities?
‘overseer’ [Greek: ‘episkopos’ (masculine noun) – ‘superintendent; elder; a man charged with the DUTY of seeing that things to be done by others are done rightly; a BISHOP].  An elder/bishop/overseer is the same ‘office’ (1 Timothy 3:2; Titus 1:5,7).  A bishop/overseer’s ‘duty’ is to be a ‘guardian’ over his individual, local church (rather than a ‘bishop’ being the ‘guardian’ over a number of local churches), just as Christ is the ‘Guardian’ over His ‘universal’ Church (1 Peter 2:25).  There can be more than one elder/bishop in a city (Philippians 1:1), because in the 1st Century, a city could have only one church (1 Corinthians 1:2; 1 Thessalonians 1:1; Revelation Ch.2 & 3) or several churches (Galatians 1:2).  Therefore, the qualifications of a male bishop/overseer is the same as that of an elder, including being ‘above reproach, being the husband of one wife, keeping his children under control, an ‘older’ man (‘not a ‘new’ convert’)’ & other similar responsibilities (1 Timothy 3:1-7; Titus 1:7-8), including being able to ‘exhort in sound doctrine & to refute those who contradict’ (Titus 1:9), by comparing what is taught to Scripture (Acts 17:11; 2 Timothy 3:16-17; Titus 1:9).  
What is a ‘deacon’ & what are their qualifications & responsibilities?
‘deacon’ (Greek: ‘diakonos’/‘diakoneō’ – ‘servant, waiter; one who executes the commands of another; one who cares for the poor and has charge of & distributes the money collected for their use’.)  Like the elder/overseer, the deacon must be ‘above reproach, husbands of one wife, & good managers of their children,’ which means the ‘office’ of deacon, must also be a man, as well as having other qualifications similar to elder/overseers (1 Timothy 3:8-10,12-13).  However, unlike an overseer whose duty is to ‘delegate’ & see that things are being done right by others, the deacon’s duty is to execute the commands of the overseer, so that the elder/overseer can execute his responsibilities of being a ‘guardian’ of the Church & ‘exhorting sound doctrine & refuting those who contradict’ (Titus 1:9).
What are ‘pastors & teachers’ & what are their qualifications & responsibilities?
Christ gave ‘some’ as ‘apostles’ (‘one sent forth, messenger, delegate’), ‘some’ as ‘prophets’ (‘spokesman of God moved by the Holy Spirit to declare revelations of God’), ‘some’ as ‘evangelists’ (‘bringer of good tidings; herald of salvation; not apostles’), & ‘some’ as ‘pastors & teachers’ (Ephesians 4:11).
‘pastors’ [Greek: ‘poimēn’ (‘masculine noun’) – ‘shepherd; he to whose care & control others have committed themselves, and whose precepts they follow; the overseers of the Christian assemblies’.)

‘teachers’ (Greek: ‘didaskalos’ – ‘one who teaches & explains the things of God; one who shows men the way of salvation’.)
‘Pastors & teachers’ in Ephesians in 4:11 is ONE office, because unlike the Greek word (‘de’) which is translated into the English word – ‘and’ – inbetween the words ‘apostles’ AND ‘prophets’ AND ‘evangelists’ AND ‘pastors & teachers’ (which means ‘but, moreover; opposing persons’), the Greek word (‘kai’) which is translated into the English word – ‘and’ - inbetween the words ‘pastors AND teachers,’ means ‘also, even; copulative – to connect single words or terms together to express a single event’.  For example ‘born of water AND (‘kai’) the Spirit’ (John 3:5) is a single event.  Likewise, ‘pastors AND (‘kai’) teachers’ is a single ‘office.’  
Furthermore, ‘pastor-teachers’ are also elders/bishops who ‘shepherd’ (Greek: ‘poimainō’ (v.) – ‘rule; govern’) & ‘exercise oversight’ (Greek: ‘episkopeō’ (v.) – ‘care for the church which rested upon the elders’) over the ‘flock of God’ (1 Peter 5:1-2).  The apostle Paul was sent to Ephesus to call to the ‘elders’ (‘presbyteros’) of the church to make them ‘overseers/bishops’ (‘episkopos’ – masculine noun’) to ‘shepherd’ (‘poimainō’) the ‘church of God’ (Acts 20:17,28).  Therefore, since ‘pastor-teachers’ are also ‘elder/bishops’ which, Biblically, must be men, ‘pastor-teachers’ must also be men.  Both in the Old Testament & New Testament, shepherds were always male, like King David (2 Samuel 5:1-2); God the Father (Psalm 23:1); Cyrus (Isaiah 44:28); Peter (John 21:16); etc.  Jesus is referred to as the ‘Good/Great Shepherd’ (John 10:11,14; Hebrews 13:20) & ‘Chief Shepherd & Guardian’ (‘episkopos’ – masculine noun)(1 Peter 2:25; 5:4).
Can women & homosexuals serve as pastors, elders, overseers/bishops, or deacons?
Women cannot be pastor/elder/bishops or deacons, because women cannot ‘teach’ (Greek: ‘didaskō’ – ‘discharge the office of a teacher’) or ‘exercise authority over’ (Greek: ‘authenteō’ – ‘govern’) a man, because man was created first, woman was the one who ‘originated’ from man to be his ‘helper,’ & woman was the one ‘deceived’ (Genesis 2:18-20; 1 Corinthians 8-9; 1 Timothy 2:12-14).  Plus, the ‘qualifications’ of the ‘offices’ of elder/bishops & deacons must be men [see above].  Likewise, an elder/bishop & deacon must be the ‘husband of one wife’ (ie: a ‘one woman man’).  Therefore, Biblically, homosexuals are also not qualified to be pastor/elder/bishops nor deacons, since Jesus reaffirms that marriage is between ‘ONE man & ONE woman’ (Matthew 19:4-6; c.f. Genesis 1:27; 2:24), & both Jesus & Paul condemned the ‘practice’ of homosexuality (Luke 17:29; 1 Corinthians 6:9-10).
However, women can be ‘servants’ (‘diakonos’) in the Church (Romans 16:1), but not hold the ‘office’ of ‘deacon,’ which Scripture reserves for men (1 Timothy 3:8-10,12).  A woman who ‘serves’ in the church (‘deaconness’) can ‘train’ young women & children (Titus 2:3-4), which represent about 75% of average church families, just as Timothy’s grandmother Lois & mother Eunice did (2 Timothy 1:5; 3:15).  They must also be ‘dignified, not malicious gossips, but temperate, faithful in all things’ (1 Timothy 3:11).
Can a divorced man serve as pastor/elder/bishop or deacon?
Although God hates divorce (Malachi 2:16), Jesus & Paul affirm the permanency of marriage (Matthew 5:32; 19:9; 1 Corinthians 7:10-14), & one qualification of an elder/bishop & deacon is to be ‘above reproach’ (1 Timothy 3:2,8-10; Titus 1:5-7), Jesus reminds us that Moses ‘permitted’ divorce because of our ‘hardness of heart’ (Matthew 19:8).  So, being divorced does not necessarily ‘disqualify’ a man from serving as a pastor/elder/bishop or deacon, because marital status is not a ‘qualification’ of the ‘offices’ of pastor/elder/bishop nor deacon, & because a man’s current lifestyle must be ‘above reproach’ – not their past.  Otherwise, no one’s past would be ‘above approach,’ because ‘ALL have sinned’ (Romans 3:23).
What is the role of ‘priests’ in the Church?
Although ALL ‘genuine’ believers in Christ are part of a ‘holy, royal priesthood’ (1 Peter 2:5,9), the ‘office’ of ‘priest’ is not found in the New Testament Church.  This is because Jesus is our ‘High Priest’ in Heaven (Hebrews 4:14), Who acts as our ‘One Mediator (Greek: ‘mesitēs’ - ‘one who intervenes between two, in order to make or restore peace; arbitrator’) between God & men’ (1 Timothy 2:5), Who the Holy Spirit ‘intercedes (Greek: ‘entygchanō’ – ‘appeals; pleads; make a petition; to pray’) for us to God’ (Romans 8:26-27,34; Hebrews 7:25).  The ‘qualification’ for the ‘office’ of ‘priest’ in the Bible requires a man to be a descendant of the sons of Israel, and a descendant of the tribe of Levi, and a descendant of the sons of Aaron (Exodus 28:1; Leviticus 1:7-8,11; 2:2; Numbers 3:3,6,9-10; 18:1-2,7,23; Deuteronomy 21:5; 31:9; 2 Chronicles 13:9; Hebrews 7:5; etc.)  Therefore, Biblically, ‘priests’ in churches today are not ‘qualified’ to be ‘priests’ under the ‘Old Covenant’ which was with Israel – not the Church.
Next Bible study topic: “The Second Coming – ‘Does the Rapture happen then?’” (Part 1) Next Bible study:  Sometime in the Fall
Prayer/Praise/Concluding prayer
