Week Fifty-Eight – “The Second Coming (Part 2) – ‘What is the Tribulation Period?’”
Welcome/Prayer

Review of Week 57: “The Second Coming (Part 1) – ‘What is the Rapture?’”
The ‘Rapture’ (Latin: ‘rapiemur’) is the ‘gathering together’ or ‘catching up’ of the Church (both dead AND alive) to ‘meet the Lord in the air’ (1 Thessalonians 4:16-17), who are then taken to Heaven (John 14:2-3; Revelation 4:1-4), while at the Second Coming, the Church returns with Christ to earth to the Mount of Olives (Zechariah 14:4; Acts 1:9-11; Revelation 19:11-14), when the Old Testament saints & the ‘Tribulation saints’ are resurrected (Daniel 12:2; Revelation 20:4).  The Church does not go through the Tribulation Period, because they are ‘kept from the hour of testing’ (Revelation 3:10), otherwise, they would know ‘the day and hour’ of Christ’s return (Matthew 24:36), because they would know the beginning of the Tribulation Period & simply add seven years (Daniel 9:27).  Also, if the Church is raptured anytime after the Tribulation begins, then there would be no one to enter the Millennial Kingdom to have children (‘the nations’) who are later deceived by Satan (Revelation 20:7-8), because the Church would have already been raptured & received ‘glorified bodies’ (1 Corinthians 15:40-44,50-54), like the angels in Heaven ‘neither marrying nor given to marriage’ (Matthew 22:30; Luke 22:30-36), while the ‘wicked’ are all destroyed at the Second Coming (Revelation 19:21).
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

“The Second Coming (Part  2) – ‘What is the Tribulation Period ?’”
The Tribulation Period is the seven year period AFTER the Rapture of the Church occurs, when God will focus His attention on Israel again, and BEFORE Jesus returns to earth to establish his ‘1,000 year’ reign.  Jesus talks about this future Tribulation Period in Matthew 24:1-25.  Jesus tells us that PRIOR TO His Return to earth to the Mount of Olives (Zechariah 14:4; Acts 1:9-11; Revelation 19:11-16), there will be many ‘signs’ of His Second Coming & the ‘end of the age’ (Matthew 24:3) such as:  the Temple will be destroyed (v.1-2); there will be false christs, wars & rumors of war (v.5-6); nation against nation, kingdom against kingdom, famines, pestilences, earthquakes – all which are the beginning of ‘birth pangs’ (v.9-14).  Just as a mother’s ‘birth pangs’ are less intense & less frequent at first, but as the time of the child’s birth grows closer, the ‘birth pangs’ grow more intense & more frequent, so do the ‘painful’ signs & events during the Tribulation Period just before Christ returns (v.9).
How do we know the Tribulation Period is ‘exactly’ seven years?  How do we know we aren’t in the Tribulation Period right now & that it’s not ‘figurative’ or ‘symbolic?’
Although there are a lot of ‘similarities’ between current world events & events in the Bible (including the book of Revelation), the Tribulation is a still, future time period, because the Church will not enter the Tribulation Period, because the Church will be ‘Raptured’ to Heaven PRIOR TO the Tribulation Period (John 14:2-3; Revelation 3:10; 4:1-4) [see notes on “The Second Coming (Part 1) – ‘What is the Rapture?’”]  Plus, the Tribulation Period is a seven year time period when God focuses on Israel [‘the time of Jacob’s (Israel’s) trouble’ (Jeremiah 30:7 – NKJV)], not the Church.  Daniel states this ‘time period’ is “decreed for ‘YOUR people and YOUR holy city’” (aka: the ‘people’ of Israel & the ‘city’ of Jerusalem (Daniel 9:24), which Daniel 9:27 describes as a period of ‘one week,’ or seven years:
‘week’ (Hebrew: ‘shabuwa`’ – ‘heptad; period or unit of seven; seven years’).  A Biblical ‘week’ is the equivalent of seven years.  Laban told Jacob (aka: Israel) that he needed to finish working for him for a ‘week,’ & when he served him for ‘another seven years,’ Jacob could marry Rachel (Genesis 29:27-28).  Likewise, Daniel stated that God will focus His attention towards Israel in Jerusalem for “seventy ‘weeks’” (‘seventy sets of seven years’), or ‘seventy times seven years’ = ‘490 years’ (Daniel 9:24).  However, these ‘seventy weeks,’ or 490 years, will be broken into three separate time periods:
1. Seven ‘weeks’ (or, ‘seven times seven years’ = 49 years) – this is the amount of time between the return of the nation of Israel from the Babylonian captivity to Jerusalem in order to rebuild the Temple & the walls surrounding Jerusalem (2 Chronicles 36:22-23; Ezra 1:1-2; 3:8; 4:24; 5:2; Ezra 6:14-15; Nehemiah 2:1-5; 6:15; Daniel 9:25) [see notes on ‘How old is the earth?’]
2. Seventy-two ‘weeks’ (or, ‘seventy-two times seven years’ = 434 years) – this is the amount of time from the rebuilding of the Temple & the walls surrounding Jerusalem to “the Messiah will be ‘cut off’” (ie: the crucifixion of Jesus Christ)(Daniel 9:26).  [see notes on ‘How old is the earth?’]  However, this is only “sixty-nine ‘weeks’” (or, ‘sixty-nine times seven years’ = 483 years.  There is a missing ‘week’ (or, ‘seven years’), which takes place sometime AFTER the crucifixion of Christ.
3. One ‘week’ (or, ‘one times seven years’ = seven years) – this is the ‘final’ time period of the ‘seventy weeks,’ or 490 years (Daniel 9:24) when God will be focusing His attention on Israel in Jerusalem again. This MUST occur during a time period when the Church is not present on earth (John 14:2-3; 1 Thessalonians 4:16-17; Revelation 3:10; 4:1-4), when the ‘prince who is to come’ (Daniel 9:26)(aka: the Antichrist)(1 John 2:18) “will make a firm covenant with the many for ‘one week’ (or,’seven years’)” (Daniel 9:27).  This ‘one week,’ or ‘seven years’ is the still, future seven year Tribulation Period AFTER the Rapture of the Church, when the Antichrist breaks his covenant with Israel half-way through the seven year Tribulation Period, or after 3 ½ years.
In the middle of this seven year Tribulation Period the ‘woman’ (Revelation 12:6)(aka: Israel)(Revelation 12:1; cf. Genesis 37:9-10) will be persecuted by Satan for ‘one thousand two hundred and sixty days’ (Revelation 12:6,13), which is EXACTLY 3 ½ years (1,260 days /360 days per one JEWISH calendar year = 3 ½ years (cf. Revelation 11:3).  During this time period, the Antichrist (aka: ‘the beast coming up out of the Sea’)(Revelation 13:1) will ‘blaspheme against God, His Name, His tabernacle, those who dwell in Heaven, & make war with & slay the (Tribulation) saints’ for ’42 months,’ or 3 ½ years (Revelation 13:5-8; cf. Revelation 11:3), if people alive during the Tribulation Period refuse to accept the ‘mark on their right hand or on their forehead,’ either of ‘the name of the beast or the number of his name’ (Revelation 13:16-17), which is ‘666’ (v.18).  Both the prophet Daniel & the apostle John describe this still, future 3 ½ years time period as a ‘time, times, & half a time’ (Daniel 7:25; 12:7; Revelation 12:13-14):

‘time’ (Aramaic: ‘`iddan’ / Greek: ‘kairos’  – ‘fixed & definite period of time; one year.’ )  Daniel uses this Aramaic word for ‘time’ as ‘seven periods of time’ (Daniel 4:16,23,25,32), or ‘seven years.’  When the prophet Daniel & the apostle John use the term ‘time, times, & half a time,’ they are referring to a LITERAL 3 ½ years [‘time’ (one year) + ‘times’ (two years) + ‘half a time’ (half a year) = one + two + one-half = 3 ½ years].  It is during this ‘final’ 3 ½ years of the seven year Tribulation Period when the Antichrist is going to persecute Israel, as well as anyone who refuses to accept his ‘mark.’
Is the Antichrist an ‘actual person,’ or it referring to people ‘in general’ who have the ‘spirit of antichrist?’
‘antichrist’ (Greek: ‘antichristos’ – ‘adversary of the Messiah; against, instead of; one who, assuming the ‘guise’ – deceptive, having the external appearance – of Christ, actually opposes Him’).  Four out of the 5 times ‘antichrist’ is used in Scripture, it refers to people, ‘in general,’ who have the ‘spirit’ of antichrist (1 John 2:18b; 2:22; 4:2; 2 John v.7).  However, in 1 John 2:18a, ‘THE Antichrist’ refers to an ‘ACTUAL’ person.  Both the prophet Daniel & the apostle John refer to ‘the’ Antichrist as ‘he, him, or his’ (Daniel 9:27; Revelation 13:3-8) & a ‘man’ (Revelation 13:8).  The Antichrist goes by many names in both the Old & the New Testaments:

‘The seed of the serpent’ (Genesis 3:15); ‘the little horn’ (Daniel 7:8,20,24); ‘the abomination of desolation’ (Daniel 9:27; Matthew 24:15); ‘the willful king’ (Daniel 8:23-25; 11:36-38); ‘the worthless shepherd’ (Zechariah 11:17); ‘the man of lawlessness’/’the son of perdition’ (2 Thessalonians 2:3); ‘the Antichrist’ (1 John 2:18a); the ‘conqueror’ on the white horse wearing a crown & carrying a bow (Revelation 6:2); ‘the beast coming out of the Sea’ (Revelation 13:1).
Further Scriptural evidence that the Tribulation involves Israel & not the Church, is when Jesus tells His disciples that when the ‘abomination of desolation’ (Matthew 24:15) causes Israel to ‘flee into the mountains’ (v.16; cf. Revelation 12:6,14), to ‘pray that your flight will not be…on a Sabbath’ (Matthew 24:20).  Only Israel observes the Sabbath (Exodus  31:12-17) – not their forefathers (Deuteronomy 5:1-3), nor the Church because the Church is not required to keep the Law of Moses (Acts 15:5-11), which includes keeping the Sabbath (Romans 14:5-6; Colossians 2:16-17; cf. Matthew 19:16-19).
Jesus states His Second Coming will NOT occur during the ‘Great Tribulation’ (Matthew 24:21-25; Revelation 7:14), which occurs during the last 3 ½ years of the seven year Tribulation Period during the ‘bowl judgments’ (Revelation 16:1-21).  Rather, Jesus’ Second Coming occurs AFTER the seven year Tribulation is over (Matthew 24:29; Revelation 19:11-16), which Jesus refers to as ‘the Son of Man coming on the clouds of the sky with power & great glory’ (Matthew 24:27-30; cf. Daniel 7:13).  Jesus’ Second Coming occurs when ‘this generation’ (ie: the generation of Israel who is still alive)(Matthew 24:34) sees all the ‘signs’ mentioned in vv.1-33.  So, just as Israel knows that when ‘the fig tree puts forth its leaves’ (v.32), as well as ‘ALL the trees’ (Luke 21:29-33) that ‘summer is near,’ likewise Israel will know that the Second Coming of Jesus is also near, when Jesus ‘gathers together His elect’ (Matthew 24:31) & separates the ‘sheep (His ‘elect’) from the goats (the ‘wicked’)’ (Matthew 31-46), which occurs BEFORE Jesus sets up His ‘1,000 year reign’ (ie: the ‘Millennial Kingdom’)(Revelation 20:2-8).
Next Bible study topic: “The Second Coming (Part 3) – ‘The Glorious Appearing’ & the ‘Millennial Kingdom’” 
Next Bible study:  Saturday, November 2nd at 6:30pm
Prayer/Praise/Concluding prayer
