Week Fifty-Nine – “The Second Coming (Part 3) – ‘What is the Glorious Appearing & the Millennial Kingdom?’”
Welcome/Prayer

Review of Week 58: “The Second Coming (Part 2) – ‘What is the Tribulation Period?’”
Jesus talks about the still-yet, future Tribulation Period in Matthew 24:1-25, which occurs PRIOR TO His Return to earth to the Mount of Olives (Zechariah 14:4; Acts 1:9-11; Revelation 19:11-16), which occurs AFTER the Rapture of the Church, who is taken by Jesus to Heaven (John 14:2-3; Revelation 3:10; 4:1-4).  The Tribulation Period is a LITERAL seven year period, when God focuses on Israel (Jeremiah 30:7; Matthew 24:20) for a period of one ’week’ (Hebrew: ‘shabuwa’ – ‘seven years’)(Genesis 29:27-28), which is the last ‘week’ of Daniel’s ‘seventy weeks’ prophecy (Daniel 9:24-27).  Half-way through this seven year Tribulation Period – 3 ½ years – the Antichrist (1 John 2:18a) will break his covenant with Israel (Daniel 9:27) & persecute Israel (Revelation 12:6,13) as well as anyone who refuses to accept the ‘mark of the beast’ (Revelation 13:5-8,16-18).  The Tribulation Period will end at Jesus’ Glorious Appearing when He sets up His ‘1,000 year’ reign (ie: the ‘Millennial Kingdom’)(Revelation 20:2-7).
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

“The Second Coming (Part  3) -  ‘What is the Glorious Appearing & the Millennial Kingdom?’”
The ‘Millennial Kingdom’ is the still-yet, future ‘1,000 year’ reign of Jesus ON EARTH (Revelation 20:2-7), which occurs AFTER the still-yet future seven year Tribulation Period ends, when Jesus comes in His ‘glorious appearing’ (Daniel 7:13; Matthew 25:31; Titus 2:13) with His Church (Revelation 19:11-16), which was Raptured to Heaven (John 14:2-3; 1 Thessalonians 4:16-17) BEFORE the Tribulation Period began (Revelation 3:10; 4:1-4) [See notes on “The Second Coming” (Parts 1 & 2)]. 
Since Jesus is God, then ‘why’ didn’t He know ‘the day nor the hour’ of His Second Coming?
Jesus told His disciples that no one will know ‘the day nor the hour’ of His Second Coming except the Father, including ‘the Son’ (Matthew 24:36).  Although Jesus was 100% God (John 1:1), He was also 100% man when He was ‘made flesh’ (v.14).  The apostle Paul states that when Jesus was incarnate, He ‘emptied Himself’ (‘kenoō’ – ‘laid aside His privileges; made void; made of no reputation’)(Philippians 2:7).  So, although Jesus never stopped being God (Hebrews 13:8), being omnipotent, Jesus had the power to allow Himself to restrain from exercising His godly attributes while being incarnate, so He could experience & relate to our human weaknesses (Hebrews 4:15) that He couldn’t experience in His ‘glorified’ form, such as get tired (John 4:6), get hungry (Matthew 4:2), get thirsty (John 19:28), get angry (John 2:13-17) – but did not sin (2 Corinthians 5:21; Ephesians 4:26; 1 Peter 2:21-22), weep (Luke 19:41; John 11:34), agonize (Luke 22:44), & even die (John 19:33).  Likewise, Jesus ‘emptied’ Himself to the knowledge of His Second Coming that only the Father knew at that time, until He returned to His Father in His ‘glorified’ state ‘standing at the right hand of God’(Acts 7:56) after His ascension to Heaven (Acts 1:9-11).
Jesus told His disciples that His Second Coming ‘will be just like in the days of Noah’ (Matthew 24:37), which involved people BEFORE the Flood who were ‘eating & drinking, marrying & giving in marriage, UNTIL the day Noah ENTERED the ark’ (v.38).  So, just as the ‘wicked’ were ‘taken’ out by the flood waters AFTER Noah entered the ark, when the ark ‘returned’ to earth after the flood waters subsided, Noah & his family were the only ones ‘left’ (v.39). Likewise, AFTER the Rapture of the Church, the ‘wicked’ will be ‘taken’ out by Jesus at His Second Coming & only the righteous will be ‘left’ (v.40-41; Revelation 19:21).  Jesus also tells His disciples that since ‘you’ (ie: the Church) will not ‘know’ (present tense) or ‘think’ (present tense) when He is coming (v.41-44), He is saying that the Church won’t be around ON EARTH at the Second Coming, because they will have already been raptured to Heaven, otherwise, the Church would ‘know’ when the Second Coming would happen, simply by adding seven years to the beginning of Tribulation Period (Daniel 9:27) [See notes on “The Second Coming (Part 2) – ‘What is the Tribulation Period?’”]  Jesus also implies that His Second Coming might not be for a ‘long time’ & that His ‘journey’ might be ‘delayed’ (Matthew 24:48; 25:5,14-15,19), but to always ‘be on alert’ (Matthew 24:43) in case He ‘will come on a day when he does not expect Him & at an hour which he does not know’ (v.50).
What happens at the Second Coming?
Immediately after the Tribulation Period (Matthew 24:29), Jesus will ‘appear in the sky & then all the tribes of the earth will mourn’ (v.30; Revelation 1:7).  Jesus will be ‘coming on the clouds’ & be ‘given dominion, glory, & a kingdom’ (Daniel 7:13; Matthew 24:30; Revelation 19:11).  Revelation 19:11-16 refers to Jesus as ‘Faithful & True’ (John 14:6), having ‘many diadems (ie: ‘crowns’)(Revelation 4:10), ‘a robe dipped in blood’ (Romans 5:9; 1 Peter 1:2; Revelation 1:5) called ‘the Word of God’ (John 1:1,14), ‘from His mouth comes a sharp sword’ (Matthew 10:34), & called ‘King of kings and Lord of lords’ (1 Timothy 6:14-15; Revelation 17:14).  He will come with His ‘armies which are in heaven’ (ie: His Raptured Church, ‘His bride’)(Revelation 4:4,10; 19:7-8,14), & ‘gather together His elect’ (Matthew 24:31), as well as the ‘wicked’ & separate ‘the sheep from the goats’ (Matthew 25:32) & kill the ‘wicked goats’ (v.46; Revelation 19:21).  Jesus will also cast the ‘beast’ (ie: Antichrist) & the false prophet ALIVE into the lake of fire (ie: Hell)(Revelation 19:20) & bind Satan into the ‘abyss/bottomless pit’ for 1,000 years (Revelation 20:1-3).  At this time, the Old Testament saints (Daniel 12:2), as well as the martyred ‘Tribulation saints’ will take ‘part in the first resurrection’ (Revelation 20:4-6) & receive ‘glorified’ bodies & ‘reign with Christ’ (v.4) & ‘neither marry nor are given in marriage, but are like angels in heaven’ (Matthew 22:30), while those saints who survived through the Tribulation Period & didn’t accept the ‘mark of the beast’ will pass into the Millennial Kingdom (ie: the ‘1,000 year’ reign of Christ (Matthew 25:32-34; Revelation 20:3).
Is the ‘1,000 year’ reign of Christ literal or figurative?  Are we in the ‘1,000 years’ now?
The ‘1,000 year’ reign of Christ is a LITERAL 1,000 years, because Christ returns to the Mount of Olives (Zechariah 14:4; Acts 1:9-11; Revelation 19:11-16) to establish His Kingdom ON EARTH, which has a LITERAL starting time when Satan is bound in the ‘abyss/bottomless pit’ & a LITERAL ending time when Satan is released (Revelation 20:1-3,7-8) & then cast into the lake of fire where the ‘beast’ & the false prophet ARE (v.10).  [Note: this refutes the unbiblical belief of ‘annihilationism’ that the ‘wicked’ get ‘burned up’ & cease to exist, because the ‘beast’ & the false prophet are still there at the end of the 1,000 years.]  At this time all the ‘wicked’ from all past ages (Old Testament Period, Church Age, Tribulation Period, Millennial Kingdom) will be part of the ‘second resurrection’ from Hades, & stand before God at the ‘Great White Throne’ Judgment, & all those in Hades whose ‘name was not found written in the book of life, he was thrown into the lake of fire (ie: Hell – the ‘second death’)’ (Revelation 20:11-15), which was ‘prepared for the devil & his angels’ (Matthew 25:41,46).
‘thousand’ (Greek: ‘chilioi’ – literally, ‘a thousand’).  This specific Greek word is used 11 times in the New Testament & 100% of the time it’s used to mean a LITERAL ‘1,000’ (2 Peter 3:8; Revelation 11:3; 12:6; 14:20; 20:2-7).  Anytime this specific Greek word for ‘thousand’ (‘chilioi’) is used with a number [ie:  ‘2,000’ (‘dischilioi’)(Mark 5:13); ‘3,000’ (‘trischilioi’)(Acts 2:41); ‘4,000’ (‘tetrakischilioi’)(Matthew 15:38; 16:10; Mark 8:9,20; Acts 21:38); ‘5,000’ (‘pentakischilioi’)(Matthew 14:21; 16:9; Mark 6:44; 8:19; Luke 9:14; John 6:10); ‘7,000’ (‘heptakischilioi’)(Romans 11:40)], it always refers to a LITERAL ‘thousand.’  Furthermore, anytime the word ‘year’ appears in Scripture with a number, it’s always meant to be LITERAL.
‘thousand’ (Greek: ‘chilias’ – ‘the number one-thousand’).  Derived from the Greek word ‘chilioi,’ this specific Greek word in the New Testament means ‘ONE-thousand’ (Luke 14:31; Acts 4:4; 1 Corinthians 10:8; Revelation 5:11; Revelation 7:4-8; 11:13; 14:1,3).
‘thousand’ (Greek: ‘myrios’ / ‘myrias’ – ‘thousands, innumerable, 10,000’).  These Greek words for ‘thousand’ used in the New Testament can be meant ‘either’ figuratively or literally.  For example, Revelation 9:16 uses ‘dismyrias myrias’ (’20,000 times 10,000’)(New Catholic Version) – or 200 million - to describe the immense, incalculable number of the demonic ‘armies’ that will kill 1/3 of mankind during the Tribulation Period (v.18).  So, if the apostle John had intended the ‘1,000 year’ reign of Christ to refer to a ‘figurative’ 1,000 years, he would have used either the specific Greek words ‘myrios’ or ‘myrias,’ rather than the specific Greek word ‘chilioi,’ which is a LITERAL ‘1,000.’
What is the ‘purpose’ of the Millennial Kingdom?
The purpose for the Millennial Kingdom is for God to fulfill His promises to Israel, such as the Second Coming of the Messiah to sit on the throne of King David (2 Samuel 7:16); the bodily resurrection of the Old Testament saints (Daniel 12:2); the spiritual ‘rebirth’ of Israel, who will accept Jesus as their Messiah (Zechariah 12:9-11); peace with no war (Isaiah 4:2); animal sacrifices in ‘remembrance’ of Christ’s atonement (Ezekiel 43:18-27); & the future responsibilities of the ‘talents’ (Matthew 25:1-29) or ‘crowns’ that were awarded to the Church (1 Thessalonians 7:17-20; 2 Timothy 4:6-8; James 1:12-15; 1 Peter 5:1-5; Revelation 2:10) at the ‘Bema’ (judgment seat of Christ)(Romans 14:10; 1 Corinthians 3:12-14; 2 Corinthians 5:10), which will be fully rewarded to the ‘glorified’ Church during the Millennial Kingdom who will ‘reign’ over Israel: 
http://www.gotquestions.org/thousand-year-reign-Christ.html
Will there be death during the Millennial Kingdom?
As previously mentioned, there will be animal sacrifices during the Millennial Kingdom (Ezekiel 43:18-27), which Israel will be offering to the Lord, but not to remove sin, since ‘it is impossible for the blood of bulls & goats to take away sin’ (Hebrews 10:1-4).  Rather, they will be an ‘object lesson’ for the sinner that sin is a horrible offense against God, especially for those who are born during the Millennial Kingdom who will be deceived by Satan & will war against God (Revelation 20:7-8).  So, just as the Old Testament sacrifices ‘foreshadowed’ Christ’s future atonement, the Millennial Kingdom sacrifices will be ‘memorial’ in nature of Christ’s past atonement:
http://www.gotquestions.org/millennial-sacrifices.html
Scripture also states that although there will be peace & harmony during the Millennial Kingdom, even between animals & mankind that are currently bitter enemies (Isaiah 11:6-10; 65:21-25), the ‘wicked’ will die who reject Christ (Isaiah 65:20), while the righteous will live out their lives as long as ‘the lifetime of a tree’ (v.22), which can live for thousands of years like the ‘Methuselah Tree,’ named after Methuselah who lived for 969 years (Genesis 5:27):

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Methuselah_tree 

However, several Christian commentaries question whether the righteous will die during the Millennial Kingdom:
"There may be another resurrection at the end of the Millennium, one which is implied, but never explicitly stated in Scripture. It is possible that some believers will die a physical death during the Millennium. Through the prophet Isaiah, God said, "No longer will there be in it an infant who lives but a few days, or an old man who does not live out his days; for the youth will die at the age of one hundred and the one who does not reach the age of one hundred will be thought accursed” (Isaiah 65:20). On the other hand, it is also possible that death in the Millennium will only come to the disobedient. In either event, some kind of transformation will be required to fit believers in their natural bodies in the Millennium for pristine existence throughout eternity. Each believer will need to have a “resurrected” type of body."

http://www.gotquestions.org/when-resurrection.html

"Long life will prevail in the Millennial Kingdom.  In the temporal phase of the Kingdom, death will happen, but not nearly so early as in the time of Isaiah.  In the Millennial phase of Israel's Kingdom, a sinful person may die at age 100, but will be considered a mere youth at the time of his premature death.  Having died an untimely death at such a youthful time, it will be assumed that God has taken his life for sin.  The curse will be reversed in the Millennium, but it will not be removed until the eternal state (cf. Revelation 22:3)."
 - The John MacArthur Study Bible, footnotes to Isaiah 65:20, NKJV, p.1055
“Infant mortality and premature death will be eradicated.  A person who dies at the age of one hundred years will be reckoned a child.  A centenarian who sins outwardly will be cut off.  Men will live to enjoy the fruit of their labors because the lifespan will extend throughout the Millennium for the faithful.  There will be no unproductive labor, and young people will not be cut off by war or calamity.”
 - The Believer’s Bible Commentary, on Isaiah 65:18-23, p. 989
Regardless of whether or not the righteous will die during the Millennial Kingdom, Jesus commands ALL of us now to ‘Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand!’ (Matthew 4:17).
Next Bible study topic: “Why does God allow bad things to happen to innocent people?’
Next Bible study:  Sometime in January 2014
Prayer/Praise/Concluding prayer
