Week Sixty – “Why does God allow bad things to happen to innocent people?’”
Welcome/Prayer

Review of Week 59: “The Second Coming (Part 3) – ‘What is the Glorious Appearing & the Millennial Kingdom?’”
Immediately after the Tribulation Period (Matthew 24:29), Jesus will come with His ‘armies which are in heaven’ (ie: His Raptured Church, ‘His bride’)(Revelation 4:4,10; 19:7-8,14), & ‘gather together His elect’ (Matthew 24:31), while the Old Testament saints (Daniel 12:2), as well as the martyred ‘Tribulation saints,’ will take ‘part in the first resurrection’ (Revelation 20:4-6), followed by the earthly reign of Christ (Zechariah 14:4; Acts 1:9-11; Revelation 19:11-16), which will last for a LITERAL ‘1,000 years’ (‘chilioi’).  The purpose for the Millennial Kingdom is for God to fulfill His promises to Israel, which includes the return of animal sacrifices (Ezekiel 43:18-27), as well as peace & harmony during the Millennial Kingdom (Isaiah 11:6-10; 65:21-25).
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

“Why does God allow bad things to happen to innocent people?’”
Since God allows bad things to happen to innocent people, does that mean God is not ‘all-powerful?’
No.  The Bible describes God as being ‘Omnipotent’ – ‘all-powerful’ (Job 42:2), which is a characteristic that Scripture also attributes to Jesus (Matthew 12:15).  However, ‘all-powerful’ means being able to do anything logical, which would not violate God’s nature.  For example, God can’t change (Malachi 3:6), exalt or swear by a name above Himself (Psalm 148:13; Hebrews 6:13), give His glory to another (Isaiah 42:8; 48:11), or lie (Hebrews 6:18), which also applies to Jesus Who can’t sin, because He ‘can’t do anything on His own initiative’ nor ‘seek His own will’ (John 5:30).
Since God is ‘all-poweful’ & he allows bad things to happen to innocent people, does that mean God is not ‘all-knowing?’
No.  The Bible describes God as being ‘Omniscient’ – ‘all-knowing’ (1 John 3:20), which is also applies to Jesus (Matthew 12:25; John 2:24).  God doesn’t learn, is never ‘caught off guard,’ & never makes a mistake.  God knows everything, because He is also ‘Omnipresent’ – ‘ever-present’ (Jeremiah 23:23-24), which also applies to Jesus, because ‘all the fullness of Deity dwells in bodily form’ (Colossians 2:9).  However, that doesn’t mean that God is everything (Pantheism), because ‘God is Spirit’ (John 4:24), not part of the physical universe that He created.
Since Jesus is God & is ‘all-knowing,’ then how did He not know ‘the day nor hour of His (Second) Coming (Mark 13:32)?
When Jesus was ‘made flesh’ (John 1:14), He maintained the attributes of God (including His ‘Omniscience’); however, He ‘emptied Himself’ (‘kenoō’ – ‘laid aside His privileges; made void; made of no reputation’)(Philippians 2:7), so He could experience & relate to our human weaknesses (Hebrews 4:15).  [See notes from “The Second Coming (Part 3)”]
“That means even though He was God incarnate, with all the full attributes of God in His infinite being, in some mysterious way His divine omniscience (while available to Him whenever it suited His Father’s purpose) was normally shrouded.  His conscience mind was therefore subject to the normal limitations of human finitude.  In other words, as Luke says here, Jesus truly learned things [Luke 2:52].  Although He knew everything exhaustively and omnisciently as God, He did not always maintain full awareness of everything in His human conscientiousness (as we see in Mark 13:32).” – John MacArthur, “The Jesus You Can’t Ignore,” p.30.
Since Jesus is God, and He’s ‘all-powerful’ & ‘all-knowing,’ does that mean God doesn’t ‘care’ about the bad things that happen to innocent people?  Is God not ‘good’?
God does care & even sympathizes with our sufferings & weaknesses, and He even offers us ‘mercy’ & ‘grace’ (Ephesians 4:15-16).  In our most darkest & lowest moments, He ‘will never desert us, nor will He ever forsake us’ (Hebrews 13:5-8).  
God is also good – in fact, He is the ONLY One Who is ‘truly’ good (Matthew 19:16-17; Romans 3:10-12; cf. Psalm 53:1,3; 14:1,3; 119:68).

Is there a difference between being ‘good’ & being ‘innocent?’
‘good’ [Hebrew: ‘towb’ / Greek: ‘chrēstotēs’ / ‘agathos’ – ‘the kindness (of God); moral, benign, honorable, pleasant (to a Higher nature0; perfection’](Psalm 14:3; 53:3; Matthew 19:16-17; Romans 3:12).

‘innocent’ (Hebrew: ‘naqiy’ – ‘free from judgment’)(Psalm 106:38).
The kind of ‘goodness’ God expects from us is based on His standards – perfection, which is why there is no such thing – Biblically – as a ‘good’ person by God’s standards.  However, a person ‘can’ be innocent, such as unborn infants, newborn babies, young children who haven’t reached an ‘age of accountability’ to know the difference between good & evil (Isaiah 7:15), mentally-challenged individuals, etc, but even they are still sinners.  That’s because everyone – including infants – were conceived in sin, so everyone has sinned, which makes God ‘blameless’ when He judges us (Psalm 51:4-5).  So, we don’t ‘become’ sinners because we’ve sinned, but rather we sin because we were conceived in sin.  This happens because sin & death have ‘spread to all mankind’ through Adam, because ‘all sinned’ (Romans 5:12).  So since all have sinned, we ‘fall short’ of God’s perfect glory (Romans 3:23).  The apostle Paul tells us that the ‘wages’ of sin – what we’ve ‘earned’ for sinning against God – is death (Romans 6:23), & the apostle John tells us that everyone who dies this spiritual, ‘(second) death’ (Revelation 20:6) will be cast forever in the ‘lake of fire’ (ie: Hell)(v.14-15).  This is why God allowing bad things to happen to innocent people is just, because His perfect justice will occur at the Great White Throne judgment for everyone who has not genuinely repented of their sins, & accepted Christ as their Savior AND Lord (ie: ‘Master’), where they’ll be judged according to their deeds (v.12).
Why did God allow sin to enter the world in the first place?
When God created ‘the heavens & the earth’ (Genesis 1:1) & everything and everyone in it, He created it ‘very good’ (v.31), including Man in His image (v.27), & He loved Man enough to give him anything ‘good’ that he desired, including ‘Woman’ from Man’s rib (v.27; 2:21-25), as well as the freedom to obey God’s command not to eat of a particular fruit on ONE particular tree (Genesis 2:16-17).  So, although the fruit was ‘good’ for food (Genesis 3:6), the Serpent ‘deceived’ the Woman, into disbelieving what God had commanded Man not to do (v.1-7,13).  So, along with her husband, Adam, they chose to believe the serpent & purposely disobey God’s single command to not eat the fruit.  Therefore, mankind – not God – ‘allowed’ sin to enter into the world.
Why doesn’t God just ‘fix’ things & ‘heal’ us?
Jesus’ primary purpose & will was to preach (Mark 1:34-39) and ‘seek & save that which is lost’ (Luke 19:10) – spiritually – not to ‘fix’ & ‘heal’ people physically or mentally.  Likewise, God’s will isn’t necessarily to ‘fix’ the evil injustices & ailments in the world ‘now,’ but rather to ‘cleanse us from all unrighteousness,’ through our ONLY ‘Advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous’ (1 John 1:7-2:2).  Therefore, God makes us ‘righteous’ through Christ’s atoning work on the cross (2 Corinthians 5:21) & saves those ‘throughout the whole’ world from perishing who believe IN Him (John 3:16-38), having been ‘justified’ (Greek: ‘dikaioō’ – ‘to declare; pronounce righteous; made acceptable’) by faith and having ‘peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ’ (Romans 5:1).
Where is the ‘justice’ in someone who repents & ‘gets away’ with murder?  How it is ‘fair’ that an unrepentant murderer & the unrepentant victim of murder will BOTH end up in Hell?
For those who don’t GENUINELY repent of their sins against God, they will spend ETERNITY suffering in Hell (Revelation 20:14-15), because they have refused to repent of their sins, which are against GOD (Psalm 51:4).  However, those who ‘do’ GENUINELY repent of their sins against God, God ‘transfers’ their sins onto the sinless Jesus, when He died ‘FOR’ them on the cross, when God looked on Jesus as if He had lived their sinful lives, while looking on them as if they had lived Jesus’ sinless life.  God is ‘all-powerful’ enough to forgive ANY sin & place that sin on Jesus – ‘the Lamb of God Who takes away the sin of the world’ (John 1:29), so that those sins ‘are’ paid for, while God’s judgment & ‘justice’ (‘getting what’s deserved’) is served (John 5:20), as well as the repentant sinner receiving both ‘mercy’ (‘not getting what’s deserved’) & ‘grace’ (‘getting what’s not deserved’) by a loving, forgiving, & just God.  Also, the Bible implies there are certain ‘degrees’ of punishment in Hell (Matthew 10:15; Revelation 20:12).  Therefore, not everyone who has ‘willfully’ sinned against God & rejected Christ receives the ‘exact same’ punishment in Hell.  So, since ALL sins MUST be ‘justly’ judged & paid for, NO ONE is excluded from God’s judgment; otherwise, God would be an ‘unjust God.’
Don’t other religions & worldviews (like atheism) provide ‘justice,’ ‘mercy,’ & ‘grace’ too?
No.  Atheism provides absolutely NO JUSTICE for the victim of an evil act, if the criminal never gets convicted.  Atheism also offers NO MERCY, because EVERY ‘crime’ MUST be paid for by the criminal, regardless of how ‘serious’ the crime is, because there is no ‘substitute’ to pay for the crime ‘in place’ of the person, regardless of how repentant they are, how many ‘good works’ they have done, or even if the victim of the crime ‘forgives’ that person’s crime, because ‘justice’ MUST be served.  Atheism also offers NO GRACE because “everyone’s” destiny is the same – death.  Also, there are no objective ‘standards’ of ‘morality’ in atheism in order to define what does & does not deserves ‘justice.’
Other religions also provide NO JUSTICE as well, because unlike Christianity, rewards are based on ‘balancing’ one’s ‘good deeds’ over ‘bad deeds.’  So if a criminal gets ‘rewarded’ in the afterlife because their ‘good works’ outweighed their ‘bad works,’ then their crime goes ‘unpaid’ & the victim receives no ‘justice.’  Other religions also provide NO MERCY, because, like atheism, when a crime ‘is’ paid, it MUST be paid for by the criminal even if the victim forgives the criminal, otherwise, there is no justice being served.  Likewise, other religions provide NO GRACE either, because other religions are based on ‘getting what’s deserved’ – rewards based on ‘good deeds’ vs. punishments based on ‘bad deeds’ - not grace.  This includes eastern religions (Karma), because there is no justice in Karma for the victim of a crime which gets ‘weighed out’ if a person’s ‘good works’ outweigh their ‘bad works.’  And like atheism, there are no objective ‘standards’ of ‘morality’ in other religions – it is either based on the individual to subjectively decide, or the ‘rules’ of the particular religion, which leads to INjustice for those who believe they have been victimized & not received any justice for being ‘violated.’
Do bad things happen to innocent people because they’ve sinned?
Not necessarily.  God rebuked Job’s friends for lying to Job that God had allowed him to experience the bad things that happened to him because of something Job had done wrong (Job 42:7; cf. 4:7-8; 8:6-7; 11:13-20), rather than because it was God’s will & purpose, which later led to God restoring & blessing Job (42:10-17).  Likewise, Jesus told His disciples that the purpose for the man being born blind was so ‘the works of God may be displayed’ (John 9:2-3) – not because he or his parents sinned - which led to the man being able to see (v.7).  Likewise, when bad things happen to us, we have to remember that mankind – WE – allowed sin & evil to enter the world - & we continue to – WE are responsible for the evil acts of the world.  So rather than question God & focus on the ‘momentary, light afflictions’ & ‘temporal things’ of the world that won’t last, we should instead look to ‘the eternal weight of glory far beyond all comparison’ (2 Corinthians 4:16-18), because ‘our citizenship is in heaven’ (Philippians 3:20), which, in perspective, can help ‘alleviate’ the sufferings & injustices we experience in this ‘temporary’ life, until we are one day VERY SOON ‘at home with the Lord’ (2 Corinthians 5:8).
Next Bible study topic: “Why do ‘Christians’ abandon the faith? (‘The Parable of the Sower/Four Soils’)” (Matthew 13:1-23)
Next Bible study:  Saturday, February 8th at 6:30pm
Prayer/Praise
Concluding prayer
