Week Sixty-Two – “What is the Trinity?  What (Who) is the Holy Spirit?”
Welcome/Prayer

Review of Week 61: “Why do ‘Christians’ abandon the faith? (‘The Parable of the Sower/Four Soils’)” (Matthew 13:1-23)

Jesus describes four different types of ‘soils,’ which represent the hearts of four different types of people who are exposed to the ‘seed’ (the Gospel message).  The ‘seed’ that fell beside the road & got eaten up by ‘birds’ (Satan) represents people who refuse to hear the gospel & refuse to allow it to penetrate their hearts (Matthew 13:4,19).  The ‘seed’ that fell on the rocky places represents people who make an immediate, but temporary & superficial, ‘commitment’ but ‘fall away’ from the faith when ‘afflictions & persecutions arise,’ because the Gospel never took ‘firm root’ in their souls (v.5-6,20-21).  The ‘seed’ that fell among thorns represents those who hear the Gospel, but get ‘choked out’ by temporary cares, riches, pleasures & ‘worries of the world & deceitfulness of wealth’ that don’t last eternally (v.7,22).  The ‘seed’ that fell on good soil represents those that not only hear the Gospel, but also understand it, & bears fruit, allowing God’s Word to accomplish its results in their lives (v.8,23).  As Christians we must pray for the lost by ‘asking of God in faith’ (James 1:5-6); learn, teach, & train others (Acts 8:26-35; 17:11; Ephesians 2:10); provide assurance of the faith (Hebrews 11:1); imitate Christ (1 Corinthians 11:1); wait on God for a ‘window’ to share the Gospel (Acts 16:24-34); give a ‘defense’ of the faith (1 Peter 3:15); remember that the Holy Spirit convicts & ‘seals’ believers (John 16:8; Ephesians 1:13); & to ‘pray without ceasing’ (1 Thessalonians 5:17).  Although Israel frequently ‘backslid’ (Jeremiah 49:4), a genuine Christian can’t backslide, because they can’t lose their salvation (John 3:16; 10:27-29; Romans 8:38-39), otherwise they were never truly saved to begin with (1 John 2:19).

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

“What is the Trinity?  What (Who) is the Holy Spirit?”
Although the actual English word “Trinity” is not in the Bible (just as the actual English words “Bible,” “Incarnation,” & “Rapture” aren’t in the Bible), the concept of the Trinity is explicitly taught in Scripture [just as the concepts of the Bible (Luke 24:27,44-45; 2 Timothy 3:15-16; 2 Peter 3:15-16); the Incarnation (John 1:1,14); & the Rapture (John 14:2-3; 1 Corinthians 15:51-52; 1 Thessalonians 4:16-17) are all explicitly taught in Scripture.]

The concept of the Trinity describes “Who” God is & the relationship between the ‘Members’ of the Godhead – the Father, the Son, & the Holy Spirit – One God (James 2:19), as Three distinct ‘Persons,’ yet They all coexist equally & eternally as the exact same God.  This ‘equal coexistence’ as the exact same God, yet distinctiveness of ‘Persons’ is explicitly taught in Scripture:

“…Jesus came up immediately from the water…& He saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove…a voice out of the heavens said, ‘This is My beloved Son, in Whom I AM well-pleased” (Matthew 3:16-17)

At Jesus’ baptism, all Three ‘Persons’ of the Trinity are in three different locations - simultaneously – Jesus coming up out of the water, the Holy Spirit descending as a dove, & the Father speaking from the heavens.  However, despite being Three distinct ‘Persons,’ Scripture also explicitly describes them as coexisting eternally & equally as the exact same God:

“…in the Name of the Father and of the Son and the Holy Spirit” (Matthew 28:19)

‘Name’ (Greek: ‘onoma’ – ‘authority; command’)(Acts 4:12; Romans 10:13).  The use of the singular (“Name”), instead of the plural (“Names”) explicitly explains that the Father AND the Son AND the Holy Spirit coequally & simultaneously have the exact same godly ‘Authority’ (v.18).  Otherwise, Matthew would have either used the plural (“Names”), or inserted the singular (“Name”) BEFORE ‘of the Son’ and BEFORE ‘of the Holy Spirit,’ if Jesus & the Holy Spirit were merely separate ‘gods’ or ‘active forces,’ rather than just distinct ‘Persons’ of the same eternal Godhead.

‘and’ (Greek: ‘kai’ – ‘also, even, indeed;  copulative – to connect single words or terms together to express a single event or entity.’)  Likewise, this ‘specific’ use of the Greek word (‘kai’) for the word ‘and’ explicitly explains that ‘the Father’ AND ‘the Son’ AND ‘the Holy Spirit’ have the exact same ‘Authority’ (‘Name’).  Just as being ‘born of water ‘and’ (‘kai’) the Spirit’ (John 3:5) aren’t two separate ‘rebirths,’ but the same ‘rebirth’ (John 3:3), likewise, ‘the Father’ AND ‘the Son’ AND ‘the Holy Spirit’ aren’t separate ‘gods,’ but the same God (cf. 2 Corinthians 13:14).  If Jesus & the Holy Spirit weren’t the same God as the Father, Matthew & Paul would have used the specific Greek word for ‘and’ (‘de’), rather than (‘kai’).  [NOTE: Although many Christians also try to use part of 1 John 5:7-8 (‘The Comma Johanneum’) as Scriptural evidence for the Trinity, this passage is most likely not part of the original text, but rather a much later addition, taken from a homily in the 8th Century A.D., based on the historical fact that the earliest manuscripts did not contain this passage in 1 John 5:7-8 before the 10th Century A.D.]

http://www.gotquestions.org/Comma-Johanneum.html

The MacArthur Study Bible (NKJV), footnotes, p.1973
“The Case for the REAL Jesus,” Lee Strobel, p.94
All Three ‘Persons’ of the Godhead were involved in Creation: The Father (with Jesus)(John 1:1-2); Jesus (Colossians 1:16; Hebrews 1:2); & the Holy Spirit (with the Father)(Genesis 1:1-2).  The plural use of the Hebrew word for ‘God’ in Genesis 1:1 (‘'elohiym’) – as opposed to the singular uses [(‘'elowahh’)(Deuteronomy 32:15) & (‘'el’)(Genesis 14:8)] – demonstrates that although there is only ONE God (‘'elohiym’)(Deuteronomy 6:4), there is a ‘plurality’ of ‘Persons’ within this One God, which is why God refers to Himself as ‘Us’ & ‘Our’ (Genesis 1:26; 3:22; 11:7).  Angels even give this ‘Tri-une’ God a “Triple-Holy” praise in Scripture (Isaiah 6:1-3; Revelation 4:8).  Because the spirit world doesn’t have the same ‘boundaries’ that the physical world has, explains why when Jesus asks a demon his name, the demon answers, “My name [singular] is Legion, for we are many [plural]’ (Mark 5:9).

Do all Christians believe in the Trinity in this same way?
No.  Some groups who profess themselves to be Christians actually deny the explicit Scriptural description of the Trinity, and either believe in a ‘triad’ (or ‘tri-theism’) which is the belief that the Father, Son, & the Holy Spirit are either three separate ‘gods’ or ‘persons’ and/or an ‘active force.’  For example, the Jehovah’s Witnesses deny the Deity of Christ by adding the indefinite article ‘a’ in front of the second use of the word ‘God’ in John 1:1 (despite the lack of the article ‘a’ in the original Greek) in order to support their false doctrine.  However, by doing so, they are actually polytheists (belief in more than one ‘god’), which is unscriptural, rather than being monotheists (belief in only one God).  They also deny the Deity of the Holy Spirit by changing the Hebrew word ‘Spirit (‘ruwach’) of God’ in Genesis 1:2 to ‘God’s active force,’ despite translating the exact same word (‘ruwach’) as ‘spirit’ in Genesis 6:3 & ‘holy spirit’ in Psalm 51:11, instead of ‘active force,’ in order to support their false doctrine [see notes from: “‘WHO’ was Jesus referring to when He said, ‘Not everyone who says to Me, ‘Lord, Lord’ will enter the kingdom of heaven’?” (Part 2)].  Some other groups (such as Oneness Pentecostals) accept the Deity of the Father, Son, & Holy Spirit, but deny that they are three separate ‘Persons,’ but rather the exact same ‘Person.’  However, in order to believe that, they have to reject the explicit teaching in Scripture of all Three distinct ‘Persons’ of the Godhead being in Three different places – simultaneously – at Jesus’ baptism (Matthew 3:16-17).

Are the words ‘Holy Spirit,’ as well as the ‘Person’ of the Holy Spirit strictly a Christian concept?
No.  Out of the 92 times the term ‘Holy Spirit’ is used in Scripture, it’s used 3 times in the OLD Testament.  For example, King David uses the term ‘Holy Spirit’ (Psalm 51:11) distinct from God (the Father)(v.10).  Isaiah uses the term ‘Holy Spirit,’ once to describe Him ‘grieving’ (Isaiah 63:10) – which is a characteristic of a ‘Person,’ not an impersonal ‘active force’ - & another time as the ‘Holy Spirit’ was ‘in the days of old, of Moses’ & ‘in the midst of them’ (ie: when the Israelites ‘came up out of the [Red] Sea’)(Isaiah 63:11; cf. Exodus 14:29-30).  So, when Moses used the term ‘Spirit’ (Numbers 11:17,25,29), according to Isaiah 63:10-11, Moses was referring to the Third ‘Person’ of the Trinity - the ‘Holy Spirit.’  So, although Jews, Jehovah’s Witnesses, & Mormons use these exact same Old Testament texts that support the Deity & ‘Person’ of the Holy Spirit, they actually reject those explicit Biblical doctrines & deny His Deity.

What are the characteristics, attributes, & jobs of the Holy Spirit?
Jesus was ‘conceived by’ the Holy Spirit (Matthew 1:18,20; Luke 1:31,35); people are baptized in the ‘Name’ of the Holy Spirit (Matthew 3:11; 28:19); the Holy Spirit can be ‘blasphemed’ (Matthew 12:31-32); ‘speaks’ (Mark 13:11; Acts 13:2; 21:11 28:25; 1 Corinthians 12:3; Hebrews 3:7); ‘reveals’ (Luke 2:26); ‘foretells’ (Acts 1:16); ‘descends’ (Matthew 3:16; Luke 3:22; John 1:33); ‘leads’ (Luke 4:1; Romans 8:14); ‘teaches’ (Luke 12:12); is ‘the Helper’ (John 14:26; cf. Psalm 30:10); ‘convicts’ (John 16:8; cf. Hebrews 11:1); can be ‘lied to’ (Acts 5:3); can be ‘resisted’ (Acts 7:51); a ‘witness’ (Acts 5:32); ‘testifies’ (Acts 20:23; Romans 9:1; Hebrews 10:5); ‘provides comfort’ (Acts 9:31); ‘sends’ people (Acts 13:4); ‘forbids’ (Acts 16:6); ‘makes overseers’ (Acts 20:28); has ‘power’ (Romans 15:13; 1 Thessalonians 1:5); ‘sanctifies’ (Romans 15:16); our body is “His Temple” (1 Corinthians 6:19); ‘fellowships’ (2 Corinthians 13:14); ‘seals’ believers (Ephesians 1:13); ‘grieves’ (Ephesians 4:30; cf. Isaiah 63:10); ‘gives joy’ (1 Thessalonians 1:6); ‘dwells in us’ (Romans 8:9; 2 Timothy 1:14); ‘regenerates’ us (Titus 3:5); ‘gives gifts’ (Hebrews 2:4); ‘signifies’ (gives understanding)(Hebrews 9:8); ‘moves men’ (2 Peter 1:21); believers are ‘praying in’ (Jude v.20); ‘intercedes for us with groanings’ (Romans 8:26); ‘knows the thoughts of God (the Father)(1 Corinthians 2:11); ‘casts out demons’ (Matthew 12:28); can be ‘quenched’ (1 Thessalonians 5:19).

These are all attributes of a ‘Person’ as well as God, not an ‘active force.’

Is the Holy Spirit a “He” or an “It”?
Like God the Father & Jesus Christ, the Holy Spirit is most definitely a “He,” just as all holy angels, demons, & Satan are “He’s” (Genesis 6:2,4; Job 1:6; 2:1; 38:7; Isaiah 14:12; Luke 1:26-28; John 8:44; Revelation 12:7).  Paul describes the Holy Spirit by using the term, ‘Himself,’ Who ‘intercedes’ for us, with ‘groanings’ (‘divine articulations of the Trinity not expressed in words’), with a ‘mind’ (Romans 8:26-27) – again, all attributes of a ‘Person.’  In fact, Paul uses the term ‘Spirit’ to refer to the Holy Spirit numerous times in this chapter (Romans 8:2,4-5,9,11,13-16, 26-27).

Paul also describes ‘what’ the ‘man of lawlessness’ (2 Thessalonians 2:3) is being ‘restrained by,’ as a ‘He’ (v.7) – which is the Holy Spirit.  Jesus told His disciples that when He ‘goes to the Father,’ the Father will give them ‘another Helper,’ referring to the Holy Spirit, Who is described as ‘He,’ ‘Him,’ & ‘the Spirit of Truth,’ Who ‘testifies’ (John 14:16-17; 15:26; 16:7-15).

Out of all the jobs of the Holy Spirit, the most important of His jobs, pertaining to Christians, is ‘regenerating’ our souls (Titus 3:5), ‘sanctifying’ us (ie: ‘separating’ us from the rest of mankind for God’s eternal glory)(Romans 15:16), & ‘convicting’ us of the assurance of our salvation (John 16:8; cf. Hebrews 11:1).  Without the Holy Spirit changing our hearts, we would never be able to accept Jesus Christ as our Lord & Savior on our own will.

Next Bible study topic: “The Parable of the Talents” (Matthew 25:14-30)

Next Bible study:  Sometime in May
Prayer/Praise

Concluding prayer

