Week Sixty-Four – “How to study the Bible”
Welcome/Prayer

Review of Week 63:  ‘The Parable of the Talents’ (Matthew 25:14-30) & ‘The Parable of the Sheep & the Goats’ (Matthew 25:31-46)

Jesus uses the word ‘talent’ to refer to money (Matthew 25:18) as an analogy for faithfulness (v.21,23), which refers to obeying Christ with the responsibilities He gives us.  The ‘slave’ who was ‘afraid’ of his Master & ‘hid’ the talent (v.18,25) had a false belief in ‘Who’ his Master was by making false accusations about Him (v.25), such as Him being ‘hard’ (v.24), which then his ‘Master’ referred to him as ‘wicked’ & ‘lazy’ (v.26), because his Master stated that even ‘if’ this was true that would be ever the more reason to ‘invest’ His ‘money’ (v.27).  Therefore, he was ‘thrown out’ of his Master’s presence destined to ‘outer darkness; in that place there will be weeping & gnashing of teeth’ (ie: Hell)(v.30).  But first, he was sent to Hades (Revelation 20:14), until after the ‘thousand years’ reign of Christ, when he will stand before God at the ‘Great White Throne’ Judgment (v.7,11) & then will be cast into the ‘lake of fire’ (ie: Hell)(v.14).  The ‘sheep’ Jesus refers to (v.32-33) are the ‘lost sheep’ of Israel (Matthew 10:6), but also the ‘sheep not of this fold’ (John 10:16) – ie: the Gentiles (Romans 1:16).  The ‘goats’ are unbelievers who did nothing because they were faithless (Matthew 25:42-45; cf. 24-25; Ezekiel 34:17,22).  ‘These brothers of mine’ (v.40) refers to Jesus’ other disciples who He commends ‘those on my right’ (v.34), which is a place of honor (Acts 7:55).

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

“How to study the Bible”
The apostle Paul states that when we study Scripture we must ‘accurately handle’ or ‘rightly divide’ (Greek: ‘orthotomeō’ – ‘to cut or make straight or smooth; to handle aright, to teach the truth directly & correctly’) ‘the word of truth’ (2 Timothy 2:15). 

How are we to do this?
By using & allowing Scripture to explain Scripture (2 Timothy 3:15-17), just as the apostle Paul tells Timothy to ‘continue in the things you have learned’ (v.14) which were the ‘sacred writings’ (v.15).

What was it that Timothy ‘learned?’
Timothy learned the Old Testament Scriptures, which Paul told him that he learned them from ‘your grandmother Lois & your mother Eunice’ (2 Timothy 1:5).  However, ‘Scripture’ ALSO includes the New Testament Scriptures, such as Isaiah 61:1-2, which Jesus Himself quotes & calls ‘Scripture’ (Luke 4:16-21).  Jesus refers to the Old Testament as ‘the Law & the prophets’ (Matthew 5:17; 7:12), which Luke refers to them as ‘Moses & with all the prophets, He explained to them the things concerning Himself in all the Scriptures’ (Luke 24:27), which Jesus further ‘divides’ them into the ‘three-fold division’ of ‘the Law of Moses & the Prophets & the Psalms’ (v.44)(ie: the TaNaKh), which, again, Luke calls them ‘Scriptures’ (v.45).

Therefore, anything called ‘Scripture’ is Inspired (God-breathed), such as Peter calling ALL of Paul’s epistles as ‘the Scriptures’ (2 Peter 3:15-16), which Paul quotes Luke 10:17 & calls it ‘Scripture’ (1 Timothy 5:18).  Therefore, the New Testament, as well as the Old, are ALL ‘Inspired’ (God-breathed) Scriptures (2 Timothy 3:16), including Revelation, which is ‘self-Authoritative’ (Revelation 1:1,19) because they are ALL ‘God-breathed Scripture.’

What about ‘interpretation?’
‘interpretation’ (Greek: ‘epilysis’ – ‘unloosing’ / ‘epilyō’ – ‘untie; to clear; to explain; to expound.’)(2 Peter 1:19-21).  Peter is stating that men are not to personally ‘interpret’ any ‘prophecy of Scripture’ themselves (v.20), but rather men who are ‘moved by the Holy Spirit spoke from God’ (v.21), because ALL ‘interpretations belong to God’ (Genesis 40:8), not men.  Therefore, whatever we’re taught, we need to compare what’s taught TO the God-breathed ‘Scriptures’ (Acts 17:10-11), which is written.  

How are we to interpret the Scriptures ‘accurately’ or ‘rightly?’
We are to employ the ‘science of interpretation,’ which Christians refer to as Biblical ‘hermeneutics’:

‘hermeneutics’ (Greek: ‘hermēneuō’ – ‘to explain in words, expound; to interpret, to TRANSLATE what has been spoken or written in a foreign tongue into the vernacular.’)  

Therefore, a proper ‘interpretation’ of Scripture must be based on an ‘accurately handled’ TRANSLATION of Scripture from the original languages that they were written in (Hebrew, Aramaic, & Greek) – not a preconceived, personal or religious ‘belief’ that is ‘imputed’ into Scripture.  For example, Cephas is ‘translated’ (‘hermēneuō’) Peter (John 1:42); the pool of Siloam is ‘translated’ (‘hermēneuō’) Sent (John 9:7); & Melchizedek the King of Salem is ‘translated’ (‘hermēneuō’) ‘king of righteousness’ which is ‘king of peace’ (Hebrews 7:1-2).

So, proper Biblical hermeneutics involves a proper translation of a particular passage, which involves proper ‘exegesis’ (ie: ‘exposition’ or ‘explanation’ of that passage), which entails interpreting Scripture based on what it explicitly says – not subjectively ‘reading into’ what it does not explicitly say (‘eisegesis’).  Therefore, the four ‘rules’ of Biblical hermeneutics involve:

1. A literal understanding of Scripture unless it otherwise specifies.

2. Allow Scripture to explain Scripture, in context, by examining the surrounding passages & comparing it to the Bible’s message as a whole.

3. An understanding of the Scriptures based on the original languages, rather than from a translation of them.

4. Learn the cultural & historical background of the events in Scripture for clarification.

For example, Jesus is called the ‘only begotten’ (Greek: ‘monogenēs’ – ‘unique; single of its kind’) ‘Son [of God]’ (John 3:16).  Therefore, Jesus had no ‘spirit brothers’ (like Lucifer), because Jesus was the ONLY ‘single of his kind.’  Likewise, Jesus being called the ‘Son [of God]’ means that Jesus was ‘God the Son’ – coequally & coeternally the same ‘God’ as the Father (the first ‘Person’ of the Trinity), yet Jesus was the second ‘Person’ of the Trinity (Matthew 28:19; 2 Corinthians 13:14).  Jesus’ Deity is affirmed in John 8:58 when He refers to Himself as “I AM” (Greek: ‘egō eimi’ – ‘to be; self-exist’), which God refers to Himself (Hebrew: ‘hayah’)(Exodus 3:14), which is translated into the Greek (‘egō eimi’) which God states ‘This is My name forever’ (v.15).

What about ‘tradition?’
Out of the 14 times the word ‘tradition’ is used in Scripture, 11 times it’s used negatively, such as when Jesus quotes Isaiah 29:13 (Matthew 15:7-9) & condemns the Pharisees’ ‘tradition’ (v.1-6), which was not based on the written ‘tradition’ of the Old Testament, but rather ‘exceeded’ it.

Out of the 3 times the word ‘tradition’ is used in Scripture positively, it refers to ‘tradition’ that had been previously written:

1. 1 Corinthians 11:2 – the ‘tradition’ that Paul ‘delivered to them,’ he ‘received from the Lord’ (v.23) which he had just written to them, such as the ‘traditions’ to ‘flee idolatry’ (10:14); that the ‘spiritual rock was Christ’ (10:4); that ‘we’ (ie: believers) are ‘the one body’ of Christ (10:17); & not to ‘sacrifice to demons’ like ‘which the Gentiles sacrifice’ (10:20-21).

2. 2 Thessalonians 2:15 – the ‘traditions’ which Paul says that were to be received ‘by word of mouth or by letter from us’ aren’t different traditions (ie: one tradition by mouth & a separate tradition by letter), but rather the same traditions that would ‘either’ be ‘taught, whether by word of mouth or by letter from us.’  These ‘traditions’ were what Paul had just written, because he begins this verse with ‘So then’ or ‘Therefore,’ indicating that the ‘traditions’ he was talking about were what he had just communicated to them in writing, which were about the Second Coming of Jesus (v.1-14).

3. 2 Thessalonians 3:6 – the ‘tradition’ which Paul states ‘you received from us’ is the ‘tradition’ to ‘keep away from every brother who leads an unruly life,’ which is in the same written verse, which Paul goes onto describe this ‘tradition’ as to pay for bread ‘with labor & hardship’ (v.8); ‘if anyone is not willing to work, then he is not to eat’ (v.10); & for those who don’t follow these ‘traditions’ to ‘admonish him as a brother’ (v.15).  Plus, Paul states that this ‘tradition’ is to ‘obey our instruction in this letter’ (v.14), which is written.

Therefore, when Scripture speaks about following ‘tradition’ it refers to ‘tradition’ that has previously been written – not ‘tradition’ that either ‘exceeds’ what is written, nor contradicts it, because that ‘tradition’ is not ‘God-breathed,’ so it does not come from God, but from men.

What is ‘sola scriptura’ & is it Biblically-supported?
‘Sola scriptura’ (or ‘Scripture only’) is the Biblically-supported doctrine that all traditions, doctrines, dogmas, rituals, or interpretations cannot ‘exceed,’ ‘add or take away from,’ nor contradict Scripture, which is supported from the beginning of the Bible all the way through to the last page of it (Deuteronomy 4:2; 12:32; Proverbs 30:6; Ecclesiastes 3:14; Isaiah 30:1; Jeremiah 26:2; Acts 17:10-11; 1 Corinthians 4:6; Revelation 22:18-19).  For example, even though the word ‘Trinity’ isn’t found in Scripture, the concept of it is (Matthew 28:19; 2 Corinthians 13:14).  Therefore, referring to God as a Trinity does not violate ‘sola scriptura,’ because the concept of it is explicitly supported by ‘Scripture alone’ & does not require ‘added tradition’ to support it.  Jesus Himself supported ‘sola scriptura’ since He rebuked the ‘traditions’ of the Pharisees that ‘exceeded’ the ‘commandments of God’ in the Old Testament (Matthew 15:1-9), & when He corrected their ‘extra-scriptural traditions,’ as well as explained the things of God to His disciples, by stating ‘As it is written…’ (Matthew 26:24; Mark 7:6; 9:13; 14:21; etc) & ‘Have you not read?’ (Matthew 12:3,5; 19:4; 22:41; Mark 12:10,26; Luke 63; etc).

What about Philip having to ‘guide’ the Ethiopian eunuch regarding Isaiah’s prophecy about Jesus (Acts 8:26-35)?  Does this mean that a church can interpret Scripture for someone based on ‘their’ traditions?
All the Ethiopian eunuch knew about were the Old Testament Scriptures, since he was traveling back from Jerusalem where he had been worshiping, as he was reading Isaiah (Acts 8:26-28).  He didn’t know anything about Jesus being the promised Messiah Who had been ‘led as a sheep to slaughter’ (v.32) for the atonement of our sins.  So, what Philip ‘guided’ him with was that that Scripture was fulfilled in the Person of Jesus, when He died on the cross, which Jesus said that He came to ‘fulfill the Law & the prophets’ (Matthew 5:17).  Philip didn’t ‘add’ anything to Scripture, but rather explained it using proper Biblical hermeneutics that neither ‘added to nor took away’ nor contradicted the written words of Scripture, but rather explained that Jesus ‘fulfilled’ it.  Philip’s ‘guidance’ is not the same as the ‘extra-scriptural’ traditions that some churches have, that are not supported by Scripture.

So, although it’s commanded for a person to gather together with the Church in fellowship & be taught the Word of God (Hebrews 10:25), we still need to compare what is being taught TO Scripture (Acts 17:10-11).  Also, when the apostle Paul talks about the ‘non-essentials’ of salvation & Christian doctrine, such as pertaining to opinion of one’s diet (Romans 14:1-2), regarding one day above another (v.5), or observing a particular day for the Lord (v.6), Paul states ‘each person must be fully convinced in his own mind’ (v.5), provided that those ‘non-essential’ things don’t ‘exceed’ nor ‘contradict’ Scripture.

Next Bible study topic: “The Eighth Commandment:  You will not steal” (Exodus 20:15)

Next Bible study:  Sometime in September
Prayer/Praise

Concluding prayer

