Week Sixty-Six– “The Eighth Commandment – ‘You shall not steal’” (Exodus 20:15)(Part 14)
Welcome/Prayer

Review of Week 64 & 65:  “How to study the Bible”

The apostle Paul tells us that we should ‘accurately handle’ or ‘rightly divide’ the ‘word of truth’ (2 Timothy 2:15), which are the ‘sacred writings…that leads to salvation’ (2 Timothy 3:14-15).  This includes ‘ALL‘ of the Old Testament ‘Inspired (God-breathed) Scriptures’ (v.15-16), that Timothy learned from his mother & grandmother (2 Timothy 1:5), such as the ‘Scriptures’ of Isaiah 61:1-2 (Luke 4:16-12), which are part of the ‘Scriptures’ of ‘the Law of Moses…the prophets…and the Psalms’ (Luke 24:27, 44-45), as well as the New Testament ‘Scriptures,’ such as the Gospel of Luke (1 Timothy 3:16, cf. Luke 10:17), all of Paul’s epistles (2 Peter 3:15-16), & the book of Revelation (Revelation 1:1,19), as well as the rest of the New Testament.  An accurate understanding of God’s Word is not based on man’s interpretation (2 Peter 1:20), but by men led by God the Holy Spirit (v.21, cf. Genesis 40:8), which is based on a proper translation (‘hermeneutics’)(John 1:42; 9:7; Hebrews 7:1-2) of Scripture.  Only a ‘tradition’ that has been previously written in God-breathed Scripture (1 Corinthians 11:2, cf. v.23, 10:4,14,17,10-21; 2 Thessalonians 2:15, cf. v.1-14; 2 Thessalonians 3:6, cf. v.8,10,14,15) is ‘Inspired.’  Extra-biblical ‘traditions’ that either ‘add to, take away from, or contradict’ previously written Scripture (Deuteronomy 4:2; 12:32; Proverbs 30:6; Ecclesiastes 3:14; Isaiah 30:1; Jeremiah 26:2; Acts 17:10-11; 1 Corinthians 4:6; Revelation 22:18-19) are the ‘teaching of doctrines the precepts of men’ (Matthew 15:9), not of God.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

“The Eighth Commandment – ‘You shall not steal’” (Exodus 20:15)(Part 14)
‘steal’ (Hebrew: ‘ganab’ – ‘to carry away; take away secretly & deceptively’ / Greek: ‘kleptō’ – ‘to commit a theft; to take away by stealth’)(2 Samuel 19:3).  (‘Kleptomania’)

‘stealth’ (Greek: ‘dolos’ – ‘craft, deceit, guile’).  Slyness, sneaky, cautious.  Secret action or movement, especially because it would not be approved (‘stealth’ bomber).  For example, the chief priests & the scribes plotted together to illegally ‘seize Jesus by stealth & kill Him’ (Matthew 26:3-4; Mark 14:1).  

steal – ‘any dishonest acquiring of another’s good or assets greatly disturbs the right to ownership of private property, which is an important principle for societal stability’ (MacArthur Study Bible, NKJV, footnote, p.125)
In the Old Testament, the consequence for theft was paying double (Exodus 22:4,7,9), & kidnapping was equated with theft which led to capital punishment (Exodus 21:16; Deuteronomy 24:7).  Both the Old & New Testaments equate ‘withholding’ what rightfully belongs to God (our time, talents, possessions, & finances such as our tithes) with stealing (Malachi 3:8-10), including the ‘habit’ of not ‘assembling together’ in ‘encouraging’ public worship (Hebrews 10:25).

Jesus describes a ‘thief’ as someone who ‘comes only to steal and kill and destroy’ (John 10:10a), referring to false teachers, contrasting with Himself Who ‘came that they [His believing obedient ‘sheep’ (v.11)] may have life & have it abundantly’ (v. 10b).  Jesus also equates these ‘thieves’ with ‘evil’ & ‘the devil’ (Matthew 13:4,19,38-39), & lists ‘not stealing’ with ‘not murdering,’ ‘not committing adultery,’ ‘not bearing false witness,’ & ‘honoring your father & mother’ (Matthew 19:18-19; Mark 10:19; Luke 18:20; cf. Romans 13:9).

James states that if you stumble on even one point of the Law, you’re guilty of all of it, even if you’ve kept the rest of the Law (James 2:10).

In the New Testament, Ananias & Sapphira ‘kept back’ money that was intended for God to advance His Kingdom on earth, which resulted in both of their deaths (Acts 5:1-11).

‘kept back’ (Greek: ‘nosphizō’ – ‘purloin (steal), embezzle, withdraw covertly to one’s own use’)

Paul states that stealing has no part in a Christian’s life (Ephesians 4:28), & he lists ‘thieves’ among other sinners, as those who ‘will not inherit the kingdom of God” (1 Corinthians 6:9-11).  Judas Iscariot is described as a ‘thief’ (John 12:6) & ‘turned aside to go to his own place’ (Acts 1:25), ie: eternal condemnation to ‘perish’ in Hell (John 17:12).

Why did the thief on the cross end up in Paradise (‘Heaven’), but Judas Iscariot didn’t, even though they were both thieves?
Although both thieves (‘robbers’) were originally mocking Jesus (Matthew 27:44), only one of the thieves called out to Jesus for forgiveness (Luke 23:39-43).  Judas didn’t.  This is also why Judas was condemned to Hell while Peter went to Heaven, even though they both betrayed Jesus – Peter repented, while Judas didn’t (Matthew 26:14-16, 69-75).

What’s the difference between ‘stealing’ & ‘coveting?’
Coveting (Hebrew: ‘chamad’ – ‘desire; strong longing’) is the ‘desire’ to have what belongs to someone else.  It’s an internal thought rather than an external action.  However, coveting can ‘lead’ to stealing.

QUESTION:  “How does ‘You shall not covet’ differ specifically from the previous nine Commandments?”
Next Bible study topic: “The Ninth Commandment:  You shall not bear false witness” (Exodus 20:16)(Part 15)

Next Bible study:  Saturday, February 7th or 28th at 6:30pm
Prayer/Praise

Concluding prayer

