Week Sixty-Seven– “The Ninth Commandment – ‘You shall not bear false witness against your neighbor’” (Deuteronomy 5:20)(Part 15)
Welcome/Prayer

Review of Week 66:  “The Eighth Commandment – ‘You shall not steal’” (Exodus 20:15)(Part 14)

Stealing is to take away secretly & deceptively with craft & deceit, or to commit a theft.  In the Old Testament, the consequence for theft was paying double (Exodus 22:4,7,9) & for kidnapping was capital punishment (Exodus 21:16; Deuteronomy 24:7).  Both the Old & New Testaments equated ‘withholding’ what rightfully belongs to God with stealing (Malachi 3:8-10; Hebrews 10:25).  In the New Testament, Ananias & Sapphira died because they ‘kept back’ money that was intended for God (Acts 5:1-11).  The apostle Paul lists ‘thieves,’ among other sinners, who ‘will not inherit the kingdom of God’ (1 Corinthians 6:9-11).   The thief on the cross went to Heaven (Luke 23:39-43), as did Peter despite denying Christ (Matthew 26:69-75), because they both repented, while Judas was condemned to Hell because he didn’t (Matthew 26:14-16; 27:3-5; John 17:12; Acts 1:25).

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

“The Ninth Commandment – ‘You shall not bear false witness against your neighbor’” (Deuteronomy 5:20)(Part 15)
‘false’ (Hebrew: ‘sheqer’ – ‘lie, deception, betray, fraudulent’)

‘witness’ (Hebrew: ‘ed – ‘testimony, evidence’)

‘to bear false witness’ (verb)(Greek: ‘pseudomartyreō’ – ‘to utter falsehoods in giving testimony, to testify falsely’)

‘false witness’ (noun)(Greek: ‘pseudomartys’ – ‘a false witness’)

A false witness is someone who falsely testifies against Christ (Matthew 26:60).  The apostle Paul states that if Christ didn’t actually rise from the dead, that he’d be a false witness (1 Corinthians 15:15).

Why is lying, or falsely testifying, so serious?
Because lying is a sin, and all sins – including lying – are an offense against God (Psalm 51:4), and because God can’t lie (Numbers 23:19; Titus 1:2; Hebrews 6:18), because God is Holy.  In the Old Testament, lying was such a serious offense against God, the penalty for lying was death (Deuteronomy 18:15-22).  If someone falsely accused someone of something, and they were found out, the false witness would receive the penalty intended for the innocently accused (Deuteronomy 19:15-21), which Moses equates lying with ‘evil’ (v.19).  The vileness of lying, or being a false witness, is described by King Solomon as one who ‘utters lies’ & ‘spreads strife’ (Proverbs 6:19; 14:5), ‘deceit’ (Proverbs 12:17), ‘will not go unpunished,’ & ‘will perish’ (Proverbs 19:5,9; 21:28), & compares the negative consequences of lying with that of ‘a club & sword & sharp arrow’ (Proverbs 25:18).  He also lists a ‘lying tongue’ & a ‘false witness’ as 2 out of the 6 things that ‘God hates’ – 7 that are an ‘abomination’ (‘disgusting’)(Proverbs 6:16-19).

Jesus equates bearing false witness with ‘evil thoughts, murders, adulteries, fornications, thefts, slanders’ that come ‘out of the heart’ (Matthew 15:17-20).  James said if a person violates even one commandment, he is ‘guilty of all’ (James 2:10-11).  Jesus included not bearing false witness as a requirement to ‘obtain eternal life’ (Matthew 19:16-19), & said Satan is ‘the father of all lies’ (John 8:44).  Lying was condemned in the New Testament Church, which resulted in the deaths of Ananias & Sapphira, because they had ‘lied to the Holy Spirit’ (Acts 5:1-11).  Paul commands Christians not to lie to one another, because lying isn’t a part of a Christian’s lifestyle (Colossians 3:9-10).  Lying in the New Testament is so serious that an unrepentant liar, who willfully & continually bears false witness as a part of their sinful lifestyle, will end up in Hell (Revelation 21:8).

Is there such thing as a ‘white lie’?  Is the act of ‘omission’ (intentionally not doing what we should do) ‘lying,’ & therefore a sin?  Is it okay to lie for a specific reason?
There is no such thing as a ‘white lie.’  James states that ‘one who knows the right thing to do & does not do it, to him it is sin’ (James 4:17).  Although Abraham was truthful that Sarah was his half-sister (Genesis 12:13; 20:2,12), by omitting that she was also his wife (Genesis 12:12; 13:1; 20:3), the consequence of his omission was that God struck Pharaoh & his house with plagues (Genesis 12:17) & almost caused Abimelech to be a ‘dead man’ (Genesis 20:3), which demonstrated a lack of faith in God by Abraham.  Jesus gave examples in the ‘Parable of the Sheep & the Goats’ (Matthew 25:31-46) & the ‘Parable of the Good Samaritan’ (Luke 10:30-37) of the difference between a genuine follower of Christ who willfully desires to do God’s will who will ‘inherit the kingdom,’ versus a self-professed ‘follower’ who doesn’t who will end up in ‘eternal fire which has been prepared for the devil & his angels.’  As Jesus describes in the ‘Parable of the Fig Tree’ (Luke 13:1-9), it’s more important to protect people spiritually by sharing the Gospel with someone & encourage them to repent, than merely protect them physically.  Therefore, there is no ‘good reason’ to lie – including to save one’s (or another’s) physical life, like Abraham did, because there are consequences to sinning, including lying & the act of omission.  Although God ‘allows’ lying, such as when the pagan prostitute, Rahab, ‘lied’ to the king of Jericho when she hid the Israelite spies (Joshua 2:1-7), God never condones lying, because even though God can use evil for good, all sins – including lying – are an offense against God (Psalm 51:4).

QUESTION:  “How does ‘You shall not covet’ differ specifically from the previous nine Commandments?”
Next Bible study topic: “The Tenth Commandment:  You shall not covet” (Deuteronomy 5:21)(Part 16)

Next Bible study:  Saturday, February 28th at 6:30pm
Prayer/Praise

Concluding prayer

