Week Sixty-Nine– “The importance & purpose of communion, the Last Supper, & the meaning of John 6:48-58 
Welcome/Prayer

Review of Week 68:  “The Tenth Commandment – ‘You shall not covet’” (Deuteronomy 5:21)(Part 16)
Coveting involves desiring something, or someone, that belongs to someone else (Deuteronomy 7:25-26), including another person’s spouse whose ‘beloved is mine’ (Song of Solomon 2:16; 6:1-13).  Coveting is an internal thought, rather than an external action.  ‘You shall not covet’ is a single commandment (Romans 7:7; 13:9, cf. Matthew 19:18-9; Mark 10:17-19).  Lust was expressively forbidden by this 10th Commandment (Proverbs 6:25), because it can lead to sinful actions (James 1:13-16).  Although it was the only one of the 10 Commandments that did not result in capital punishment, it can harm relationships (Matthew 20:1-16).
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

“The importance & purpose of communion, the Last Supper, & the meaning of John 6:48-58”
The Last Supper (Matthew 26:20-30)
Although many of the words Jesus used during the Last Supper ‘can’ be meant, & used, literally in the New Testament, whenever Jesus is speaking in spiritual or heavenly terms, He uses these words with literal objects figuratively, as an example of a greater spiritual truth.  For example, in the Parable of the Four Soils, Jesus figuratively states ‘the seed is the word of God’ (Luke 8:11), just as He is speaking figuratively when He refers to the unleavened bread as ‘this is My body’ (Matthew 26:26).  Unlike the water that ‘became’ (Greek:  ‘ginomai’ – ‘to come into existence’) wine at the wedding in Cana (John 2:9), the Word (Jesus) ‘became’ flesh (John 1:1,14), & the stones that Satan tempted Jesus to turn into, or ‘become,’ bread (Matthew 4:3), Jesus never states that the bread at the Last Supper ‘became’ anything other than bread.
‘body’ [Greek: ‘soma’ – ‘corpse; used of a (large or small) number of men closely united into one society, or family (a social, ethical, or mystical ‘body.’)]  Although ‘body’ can, & is, used literally in the New Testament, it is frequently is used figuratively in intimate, spiritual, & heavenly matters (Romans 6:6; 7:4; 12:4-5; 1 Corinthians 6:15-16; 10:16-17; 11:24-29; 12:12-27; 15:40,44; Ephesians 2:15-16), such as the Church being referred to as the ‘body’ of Christ (Colossians 1:18,24), & even translated ‘slaves’ (Revelation 18:13).
‘cup’ (Greek: ‘potērion’ – ‘one’s lot or experience, whether joyous or adverse, favorable or unfavorable, of prosperity or adversity.’)  Although normally used as a literal drinking vessel, the New Testament uses ‘cup’ figuratively in spiritual matters (Matthew 23:25-27; Mark 10:38-39; Revelation 16:19; 17:4; 18:6), such as accepting the ‘cup’ of God the Father that Jesus desired not to ‘drink’ in the Garden of Gethsemane (Matthew 26:39).
‘given thanks’ (Greek: ‘eucharisteō’ – ‘to be grateful; feel thankful.’)  This verb form refers to the giving of ‘thanks,’ which is never used to describe the actual communion bread itself (Matthew 15:36; Mark 8:6; Luke 17:16; 18:11; John 11:41; 2 Thessalonians 2:13).  When Jesus fed the 5,000 & He ‘gave thanks’ (John 6:11), the loaves of bread & the fish didn’t ‘become’ (‘ginomai’) anything other than bread & fish.  Likewise, after Paul was arrested & was being taken to Caesar in Rome, & he ‘gave thanks’ for the bread he shared with his shipmates (Acts 27:35-36), the bread didn’t ‘become’ anything other than bread, nor was everyone he shared it with Christians, since the soldiers wanted to kill him (v.42).  Therefore, communion wasn’t taking place when Paul shared the bread with them when he ‘gave thanks’ (eucharisteō’)(v.35).  Although the feminine noun form (‘eucharistia’ – ‘thankfulness, the giving of thanks’) is used in the New Testament – which is sometimes translated ‘Eucharist’ in some churches – it’s never used in the New Testament to describe the actual communion bread itself (Acts 24:3; 1 Corinthians 14:16; 2 Corinthians 4:15; 9:11-12; Ephesians 5:4; Philippians 4:6; 4:2; 1 Thessalonians 3:9; 1 Timothy 2:1; Revelation 4:9; 7:12), but is simply translated ‘grateful’ or ‘gratitude’ (Colossians 2:7; 1 Timothy 4:3,4).  Likewise, the adjective form (‘eucharistos’ – ‘grateful, thankful, pleasing, agreeable’)(Colossians 3:15) is never used to refer to the actual communion bread itself.  Eusebius quotes Dionysius, the bishop of Alexandria, who wrote to the bishop of Rome, about ‘eucharistic (‘thanksgiving’) prayers’ that he heard the previous bishop of Alexandria (Heraclas) give, which did not involve communion (Eusebius: The Church History, translated by Paul L. Maier, p. 231).
‘blood’ (Greek: ‘haima’ – ‘of man or animals; bloodshed; refers to the seat of life.’)  Although used in the New Testament to refer to literal blood, when used regarding sacrificing Jesus, it refers figuratively to His ‘innocent’ blood shed ‘for us,’ as well as other figurative images that are not meant literally (Matthew 27:4,6,8,24-25; Acts 5:28; 18:6; 20:26; 1 Corinthians 10:16; Ephesians 1:7; Colossians 1:20; Revelation 6:10; 7:14; 16:6; 17:6), such as the moon turning to ‘blood’ (Acts 2:19-20; Revelation 6:12), hail & fire mixed with ‘blood’ (Revelation 8:7-8), & the robe of the Word of God (Jesus) dipped in ‘blood’ (Revelation 19:13).  In terms of salvation, Peter & the writer of Hebrews refer figuratively to the ‘sprinkling’ of Jesus’ ‘blood’ (Hebrews 12:24; 1 Peter 1:2), not the ‘drinking’ of it.  During the Last Supper, Jesus didn’t say the wine ‘becomes’ (‘ginomai’) anything other than wine.
‘covenant’ (Greek: ‘diathēkē’ – ‘testament or will; arrangement, a contract.’)  Just as the Old ‘Covenant’ (‘Testament’) was between God & Abraham and his descendants (Israel)(Genesis 17:7), which was established through the ‘sign’ of circumcision for all males eight days & older (v.11-12), likewise, the New ‘Covenant’ (‘Testament’) was between Jesus & His Church (believing Israel - Romans 11:26-27; Hebrews 8:10, & believing Gentiles ‘of the Spirit’ – 2 Corinthians 3:6; Hebrews 10:15-16).  This ‘better & new covenant’ (Hebrews 7:22; 8:13) established by our ‘Mediator’ Jesus Christ (Hebrews 8:6) was fulfilled in His ‘shedding of blood’ & ‘death’ ‘for us’ on the cross (Hebrews 9:15-26), rather than us ‘participating’ in anything to establish that covenant with God ourselves, since Christ ‘put away sin by the sacrifice of Himself’ (v.26).
‘drink’ (Greek: ‘pinō’ – ‘to receive into the soul what serves to refresh, strengthen, nourish it unto eternal life.’)  When the New Testament uses ‘drink’ in a spiritual or heavenly sense, it uses this normally literal term to refer the Church being figuratively & spiritually ‘nourished’ (Matthew 26:39-42; John 18:11).  For example, Jesus asks James & John if they are ‘able to drink the cup that I am about to drink’ (Matthew 20:20-23).  Jesus offers the Samaritan woman a ‘drink of living water’ that will ‘spring up to eternal life’ (John 4:10-14, cf. John 3:5,16).  Jesus later reveals that this spiritual ‘living water’ is ‘believing in Him,’ which will quench their spiritual ‘thirst’ (John 7:37-39, cf. John 6:35).
‘ate’ [Greek: ‘esthiō’ – ‘to eat, feed, dine; metaphor – to ‘devour; consume’ (Hebrews 10:27; James 5:3 (New Catholic Version)].  Used figuratively in the New Testament when normally used literally (Luke 14:15-16; 22:30; Revelation 2:7; 10:10; 17:16; 19:18).  The apostle Paul writes about the Israelites who crossed the Red Sea, who placed their faith in the God of Moses, who ‘ate’ & ‘drank’ the same ‘spiritual food & drink’ that was the ‘rock Jesus’ (1 Corinthians 10:1-4), which was an ‘example’ for ‘our instruction’ (v.11).  Paul warns that those who receive communion in an ‘unworthy manner’ will ‘eat & drink judgment to himself’ (1 Corinthians 11:27-29).
‘bread’ (Greek: ‘artos’ – ‘food of any kind, nourishment.’)  Used figuratively in the New Testament when normally used literally (Luke 14:15-16; 2 Corinthians 9:10).  Jesus instructed us to ask God for our ‘daily bread’ during the Lord’s Prayer (Matthew 6:11; Luke 11:3).  Paul compares the ‘bread’ shared during communion ‘in the body of Christ,’ with the ‘one bread’ that the Church (the ‘one body’) ‘partakes of the one bread’ (1 Corinthians 10:16-17), when we proclaim the Lord’s death in ‘remembrance’ of Him (1 Corinthians 11:25-26), which is the purpose of communion.
Doesn’t Jesus say to ‘eat His body’ & ‘drink’ His blood during communion in John 6:48-58?
During Jesus’ conversation with His disciples in John 6:22-63, He doesn’t say anything about communion.  In fact, v.23 states that the feeding of the 5,000 where they had ‘eaten the bread’ & ‘given thanks’ (‘eucharisteō’) occurred earlier & in a different location.  Nor does Jesus mention anything about the ‘bread of life’ (v.48), referring to Himself, ‘becoming’ (‘ginomai’) anything, such as communion bread ‘becoming’ Him.  Although Jesus says ‘I am the bread of life’ (John 6:35,41,48,51), He also uses 6 other ‘I AM’ statements in John’s Gospel with physical or abstract terms as figurative metaphors to express His saving relationship towards the world:

‘I am the Light of the world’ (John 8:12); ‘I am the Door of the sheep’ (John 10:7,9); ‘I am the Good Shepherd’ (John 10:11,14); ‘I am the Resurrection & the Life’ (John 11:25); ‘I am the Way, the Truth, & the Life’ (John 14:6); ‘I am the true Vine’ (John 15:1,5).
During the Last Supper, Jesus spoke figuratively about being the ‘Vine’ that the ‘fruit’ is ‘drank’ out of (Matthew 26:29).  So, although Jesus & His disciples literally ‘drank’ from the ‘cup,’ Jesus indicates that it was still wine (‘fruit’), not His ‘literal’ blood.

‘flesh’ (Greek: ‘sarx’ – ‘nature of man; carnal; life.’)  Translated throughout the New Testament to refer to one’s ‘life’, whether carnal or ‘of the Spirit,’ as well as used figuratively (Matthew 24:22; Mark 13:20; Acts 2:26; 1 Corinthians 7:28; Revelation 17:16).  Jesus uses ‘flesh’ to refer to the figurative & spiritual joining between a man & a woman in marriage (Matthew 19:5-6; Mark 10:8, cf. Ephesians 5:31).  When Jesus speaks to Nicodemus, He says ‘that which is born (‘made of’) of the flesh (‘of human desire’) is flesh (‘has human desire’), & that which is born of the Spirit (‘made of the Holy Spirit’) is spirit (‘desires the things of the Holy Spirit’)(John 3:6), which occurs during the ‘outpouring’ of the Holy Spirit (John 3:5; Titus 3:5-6, cf. Isaiah 44:3-5; Jeremiah 2:13).  However, the word ‘flesh’ is never used by Jesus during the Last Supper in any of the Gospel accounts (Matthew 26:20-30; Mark 14:17:26; Luke 22: 14:23; John 13:21-30), nor by the apostle Paul (1 Corinthians 11:23-29) to refer to the communion bread ‘becoming’ (‘ginomai’) ‘Jesus’ literal & physical ‘flesh.’ 
‘food’ (Greek: ‘brōsis’ – ‘the act of eating; the soul’s food, either that refreshes the soul, or nourishes it & supports it.’)  Used figuratively in the New Testament to ‘eat’ (2 Corinthians 9:10) or to ‘rust’ (Matthew 6:19-20).  Jesus tells His disciples that He has ‘food to eat you know nothing about’ (John 4:32-34).  Likewise, the word ‘food’ is never used by Jesus during the Last Supper in any of the Gospel accounts, nor by the apostle Paul (1 Corinthians 11:23-29) to refer to the communion bread itself ‘becoming’ (‘ginomai’) ‘Jesus’ literal & physical ‘flesh.’
Therefore, the ‘words’ Jesus is speaking are figurative & spiritual (John 6:35; 63; 68-69), & during the Last Supper, as well as when we celebrate communion as a ‘remembrance’ of what Jesus did ‘for us’ (Luke 22:19; 1 Corinthians 11:24).  So, although Jesus was ‘transfigured’ (Greek: ‘metamorphoō’ – ‘to change into another form, transform’) on the Mount of Olives (Matthew 17:2), the unleavened, communion bread wasn’t ‘transubstantiated’ into Jesus’ literal ‘body’ & ‘flesh’ during the Last Supper.
Why is taking Jesus’ words ‘spiritually’ & ‘figuratively’ rather than ‘literally’ important?
If Jesus was speaking literally, then He would be commanding His disciples to violate Levitical Law that God commanded the Israelites not to eat the ‘blood’ of any ‘flesh’ (Leviticus 17:10-14), & Jesus’ disciples would have to begin ‘gnawing’ (‘trōgō’) on Jesus’ actual flesh & drinking His actual blood (John 6:54,56-58), since communion wasn’t taking place in John 6:48-58.  Also, it’s a salvation issue (John 6:53), which would create at least TWO salvation plans – salvation in calling on Christ’s Name alone for our salvation (Acts 4:12; Romans 10:13) through His shed blood ‘for us’ (Hebrews 9:22) AND believing in ‘literally’ eating & drinking Jesus’ ‘literal’ body & blood during communion, rather than the ONE salvation plan Jesus did ‘for us.’  Plus, ‘transubstantiation’ denies Jesus’ ‘Omnipresence’ as God (since Jesus wouldn’t be ‘present’ in the communion bread before the ‘transubstantiation’), which is a form of ‘pandeism’ (God/Jesus ‘becoming’ something in the universe).  It also denies Jesus’ willful & voluntarily ‘emptying’ of Himself (Philippians 2:7) of accepting the physical limitations of being human, such as not being in multiple places at the same time, like being at the Last Supper/communion AND ‘becoming’ (‘ginomai’) the actual ‘bread’ & ‘wine’ (‘body’ & ‘blood’) that He was eating & drinking (Matthew 26:29).  Plus, if ‘eating & drinking’ Jesus’ ‘body’ & ‘blood’ during communion was meant to be taken literally, since it’s a salvation issue then ‘why’ did Jesus participate in it?
Therefore, just as Israel celebrated their quick departure from Egypt during the Passover meal, by eating the unleavened bread with the Passover lamb, which symbolized & looked forward to Jesus – ‘the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world!’ (John 1:29,36), likewise, when we celebrate communion, we look back to the cross to what Jesus did ‘for us’ by ‘breaking’ His body & ‘shedding’ His blood, which is symbolized in the bread & wine during communion when we ‘give thanks.’  So, just as nothing ‘transformed’ in the ‘substance’ of the unleavened bread or blood shed of the Passover lamb during the Exodus, likewise, nothing ‘transforms/transubstantiates’ of the bread & wine during communion.  Both celebrations are simple meals of ‘remembrance’ (Luke 22:19; 1 Corinthians 11:24-25) for what God did ‘for us.’  Jesus gave the Church two ‘ordinances’ (Greek:  ‘dogma’ – ‘decrees, doctrines’) – communion & baptism, which ‘symbolized’ His death & resurrection, which when we participate in them ‘symbolize’ our identification with His death & resurrection (Romans 6:3-8) – but neither ‘saves’ us.
Next Bible study topic:  “What is the ‘rock’ that Jesus built His Church on?” (Matthew 16:18)

Next Bible study:  Sometime in May
