Week Seventy-One – “The Jewish Fall Feasts:  Rosh HaShanah (“The Feast of Trumpets”)(Part 1) (Leviticus 23:23-25; Numbers 29:1-6)
Welcome/Prayer

Review of Week 70:  “What is the ‘rock’ that Jesus built His Church on?” (Matthew 16:18)

The apostles & the prophets are ‘foundation stones’ (Ephesians 2:20; Revelation 21:14,19), but none of them are the ‘rock’ (‘petra’) that Jesus built His Church on (Matthew 16:18), including Peter.  Even though Peter’s name (‘Petros’ or ‘Cephas’) means ‘a detached but large fragment, or stone,’ the ‘rock’ Jesus built His Church on is like an immovable, massive, boulder-like projecting rock, crag, or cliff.  Although Jesus is referred to as a ‘petra’ in the New Testament (1 Corinthians 10:4), He is also referred to as a‘foundation stone’ (‘themelios lithos’) of the Church (1 Corinthians 3:11-12), which is also built on the apostles & prophets (Ephesians 2:20, cf. 3:5; 4:11; Revelation 21:14,19).  Since the birth of the Church was established at Pentecost, after Jesus ascended to Heaven & the Holy Spirit came (Acts 2:1-4,17-18), Jesus was the ‘Builder’ of the house on the rock (Matthew 7:24), not the rock Himself.  Rather, the ‘rock’ that Jesus built His Church on were the words that had come out of Peter’s mouth that God ‘revealed’ to Peter ‘Who’ Jesus was – ‘the Christ, the Son of the living God’ (Matthew 16:16-17). ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

“The Jewish Fall Feasts:  Rosh HaShanah (“The Feast of Trumpets”)(Part 1) (Leviticus 23:23-25; Numbers 29:1-6)
Just as Jesus fulfilled the Jewish spring feasts during His First Coming (ie:  Passover, Unleavened Bread, First Fruits, & Weeks), likewise, Jesus will fulfill the Jewish fall feasts during His Second Coming (ie:  Feast of Trumpets, Day of Atonement, & Feast of Tabernacles [Booths/Ingathering]).

‘Feast of Trumpets’ (Hebrew: ‘ro'sh [ha] shaneh’ – ‘head of [the] year’)(Ezekiel 40:1).  This is the first Jewish fall feast, which begins on the first day of the seventh month after Passover (‘Tishri 1,2,’ or September/October)(Leviticus 23:24; Numbers 29:1).  It begins 163 days after the first day of Passover (‘Nisan 14’ – the beginning of the Jewish ecclesiastical year, or March/April).  Rosh HaShanah is the first day of the Jewish civil year, & means ‘to repeat, to do again.’  It is also called ‘'Eythaniym’ (‘enduring’)(1 Kings 8:2), the Jewish civil New Year which occurs over a two-day event.

‘Yom Teruah’ (Hebrew: ‘yowm tĕruw`ah’ – ‘day of blowing the horn; day of shouting, raising a voice’).  This was the end of the agricultural & festival year when Israel was called to gather in ‘convocation’ & no ‘customary’ or ‘laborious’ work was done on this day (Leviticus 23:24-25; Numbers 29:1).  The feast involved a burnt offering of several animals, including 7 lambs in their first year, without blemish, to make atonement for Israel (Numbers 29:2-4).  This foreshadowed Jesus, Who was the sinless “Lamb of God Who takes away the sin of the world!” (John 1:29,36, cf. 2 Corinthians 5:21; Hebrews 4:15), Who atoned for the sins of the Church & is depicted as holding 7 stars in His right hand (Revelation 1:16).  Rosh HaShanah begins with the sighting of the new moon at sundown (Numbers 29:6).

‘new moon’ (Hebrew: ‘chodesh’ – ‘month, lunar month, first day of the month’)(Psalm 81:3).  The events surrounding the new moon, which begins Rosh HaShanah, foreshadows when Jesus will return to judge the nations with a sword (Isaiah 66:15-16,23-24, cf. Revelation 19:15) & gathers together believing Israel (Matthew 24:27-31,36; 25:31-34) to avenge them from the wicked (2 Thessalonians 1:5-10), who will then enter the ‘1,000 years’ reign of Christ on earth (Revelation 20:4, cf. Daniel 12:1-2).

What is the meaning of the ‘blood moons’ mentioned in Scripture?
‘blood (moon)’ (Hebrew: ‘dam’ – ‘blood,’ from ‘daman’ – ‘to be silent, struck dumb,’ cf. ‘'adam’ – ‘to look red, to glare’ / Greek: ‘haima’ – ‘blood.’)  The term ‘blood moon’ is only used three times in the Bible & is always used in the singular to refer to a yet future event of the moon turning into ‘blood’ (Joel 2:28-32a; Acts 2:16-22; Revelation 6:12).  This yet future event also involves the sun, as well as the moon, growing ‘dark’ & the stars which ‘lose their brightness’ (Joel 2:10), which involves ISRAEL (Acts 2:22a) not the Church.  This ‘blood moon’ judgment occurs during the future 7-Year Tribulation period (Daniel 9:27) when the sixth seal is opened releasing God’s wrath on the earth (Revelation 6:12-17).  This leads to the seventh seal being opened (Revelation 8:1), followed by the blowing of the 7 trumpets, followed by the pouring out of the 7 bowls/viles, which all occur before the return of Christ (Revelation 19:11-21, cf. 1:7).  But the ‘blood moon’ never occurs during Jewish Feasts in the Bible.

What about the 4 ‘blood moons’ that fell on Jewish feast days from 2014-2015?  Will the Rapture occur on Rosh HaShanah (ie: ‘The Feast of Trumpets’)?
Not necessarily.  Although the Rapture occurs when a trumpet sounds (1 Thessalonians 4:16-17; 1 Corinthians 15:51-52), Scripture does not explicitly state that the Rapture occurs when there are a series (‘tetrad’) of four blood moons, nor specifically on Rosh HaShanah.  Also, ‘trumpets’ (Hebrew: ‘chatsotsĕrah’ / Greek: ‘salpigx’), not ‘showphars’ (Hebrew: ‘rams horn’)(Psalm 81:3), are blown at the Rapture.  The apostle Paul refers to ‘the last trumpet’ (‘salpigx’) blowing at the Rapture (1 Corinthians 15:52), just as two trumpets, not showphars, were blown when the congregation was called to ‘move’ to be ‘saved from their enemies’ (Numbers 10:1-6,9), & just as Jesus ‘will keep you [ie: the Church] from the hour of testing [ie: the future 7-Year Tribulation]’ at the Rapture (Revelation 3:10).

Since the time of Christ, there have been 8 times that 4 lunar eclipses (‘blood moons’) occurred over 2 consecutive years on 2 Jewish holidays on each of those years (ie: Passover & either the Feast of Trumpets or the Day of Atonement or the Feast of Tabernacles).  But only 3 times out of the 8 had anything to do with any significance to do strictly with Israel (see points in bold italics below):

1. Passover (April 17, A.D. 162), Feast of Tabernacles (October 11, A.D. 162), Passover (April 6, A.D. 163), & Feast of Tabernacles (September 30, A.D. 163) – both Jews and Christians were persecuted by Rome.

2. Passover (April 9, A.D. 795), Day of Atonement (October 3, A.D. 795), Passover (March 28, A.D. 796), & Day of Atonement (September 21, A.D. 796) – involved Rome defeating Islam & the Roman Emperor Charlemagne establishing the ‘Holy Roman Empire’ in A.D. 800.

3. Passover (March 30, A.D. 842), Day of Atonement (September 23, A.D. 842), Passover (March 19, A.D. 843), & Day of Atonement (September 12, 843) – the Vatican was sacked by Islam

4. Passover (April 9, A.D. 860), Day of Atonement (October 3, A.D. 860), Passover (March 30, A.D. 861), & Day of Atonement (September 23, A.D. 861) – Involved Islam martyring Christians in Córdoba, Spain during the Arab War.
5. Passover (April 2, 1493), Feast of Trumpets (September 25, 1493), Passover (March 22, 1494), & Feast of Trumpets (September 15, 1494) – Jews were expelled from Spain who didn’t convert to Catholicism during the Spanish Inquisition (November 1, 1478 to July 15, 1834), which began with the ‘Royal Decree’ on March 31, 1492.

6. Passover (April 13, 1949), Feast of Tabernacles (October 7, 1949), Passover (April 2, 1960), & Feast of Tabernacles (September 26, 1950) – Israel’s statehood & Israel’s victory of their war of independence (May 15, 1948 to March 10, 1949)
7. Passover (April 24, 1967), Feast of Tabernacles (October 18, 1967), Passover (April 13, 1968), & Feast of Tabernacles (October 6, 1968) – Israel won the “6 Day War” & regained control of Jerusalem as its capital (June 5 to 10, 1967).
8. Passover (April 15, 2014), Feast of Tabernacles (October 8, 2014), Passover (April 4, 2015), & Feast of Tabernacles (September 28, 2015) – although there were also two solar eclipses: one on the Jewish (ecclesiastical) New Year (“Nisan 14”)(March 20, 2015) & one on the Feast of Trumpets (September 13, 2015), there was no specific or significant events strictly affecting Israel.

Also, even during the 3 times in Church history when ‘blood moons’ did revolve around events concerning Israel, most of the time the ‘blood moons’ occurred after the events took place (see above), while the ‘blood moon’ (singular) mentioned in Scripture will occur before the events involving Israel takes place (Revelation 6:12-17).  This is because the ‘blood moon’ involves ISRAEL (Acts 2:22a, cf. Joel 2:10,28-32), while the Rapture involves the CHURCH. (John 14:2-3; 1 Corinthians 15:51-52; 1 Thessalonians 4:15-17; Revelation 3:10).  Since no one knows when Christ will return (Matthew 24:36), this is why the Church is raptured before the 7-Year Tribulation.  Otherwise, if the Church would go through any part of the Tribulation, they would know when Christ would return based on their knowledge of when the Tribulation began & adding 7 years (Daniel 9:24-27), which His Second Coming will be glorious (Titus 2:11-13)!

Next Bible study topic:  “The Jewish Fall Feasts – Yom Kippur (“The Day of Atonement”)(Part 2)”

Next Bible study:  Saturday, October 24th at 6:30pm

