Week Seventy-Three – “The Jewish Fall Feasts:  Sukkot (“The Feast of Tabernacles”)(Part 3) (Exodus 23:14-17; Leviticus 23:33-44; 24:1-9)
Welcome/Prayer

Review of Week 72:  “The Jewish Fall Feasts:  Yom Kippur (“The Day of Atonement”)(Part 2) (Leviticus 16:1-34; 23:26-32)
The Day of Atonement (‘Yom Kippur’) is the holiest of festivals of the Jewish calendar, when all the sins of Israel from the previous year were atoned for, which began on the tenth day of the seventh month after Passover, & no work was performed on this day (Leviticus 23:26-32).  The high priest entered the Most Holy Place (ie: the ‘Holy of Holies’) within the Tabernacle only on a specific day & in a specific way (16:2-6).  The blood of a goat was sprinkled atop the ‘mercy seat’ of the ark of the covenant, while a second ‘scapegoat’ was sent into the wilderness to bear the sins of Israel (v.7-22,26).  This foreshadowed Jesus’ shed blood on the cross as an atonement for us ‘once for all’ (Hebrews 9:11,16,22; 10:1-4,9-10), as a ‘propitiation,’ or appeasement, for our sins against God (Romans 5:10-11; 1 John 4:10).  This atonement will be complete for the ‘remnant’ of Israel during the Millennial Kingdom (Romans 11:25-32, cf. Isaiah 59:20-21).

“The Jewish Fall Feasts:  Sukkot (“The Feast of Tabernacles”)(Part 3)(Exodus 23:14-17; Leviticus 23:33-44; 24:1-9)
The seventh, & last, Jewish feast that the Lord commanded Israel to observe.  It was only one of three feasts (along with the Feast of Unleavened Bread & the Feast of Harvest/Weeks [ie: Pentecost]) that every male was to appear before the Lord (Exodus 23:14-17; Deuteronomy 16:16).  Each man was to give as he was able according to the blessing of the Lord which He has given (Deuteronomy 16:16-17).  It lasted eight days & began on the 15th day of the seventh month (‘Tishri 15-22,’ or September/October), after the first day of Passover, & 5 days after Yom Kippur (‘The Day of Atonement’)(Leviticus 23:34).  There was no ‘laborious’ or ‘customary’ work on the first & eighth days, & a holy convocation was observed each day of the feast (v.35-36).  On the first day, they gathered branches of palm trees (v.40), & all native Israelites dwelled in ‘booths’ (ie: ‘huts’)(v.42-43) to remember when God brought them out of Egypt & how they lived.

‘tabernacle’ (Hebrew: ‘cukkah’ – ‘booth; thicket; temporary shelter, made of interwoven leaves & branches’)

‘ingathering’ (Hebrew: ‘'aciyph’ – ‘harvest, gathering’)(Exodus 23:16; 34:22)

Pure pressed (‘fatty’) olive oil was used to make their lamps burn continually on a pure gold lamp stand (Hebrew: ‘mĕnowrah’)(Leviticus 24:1-4).  Twelve cakes were baked (two rows of six cakes, with pure frankincense on each row as a memorial)(v.5-7), specifically for Aaron & his sons to eat (v.9).  The importance of the Feast of Tabernacles is seen when Solomon’s Temple was dedicated to the Lord (1 Kings 8:2), & later when the Jews returned to Jerusalem from the Babylonian captivity to rebuild the Temple & to ‘gather’ to hear Ezra proclaim the Word of God to them as they lived in ‘booths’ (Nehemiah 8:13-18).

All of these commands & rituals not only reminded Jews of how God freed them from Egypt & their wilderness experience by living in ‘booths,’ but also foreshadowed Christ:

1. Each day 14 unblemished labs in their first year were sacrificed each day (Numbers 29:13-32), except day eight when 7 unblemished lambs were sacrificed (v.36, cf. John 1:29,36).
2. Jesus road into Jerusalem & branches of palm trees (a symbol of rest & peace) were laid down (John 12:12-15), fulfilling Zechariah 9:9.
3. Jesus observed the Feast of Tabernacles (Greek: ‘skēnopēgia’ - ‘booth’; from ‘skēnos’ – ‘tent’ & ‘pēgnymi’ – ‘fasten together; pitch’ – ie: ‘to pitch a tent’)(John 7:2,10).
4. This feast was known for water-drawing & lamp-lighting rites, which Jesus made references to Himself (John 7:37-39; 8:12)
5. Jesus ‘dwelt’ (Greek: ‘skēnoō’ – ‘to tabernacle; abide, live’) among us temporarily (John 1:14, cf. Revelation 7:15; 12:12; 13:6; 21:3).
6. Frankincense was one of the three gifts given to Jesus by the Magi when he was a child (along with gold & myrrh)(Matthew 2:11), which symbolized His later death & the spices (‘myrrh’) He was buried with (John 19:39)
Israel, along with the Gentiles, will celebrate the Feast of Tabernacles during the Millennial Kingdom (Zechariah 14:16-19), along with the Feast of the ‘New Year’ (Ezekiel 45:18-20) & Passover (v.21-25), in remembrance of Christ’s unique & once-for-all sacrifice on Calvary.  All believers from every age will ‘dwell,’ or ‘tabernacle,’ with God forever in the eternal state (Revelation 21:1-8). 
“A definite chronological progression can be traced in the Feasts of Jehovah.  The Sabbath takes us back to God’s rest after creation.  The Passover & the Feast of Unleavened Bread speak to us of Calvary.  Next comes the Feast of Firstfruits, pointing to the resurrection of Christ.  The Feast of Pentecost typifies the coming of the Holy Spirit.  Then looking to the future, the Feast of Trumpets pictures the regathering of Israel.  The Day of Atonement foreshadows the time when a remnant of Israel will repent & acknowledge Jesus as Messiah.  Finally the Feast of Tabernacles sees Israel enjoying the millennial reign of Christ.” –  Believer’s Bible Commentary, p.161

Next Bible study topic:  “Jude, the brother of James, & a slave of Christ” (Jude, v.1-25)

Next Bible study:  Sometime in January 2016

Happy Thanksgiving!

Merry Christmas!

&

Happy New Year!

