Week Seventy-Four – “Jude, the brother of James & a slave of Christ” (Jude v.1-25)
Welcome/Prayer

Review of Week 73:  “The Jewish Fall Feasts:  Sukkot (“The Feast of Tabernacles”)(Part 3) (Exodus 23:14-17; Leviticus 23:33-44; 24:1-9)
The Feast of Tabernacles (‘Sukkot’) is the seventh, & last, Jewish feast that the Lord commanded Israel to observe.  It lasted 8 days & began on the 15th day of the 7th month after the 1st day of Passover, & 5 days after Yom Kippur (Leviticus 23:34).  On the 1st day the Israelites dwelled in tabernacles (‘booths’ – ‘cukkah’)(v.42-43) to remember when God brought them out of Egypt & freed them from slavery.  This foreshadowed Christ who road into Jerusalem (John 12:12-15), fulfilling Zechariah 9:9, when He ‘dwelt’ (‘tabernacled’) among us (John 1:14).  Israel will celebrate this feast during the future Millennial Kingdom (Zechariah 14:16-19) in remembrance of Christ’s once-for-all sacrifice & worship Him as their Messiah, & King of kings & Lord of lords.

“Jude, the brother of James & a slave of Christ” (Jude v.1-25)
‘Jude’ (Latin:  from Greek: ‘Ioudas’ – ‘Judas’; ‘he shall be praised’ / from Hebrew:  ‘Yĕhuwdah’ – ‘Judah’; ‘praised’)(Jude v.1)

Who was Jude?
There are at least 8 men named ‘Jude,’ ‘Judas,’ or ‘Judah’ in the New Testament, & another 4 men named ‘James.’  Just as Matthew (Matthew 9:9) is sometimes called ‘Levi’ (Mark 2:14), and Nathanael (John 1:45) is sometimes called ‘Bartholomew’ (from Hebrew: ‘son of Tolmai, the father-in-law of King David)(Matthew 10:3, cf. 2 Samuel 3:3; 13:37; 1 Chronicles 3:2), likewise, the name ‘Judah’ indicates the tribe of Israel that Jude was from, just as King David & Jesus were also from the tribe of Judah (Matthew 1:1-6).  Jude expects the reader to know his identity by referring to himself as the ‘brother (‘adelphos’ – ‘male sibling’) of James’ (Jude v.1).  That narrows the possible ‘Jude’s’ in the New Testament to only two men.
Was ‘Jude’ the apostle Judas Thaddaeus (Matthew 10:3; 3:18)?
Unlike Paul & Peter who identify themselves as an ‘apostle’ (Romans 1:1; 2 Peter 1:1), Jude does not identify himself as an apostle in his epistle, but instead quotes ‘the words that were spoken beforehand by the apostles of our Lord Jesus Christ’ (Jude v.17).  [James also does not identify himself as an apostle in his epistle either (James 1:1).]  Although some translations of the Bible (KJV/New Catholic Version) translate the apostle Thaddaeus (‘Judas of James’) as ‘the brother of James’ (Luke 6:16; Acts 1:13), the better translation is ‘the son of James.’

In both Luke 6:16 & Acts 1:13, Judas Thaddaeus is simply referred to as ‘Judas of James’ in the Greek, just as ‘James of Alphaeus’ is in the Greek (Luke 6:15; Acts 1:13).  However, in both passages, Luke uses the same Greek word for ‘brother’ (‘adelphos’) to refer to Andrew’s male sibling relationship to Peter (Luke 6:14), as well as Jesus’ ‘brothers’ (‘adelphos’) male half-sibling relationship to Him (Acts 1:14).  Therefore, if Judas Thaddaeus was ‘the brother of Jude,’ Luke would have used the Greek word for ‘brother’ (‘adelphos’) in Luke 16:16 & Acts 1:13, just as he used it in Luke 6:14 & Acts 1:14.  Also, Luke consistently demonstrates in his Gospel that a man is the ‘son’ (not the ‘brother’) of someone else, whenever the New Testament Greek refers to a man as being ‘of’ someone else.  For example, Luke 3:38 states that Seth is ‘of Adam’ in the Greek, but we know from the Old Testament that Seth was ‘the son of Adam’ (Genesis 4:25; 5:3), not the ‘the brother of Adam.’  Likewise, the apostle John also identifies the traitor Judas Iscariot as ‘Judas of Simon Iscariot’ (John 6:70-71; 13:2,26), indicating that Judas Iscariot was the ‘son’ of Simon Iscariot, not his ‘brother.’  Therefore, the apostle Judas Thaddaeus is the ‘son’ of a man named James, not the ‘brother’ of James.  Hence, Jude ‘the brother of James’ (Jude v.1) is not the apostle Judas Thaddaeus.

Was ‘Jude’ a male half-sibling of Jesus (Mark 6:3)?
Only one ‘Judas’ in the New Testament is referred to as the ‘brother’ (‘adelphos’) of James (Mark 6:3).  Jesus states there are three groups of people who do not honor Him – those in His hometown, His ‘relatives’ (‘syggenēs’ – which can also be translated ‘kinsmen’ or ‘cousins’), & those in His household (v.4).  We know that Joseph & Mary honored Jesus by believing in & obeying God (Matthew 1:18-25; Luke 1:26-38).  So, the only non-‘syggenēs’ who did not honor Him who were in Jesus’ household were the named ‘brothers’ (‘adelphos’) in Mark 6:3.  Two of these ‘brothers’ (‘adelphos’) were Judas (Jude) & James, which means that this ‘Jude’ was also the ‘brother’ (‘adelphos’) of James too (Jude v.1).  Originally, Jude & his other brothers were not believers in Jesus (John 7:3-5, cf. Psalm 69:8); only His disciples were believers (John 2:11-12). [For a more detailed explanation of why Jesus’ ‘adelphos’ were His younger half-brothers, see the notes on “Did Mary & Joseph have children? Who are the ‘brothers & sisters’ of Jesus in Matthew 12:46-50 & Matthew 13:54-57?” (“Mary” - Part 2)]
Jesus ‘own people’ (Greek: ‘those close to Him; His same near Him’) thought ‘He had lost His senses’ (‘lost His mind; went insane’) & they ‘took custody of Him’ & brought Him into a house (Mark 3:20-21).  Although this passage doesn’t explicitly state that His ‘own people’ were His unbelieving younger half-brothers, in the same passage, Jesus makes a distinction between His unbelieving ‘brothers’ (‘adelphos’) on the outside (Mark 3:31-32) & His believing spiritual ‘brothers’ (‘adelphos’) on the inside (v.33-35).  Here, Mark uses the same Greek word for ‘brothers’ to distinguish between His unbelieving, younger half-‘brothers’ & His believing, spiritual ‘brothers’ who ‘do the will of God’ (v.35).  It would not be until sometime after Jesus’ Resurrection when Jesus appeared to Jude’s brother James (1 Corinthians 15:7) that Jude & his other brothers believed in Him, & were later present with Jesus’ disciples at Pentecost (Acts 1:13-14).

Why doesn’t Jude & James refer to themselves as Jesus’ ‘brothers’ in their epistles?
Jude, like His brother James, refers to Himself as a ‘slave’ (Greek: ‘doulos’)(HCSB/NLT)(Jude v.1; James 1:1).  Unlike a servant that does a job, a slave is owned.  A Christian slave’s desire to his Master is to do his Master’s will (ie: actions, speech, attitude, thoughts, belief, etc.)  Otherwise, a person is merely a voluntary servant & therefore not a Christian & not saved, since the definition of a Christian is a slave, not a servant.  Jude uses two terms to describe Jesus – ‘Master & Lord’ (Jude v.4).

‘Master’ (Greek: ‘despotēs’ – ‘rules with absolute & total power’)

‘Lord’ (Greek: ‘kyrios’ – ‘sovereign ruler, owner, possessor.’)  Jesus uses this term when He says “Not everyone who says to Me, ‘Lord, Lord’ will enter the kingdom of God, but who does the will of My Father, who is in heaven will enter’ (Matthew 7:14).  Jesus also uses it when He asks those who do not obey Him, “Why do you call Me, 'Lord, Lord,' and do not do what I say?” (Luke 6:46).  After Jude & James became believers & began to obey Jesus, their relationship with Him changed from being unbelieving half-brothers to believing & obeying slaves to their ‘Master & Lord, Jesus Christ’ (Jude v.4).  This is why they refer to themselves as Jesus’ ‘slaves’ (‘doulos’)(Jude v.1; James 1:1), just as Peter & Paul did (Romans 1:1; 2 Peter 1:1).  Likewise, even though the apostle John was Jesus cousin (cf. Matthew 27:56; Mark 15:40; John 19:25), John also refers to himself as Jesus’ ‘slave’ (‘doulos’)(Revelation 1:1) rather than Jesus’ cousin or relative (‘syggenēs’).

What were Jude’s concern for the early Church?
Jude begins to share with his readers about the ‘common salvation’ that had been delivered to the saints ‘once for all’ (Jude v.3).  Jude was the second to last writer of the Bible, indicating that nothing new in terms of Christian faith & doctrine was to be ‘added.’  John merely wrote down in His Gospel & His epistles, which he had previously experienced (John 21:24), while the book of Revelation was Jesus ‘unveiling’ or ‘revealing’ to John what will happen in the future, much of which can be found in previously written Scripture (Revelation 1:19).

The main concern of Jude was to warn the Church of apostates (false teachers) who had already crept into the Church ‘unnoticed’ (Jude v.4), because they ‘seemed’ like true teachers, but were apostates, because they taught false doctrine.  Both Jesus, as well as His apostles warned they were coming (Matthew 7:15-20; 24:24-26; 2 Peter 3:2-3).  Jude warns they are already here.  By quoting Peter’s previous warning (Jude v.17-18, cf. 2 Peter 3:1-3), Jude affirms the authenticity of Peter’s writings (2 Peter 3:1, cf. 1 Peter 1:1).  Peter also affirms all of Paul’s writings by calling them ‘Scripture’ (2 Peter 3:15-16), which Paul calls all Scripture ‘Inspired’ (ie: ‘God-breathed’)(2 Timothy 3:16).  Paul quotes Luke’s writings & calls them ‘Scripture’ (1 Timothy 5:18, cf. Luke 10:7).  Luke then quotes Jesus who affirms all of the Old Testament by calling it ‘Scripture’ (Luke 24:27,44-45).  Jude also – indirectly – affirms James’ epistle by affirming his relationship to James (Jude v.1; James 1:1) whose epistle had been written & was familiar with the Church decades before Jude wrote his epistle.  Through Jude, most of the New Testament that had been written up to his time, & all of the Old Testament, was recognized in the early Church as being ‘God-breathed’ Scripture.

Jude goes on to write about those God destroyed due to their disbelief & disobedience (Jude v.5-8).  The ‘angels’ Jude discusses that ‘abandoned their proper abode’ (v.6), Peter refers to them as the fallen angels (demons) just prior to the Flood of Noah (2 Peter 2:4-5), which Moses refers to as the ‘sons of God’ that married the ‘daughters of men’ & bore children with them (Genesis 1:1-2,4).  This is affirmed in the non-inspired writing of 1 Enoch 2:1, which Jude quotes (Jude v.14-15), & 1 Enoch 7:1-2,7 describes as occurring before the Flood during the ‘Ardis’ (ie: in the days of Jared’) – Enoch’s father (Genesis 5:18).  http://www.johnpratt.com/items/docs/enoch.html  [See notes from “Are demons real?  Who are ‘the sons of God’ & ‘the daughters of men’ in Genesis 6:2? (Part 3).]  Jude refers to Enoch as ‘the seventh from Adam’ (Jude v.14), which confirms a literal genealogy from Adam to Enoch, without any generational ‘gaps’ (Genesis 5:1-18).

Jude goes onto reference the falsely authored writing of ‘The Assumption of Moses’ referencing Michael as the only archangel, who did not go over God’s head to ‘pronounce against Satan a railing judgment’ (Jude v.9, cf. 2 Peter 2:11), but instead said ‘The Lord rebuke you!”  Since Jesus is God (John 1:1,14; 8:58, cf. Exodus 3:14, John 10:30-33 etc), this affirms that Jesus & Michael are not the same individual.  [See notes from “Are angels real? What are they like?” (Part 1).]  
Was is wrong for Jude to reference non-inspired writings like 1 Enoch & ‘The Assumption of Moses’?
Paul quoted the Greek Cretan poet Epimenides (Acts 17:28; Titus 1:12), as well as other non-inspired writings (1 Corinthians 15:33), just as Jude quoted 1 Enoch.  So, “Although this prophecy was not recorded in the book of Genesis, the Holy Spirit revealed it to Jude so he could include it in his letter.”  [“Twelve Unlikely Heroes,” by John MacArthur, p.14-15]
Jude goes onto refer to Sodom & Gomorrah going ‘after strange flesh’ which will result ‘in undergoing punishment of eternal fire’ (Jude v.7), which Peter referred to them who lived ‘ungodly lives,’ which Lot was ‘oppressed by the sensual (Greek: ‘outrageous, unbridled lust’) conduct of unprincipled men’ (2 Peter 2:6-10).  This forceful ‘sensual lust’ & willful lack of sexual restraint is described in Genesis 18:20-21 & 19:4-19 when God planned to destroy the sexual wickedness of Sodom & Gomorrah, who they had also desired to rape the holy angels visiting Lot (v.5,9).  Both Jude & Peter affirm that the judgment against the fallen angels before the Flood & against Sodom & Gomorrah was sexual misconduct & disobedience, which will result in eternal hellfire, equating them to the apostates teaching false doctrines in the Church (Jude v.8).

Jude continues to compare apostates in the Church to ‘unreasoned animals’ (Jude v.10), who have ‘gone the way of Cain’ & have ‘rushed headlong into the error of Balaam’ (v.11, cf. 2 Peter 2:15-16).  Balaam was a faithless & disobedient prophet of God who accepted bribes from Israel’s enemies to curse Israel (Numbers 22:11), which was stopped by God Who rebuked Balaam out of the mouth of a donkey (v.28).  Jude also compares the apostates to those who ‘perished in the rebellion of Korah’ (Jude v.11) – an Levite who rebelled with 250 Jewish leaders against God’s appointed leadership of Moses & Aaron (Numbers 16:1-32), who God condemned them to Sheol for their disbelief & disobedience (v.30,33) after ‘the earth opened its mouth & swallowed them up’ (v.32).  Jude & Peter also refer to apostates as empty spiritual vessels forever reserved for the ‘black darkness’ (v.12-13, cf. 2 Peter 2:17), referring to eternal Hell, ‘who cause divisions, worldly-minded, devoid of the Spirit’ (Jude v.13) [see notes on “Is Hell real?”]  

Jude concludes with a sincere concern for the Church to ‘have mercy on some, who are doubting; save others, snatching them out of the fire’ (Jude v.22-23), & reminding us of our ‘ONLY God & Savior, through Jesus Christ our Lord’ (v.25), affirming the Deity of our ‘Savior God’ Jesus Christ (Titus 2:13; 3:4-7)

What was Jude’s legacy?
Jude’s brother James was the first bishop (elder) of the Jerusalem Church & leader of the Jerusalem Council (Acts 12:17; 15:4,13-21; 21:18).  According to the early Church historian Eusebius (~325 A.D.), who quoted the second century Christian writer, Hegesippus (c. 110-180 A.D.), Jude had at least two grandsons (James & Zoker - http://www.catholic.com/encyclopedia/hegesippus-saint), who stood before the Roman Emperor Domitian (~95 A.D.) & admitted they were ‘the descendants of Jude – the brother of the Savior, humanly speaking – claiming that they were of [King] David’s family & related to Christ himself’ [“Eusebius: The Church History” by Paul L. Maier, p.93-95,106.]  Eusebius also writes that the 15th, & last, Jewish bishop of Jerusalem was a man named ‘Judas’ (~130-135 A.D.) [Eusebius, p.120.]  This ‘Judas’ was the great-grandson of Jude the brother of James, & the great-great, half-nephew of Jesus – Judas Kyriakos (“Judah of Christ”)!  https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Judah_Kyriakos
Next Bible study topic:  “Onesimus, a slave of Philemon & Jesus Christ” (Philemon v.1-25)

Next Bible study:  Sometime in February

