Week Seventy-Seven – “Barnabas & Silas“ (Part 2)(Acts Ch. 15 to 18)
Welcome/Prayer

Review of Week 76:  “Barnabas & Silas“ (Part 1)(Acts Ch. 4 to 15)
Barnabas, the ‘son of encouragement,’ sold the tract of land he owned & sold it to help finance the growth of the early church (Acts 4:36-37).  Barnabas testified on Paul’s behalf before the apostles that Paul’s conversion was legitimate (Acts 9:26-27).  The Holy Spirit specifically spoke & commissioned Barnabas & Paul for missionary journeys (Acts 13:1-7).  Like Paul, Barnabas was an apostle in the early church (1 Corinthians 9:5-6), & also the cousin of Mark (Colossians 4:10).  Barnabas was sent with Paul, along with Silas & Judas Barsabbas, by the Jerusalem Council with a letter to Antioch (Acts 15:22-31), having been given the ‘right hand of fellowship’ by the 3 ‘pillars’ of the church – James, Cephas (Peter), & John (Galatians 2:9).

“Barnabas & Silas“ (Part 2)(Acts Ch. 15 through 18)
‘Silas’ (Greek [proper masculine noun]: ‘Silas’ – ‘woody; a Roman citizen & travel companion of the apostle Paul on several of his missionary journeys’)(Acts 16:37).  Silas’ Aramaic name ‘Seila’ is a version of the Hebrew name ‘Saul,’ & a contraction of the name ‘Silvanus’(of Latin origin [proper masculine noun]: ‘Silouanos’ – ‘of the forest; a mythological Roman protector/guardian deity of the woods’)

Although Silas’ name does not appear in the New Testament until Acts 15:22, he is mentioned more frequently by name in the second half of the book of Acts (13 times) than Peter (1 time), Barnabas (9 times), Mark (2 times), Stephen (1 time), James the Jerusalem elder (2 times), & Timothy (6 times).  In fact, Silas is mentioned more frequently by name in the book of Acts than Peter, Mark, Stephen, & Timothy – combined!
Silas was a Hellenistic Jew who was included in the New Testament letter to Antioch, sent with Paul, Barnabas, & Judas Barsabbas by the Jerusalem Council (Acts 15:22-31).  

Silas & Judas Barsabbas were New Testament ‘prophets’ (Greek: ‘prophētēs’ – ‘associates of the apostles moved by the Holy Spirit to speak, having power to instruct, comfort, encourage, rebuke, convict, & stimulate; pleads the cause of God & urges men to salvation’)(Acts 15:30-32), just like the New Testament prophet Agabas (Acts 11:28; 21:10).

A prophet was a separate New Testament ‘office’ in the early church, separate from apostles, evangelists, & pastor-teachers (Ephesians 4:11).  Like Old Testament prophets, New Testament newly revealed prophetic messages had to be:  1) specific; 2) 100% accurate; 3) without prior knowledge; & 4) come from God.  Not only did the prophet’s message have to ‘come about or come true’ (Deuteronomy 18:18-22), but also the prophecy could not lead people away from the God of the Bible (Deuteronomy 13:1-5), even if the prophecy did come true, in order to know that the new revelation actually came from God:  

“Even if such a person makes accurate predictions or performs supposed wonders, he is to be disregarded – since Satan himself is able to perform counterfeit miracles (cf. 2 Thess. 2:9)…. An occasionally accurate prediction is no proof of the gift of prophecy…. Prophets are judged not by how many details they get right (since even demon-possessed people can sometimes make right predictions – Acts 16:16) but by how many they get wrong.  Those who deliver direct, revelatory words from God must do so without error.” – John MacArthur, “Strange Fire,” pp. 107-109.
Unlike evangelists & pastor-teachers, but like apostles, prophets – like Silas – were intended only for the ‘foundation’ of the church (Ephesians 2:20).

Silas ‘may’ have remained in Antioch with Paul & Barnabas (Acts 15:34-35, cf. v. 40), or he may have been called up to Antioch later, after Silas & Judas Barsabbas had been ‘sent away’ back to Jerusalem (v.33-34) from Antioch.

Barnabas & Paul argued about taking Mark with them back to the churches where they had previously preached, because of Mark’s previous desertion (Acts 15:36-38, cf. 13:13).  As a result, Barnabas & Paul parted company, & Barnabas took his cousin Mark (Colossians 4:10), while Paul took Silas (Acts 15:39-41).

‘Mark’ (Greek [proper masculine noun]: ‘Markos’ – a Latin surname; ‘a defense’), whose Jewish name was ‘John’ (Hebrew: [proper masculine noun]: ‘Yowchanan’ – ‘Jehovah has graced’)(Acts 15:37), was the son of Mary, whose house the early church was praying in for Peter’s release from prison (Acts 12:11-12, cf. v.3-4).  Mark had previously gone with Paul & Barnabas to Jerusalem on a famine relief (Acts 12:12, cf. 11:27-30), prior to his later abandonment.  However, later Paul describes Mark as ‘useful to me’ (2 Timothy 4:11), & as a ‘fellow worker’ (Philemon v. 24), which later Peter refers to Mark as ‘my son’ (1 Peter 5:13).

Silas & Paul were later wrongly imprisoned & whipped for casting a demon out of a slave girl from Philippi (Acts 16:9-12, 16-24).  But then Silas & Paul led their jailor & his family to the Lord (Acts 16:25-34), where they established the first European church at Philippi in Macedonia (cf. 2 Corinthians 8:1).  Silas & Paul went to Berea where many Jews & Greek men & women believed, who were more ‘noble-minded’ than those in Thessalonica, because they compared their teaching to Scripture (Acts 17:10-12).  Silas & Timothy remained, but Paul traveled to Corinth to attempt to ‘reason’ & ‘persuade’ the Jews & Greeks there, until Silas & Timothy joined him from Macedonia (Acts 18:1-8).

Paul reminds the Corinthian church that he, Silas (‘Silvanus’), & Timothy preached that Jesus Christ was the Son of God (2 Corinthians 1:18-22).  Paul informed the church that when he, Silas, & Timothy said ‘yes,’ they did not mean ‘yes & no’ (v.18-19).  This was to counter the false charge against them of their promises & plans, which Paul reminded the Corinthians of their agreement with Silas, Paul, & Timothy by saying ‘our Amen’ (v.20).

Paul addresses the church of the Thessalonians by including both Silas (‘Silvanus’) & Timothy in the salutation of both epistles to the church (1 Thessalonians 1:1; 2 Thessalonians 1:1).

Peter refers to Silas (‘Silvanus’) in his first epistle as a ‘faithful brother,’ to encourage his readers to ‘stand firm’ in the faith (1 Peter 5:12), referring to Mark as ‘my son’ affirming that Mark was in Rome (‘Babylon’) with him (v.13).  ‘Through Silvanus’ (v.12) indicates that Silas was writing as Peter’s ‘amanuensis’ (secretary), writing what Peter dictated, just as Mark wrote earlier for Peter as his ‘amanuensis’ for the Gospel of Mark:
“Mark having become the interpreter of Peter, wrote down accurately whatsoever he remembered…. Wherefore Mark made no mistake in thus writing some things as he remembered them.  For of one thing he took especial care, not to omit anything he had heard, and not to put anything fictitious into the statements.” [From the Exposition of the Oracles of the Lord (6)] 
 – “The John MacArthur Study Bible, NKJV, “Author and Date,” p.1452.
Was Silas, mentioned in Acts, the same as Silvanus mentioned elsewhere in the New Testament?
There are 4 reasons some Christians give for Silas & Silvanus being different people:

1. The Orthodox Church of America (est. late 1700’s to early 1800’s in Alaska) believed they were different people.

2. The Eastern (Greek) Orthodox Church (schismed 1054 A.D.) listed Silas & Silvanus as separate men in their list of the ‘Seventy’ appointed by Christ & sent out in pairs (Luke 10:1).

3. “On the Seventy Apostles of Christ,” a dubious pseudo-Hippolytus writing (4th Century), falsely attributed to the 3rd Century theologian Hippolytus, list them as separate.

4. Some Christians believe that Silas was bishop of the church of Corinth, while Silvanus was bishop of the church of Thessalonica, based on the pseudo-Hippolytus writing.

There are 10 reasons many Christians give for Silas & Silvanus being the same person:

1. Silas is a contraction for Silvanus.

2. Luke, Paul, & Peter mention some of the exact same people in their letters alongside both Silas & Silvanus (e.g.:  Paul, Peter, Barnabas, Mark, Timothy, etc.)

3. Luke never mentions a separate person named ‘Silvanus,’ only ‘Silas’ in Acts.

4. Peter & Paul never mention a separate person named ‘Silas,’ only ‘Silvanus’ in their writings.

5. Eusebius never mentions Silvanus – only Silas [“Eusebius,” p.172].

6. Eusebius only mentions the possibility of Barnabas as being one of the ‘Seventy’ [“Eusebius,” p.44,53], not Silas nor Silvanus.  When mentioning the various writings of Hippolytus by name, Eusebius does not list “On the Seventy Apostles of Christ” as one of them [“Eusebius,” p.204].
7. Early history cannot confirm the later ‘traditions’ that Silas & Silvanus were different people.

8. Other people in the New Testament also go by different names depending on the writer (ie:  Nathanael/Bartholomew; Judas the son of James/Thaddaeus; Matthew/Levi; Simon Peter/Cephas; etc).

9. Luke doesn’t mention Silas nor Silvanus as one of the ‘Seventy’ (Luke 10:1-24).

10. Other lists only mention Silas as one of the ‘Seventy,’ but not Silvanus.

What happened to Silas?
The exact date of Silas’ death is unknown, ranging from between 65-100 A.D. at Philippi in Macedonia, to being martyred as early as ~50 A.D. based on his last mention in Acts 18:5.  A writing falsely attributed to Silas, “The Teachings of Silvanus” (~150 A.D.), states Christ has a single ‘hypostasis’ (hidden spiritual reality)(Ch. 99:13) & stating, “know who Christ is, & acquire Him as a friend, for this is the friend who is faithful.  He is God & teacher.  This One, being God became man for your sake” (Ch. 110:14-19).  – (cf. John 1:1,14; 15:14-15).  Eusebius later confirms Silas as being a prophet [“Eusebius: The Church History” by Paul L. Maier, p.172].  Dr. William McBirnie affirms the account of Mark’s desertion of Barnabas & Paul in Pamphylia [“The Search for the Twelve Apostles” by William Steuart McBirnie, Ph.D., p.194].
Silas was a New Testament prophet, an encourager, wrongly imprisoned, tortured for his faith, praised God, a church planter, missionary & witness for Christ, preacher, faithful traveling companion of the apostle Paul, a spiritual ‘son’ & ‘brother’ of Peter as well as his secretary.  He ‘may’ have also been one of the ‘Seventy’ sent out by our Lord, as well as ‘possibly’ been the anonymous author of Hebrews:

“The author of Hebrews is unknown.  Paul, Barnabas, Silas, Apollos, Luke, Philip, Priscilla, Aquila, and Clement of Rome have been suggested by different scholars.” – “The John MacArthur Study Bible, NKJV, “Author and Date,” p.1894.
As unfamiliar to the church Silas has become, he left an incredible legacy:

“In each place they [Silas, Paul, & Timothy] visited, they left behind a small group of Christians.  Silas leaves the story as suddenly as he entered it.  Peter mentions him as the co-author of 1 Peter, but we do not know when he joined Peter.  He was an effective believer before leaving Jerusalem, and he doubtless continued to minister after his work with Paul was completed.  He took advantage of opportunities to serve God and was not discouraged by the setbacks and opposition he met along the way. Silas, though not the most famous of the early missionaries, was certainly a hero worth imitating.”  Lessons from his life include:  Partnership is a significant part of effective ministry; God never guarantees that his servants will not suffer; and obedience to God will often mean giving up what makes us feel secure. – “The Life Application Study Bible (NASB), Commentary on Silas, p.1933.

Next Bible study topic:  “Andrew, the brother of Peter”

Next Bible study:  Sometime in May

