Week Seventy-Eight – “Andrew:  ‘fisher’ of individuals“ (Selected Scriptures)
Welcome/Prayer

Review of Week 77:  “Barnabas & Silas“ (Part 2)(Acts Ch. 15 to 18)
Silas was a NEW Testament ‘prophet’ (an associate of the apostles) & part of the ‘foundation’ of the early church (Ephesians 2:20), who was sent with a letter to Antioch with Paul, Barnabas, & Judas Barsabbas (Acts 15:22-31).  After Paul & Barnabas separated after their disagreement about taking Mark with them again, Silas traveled with Paul on his later missionary journeys (Acts 15:36-40).  Silas & Paul were wrongly imprisoned & beaten in Philippi, before leading their jailer to Christ (Acts 16:16-34).  Silas & Paul, along with Timothy, traveled throughout Macedonia, such as Thessalonica, Berea, & Corinth where many people became Christians (Acts 17:1-34-18:1-8).  Paul mentions Silas (ie: Silvanus), along with Timothy, in his second epistle to the Corinthian church (2 Corinthians 1:18-22), as well as in the salutation to both epistles to the Thessalonians (1 & 2 Thessalonians 1:1).  Peter refers to Silas (ie: Silvanus) as a ‘faithful brother,’ who served as his ‘amanuensis’ (secretary) for his first epistle (1 Peter 5:12).

“Andrew:  ‘fisher’ of individuals (Selected Scriptures)
‘Andrew’ (Greek: [proper masculine noun]:  ‘Andreas’ – ‘manly, valor, conqueror’).  From (Greek:  ‘anēr’ – ‘male, husband, to distinguish an adult male from a boy’).  

Andrew is mentioned more times by name in the New Testament (13 times) than the majority of the other apostles, such as:  Thomas (11 times), Nathanael Bartholomew (10 times), James the son of Alphaeus (8 times), Matthew (Levi) (8 times), Judas Thaddaeus [Lebbaeus] (5 times/[6 times - KJV]), Simon the Zealot (4 times), as well as Matthias (2 times).

Andrew was the brother of Simon Peter (Matthew 4:18-20), whose father was John (or, Jonah)(Matthew 16:16-17; John 21:15-17).  In fact, the Hebrew name ‘Jonah’ (‘Yonah’)(Jonah 1:1) comes from the Hebrew word (‘yownah’), which means ‘a dove’ (Genesis 8:8-12).  One ‘tradition’ says that Andrew’s mother was a woman named Joanna [“The Search for the Twelve Apostles,” by Dr. William Steuart McBirnie, p.48], & that Andrew was from the tribe of Reuben [“The Contendings of the Apostles,” (1899), by Sir E.A. Wallis Budge].  (However, this is not the same ‘Joanna’ who was a follower of Jesus, who is mentioned as the wife of Chuza, Herod’s steward [Luke 8:3; 24:10].)  

Andrew & Peter were both fishermen originally from ‘Bethsaida’ (Greek:  ‘Bēthsaïda’ – ‘house of fish,’ a small fishing village & city in Galilee), along with Philip (John 1:44).  It was in Bethsaida where Jesus healed a blind man (Mark 8:22-25), & later condemned the city of unbelief (Matthew 11:21; Luke 10:13).  Andrew had a sister-in-law (Matthew 8:14-15), as well as a wife who went on missionary journeys with their husbands, since Andrew & Peter were apostles (1 Corinthians 9:5).  Eusebius quotes Clement of Alexandria (2nd to 3rd century A.D.) stating that when Andrew’s sister-in-law was crucified, Peter called out to her “Remember the Lord!” [“Eusebius: the Church History,” by Paul L. Maier, p.104; “Twelve Ordinary Men,” by John MacArthur, p.60].  Eusebius again quotes Clement stating that Peter had children [“Eusebius,” p.104], making Andrew their uncle.  McBirnie states that Peter had a daughter named Petronilla, who Peter healed so “they might see the power that was in the word of God…having done so, she lay down again helpless as before; but many years afterwards, being perfected by her suffering, and praying fervently, she was healed” [“Twelve Apostles,” by McBirnie, p.40].  [NOTE:  This later ‘tradition’ is questionable, since Biblical healings were always immediate, permanent, & 100% successful (Matthew 11:5), even by Peter (Acts 3:1-8).  Even when God turned Moses’ hand leprous, He healed it permanently (Exodus 4:6-7) to prove to the Israelites “that they may believe that the LORD God has appeared to you” (v.5,29-31), because only God has control over sickness, disease, sin, & death.  Plus, Moses’ healing was immediate & permanent.]
Andrew was one of the original 12 disciples of Jesus (Matthew 10:2; Mark 3:18; Luke 6:14; Acts 1:13), but prior to that, Andrew was a disciple of John the Baptist (John 1:35-37).  Jesus, originally, only called FIVE disciples to early “conversion” – Andrew (v.40), Simon Peter (v.41-42), Philip (v.43), Nathanael (v.45), & another ‘unnamed’ disciple (v.37,40 – most likely, John, see below).  However, Andrew was the first named disciple to be called by Jesus.  Andrew also led his brother, Simon Peter, to Jesus (v.40-42).  Andrew was also one of the five disciples who attended the wedding of Cana with Jesus & witnessed His first miracle, & first believed, before they headed down to Capernaum (John 2:1-12).  This was the first of three ‘phases’ of Jesus’ callings.  [NOTE:  Nathanael was from Cana (John 21:2), so he ‘may’ have known, or even ‘might’ have been related to, whoever was married at the wedding.]

Capernaum is where Andrew & Peter currently lived (Mark 1:21,29).  Jesus then called Andrew, along with Peter, James, & John – collectively – by calling them to be ‘fishers of men’ (v.16-20), & then later called Matthew (Levi) (Mark 2:13-14, cf. Matthew 9:9).  Andrew was only one of FIVE disciples to be called to early “ministry,” which was the second of three ‘phases’ of Jesus’ callings.  [NOTE: Luke’s account states that Peter signaled their ‘partners’ in the ‘other boat’ (Luke 5:7), who were James & John (v.10), who left everything (v.11), including their father Zebedee & their ‘hired hands’ (Mark 1:20) – indicating they had a financially-successful fishing boat business – to follow Jesus.]

Jesus then called Andrew, along with the rest of ‘the twelve,’ to be ‘sent out’ (Greek: ‘apostellō’) as “apostles” (Mark 3:13-19).  This was the third of three ‘phases’ of Jesus’ callings.  Although Peter, James, & John are commonly known as Jesus’ more intimate “inner circle of three” who He only involved in specific situations – the raising of the synagogue official’s daughter from the dead (Mark 5:35-42), the Transfiguration (Mark 9:2), & the Garden of Gethsemane (Mark 14:32-41), Andrew was also part of a separate intimate “inner circle of three” of Jesus.  Only Andrew, Peter, & John were called by Jesus in all three ‘phases’ of early conversion, ministry, and apostleship (see above).  Andrew is also involved in four of Jesus’ intimate ‘inner circle of FOUR’:

1. Andrew is always ranked in the ‘top four’ in the listing of the apostles (Matthew 10:2; Mark 3:16-18; Luke 6:14; Acts 1:13), & he’s ranked second in Matthew’s & Luke’s lists.

2. Jesus enters Andrew’s house only with Andrew, Peter, James, & John (Mark 1:29).

3. Jesus – collectively – called Andrew, Peter, James, & John specifically to “ministry” to be ‘fishers of men’ (Mark 1:16-20).

4. Andrew, Peter, James, & John specifically asked Jesus about the end-times on the Mount of Olives (Mark 13:1-4).

However, unlike James & John, Andrew didn’t fuss & worry about who would be ‘the greatest’ in Heaven (Mark 10:35-37,41, cf. Matthew 20:20-21).  Rather, Andrew was more concerned about trusting in Jesus to solve impossible problems, such as feeding ‘the 5,000’ (John 6:4-9), which demonstrated Andrew’s genuine faith in Jesus.  Andrew also established the reputation from the other apostles of leading others to Jesus, like Peter (John 1:40-42), including Philip who went to Andrew to tell him that some Greeks wanted to meet Jesus (rather than Philip telling Jesus himself), & then Andrew told Jesus directly (John 12:20-22).  Andrew understood to bring people to the Father, meant bringing people to Jesus FIRST (John 14:5-6), because Andrew was an eyewitness to the countless healings & miracles of Jesus firsthand, which affirmed Jesus’ claim to be the promised Messiah sent from God.  As Andrew’s brother, Peter, stated, “For we did not follow cleverly devised tales when we made known to you the power and coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, but we were eyewitnesses of His majesty” (2 Peter 1:16).

However, Andrew also displayed sinful human qualities, just as the other disciples did, such as their unbelief when He said they would all deny Him (Mark 14:30-31), including their ‘fear’ & unbelief in His Resurrection (Mark 16:14, cf, John 20:19-20,29), even though Mary Magdalene informed them all (including Andrew), “I have seen the Lord” (John 20:18).  Andrew was 1 out of 10 remaining disciples to first see the resurrected Jesus (v.19-23), before He appeared to them with Thomas (v.24-29).

Andrew’s last ‘indirect’ mention in the gospels is among 7 disciples who were fishing when Jesus appeared to them after the Resurrection (John 21:1-4).

Who were the ‘two other of His disciples’ who were fishing with the 5 named disciples?
Scripture does not explicitly state ‘who’ these two unnamed disciples were (John 21:2).  However, Peter stated, “I am going fishing” & the other 6 disciples said “we will also come with you” (v.3).  Like Peter, James, & John, Andrew was a fisherman also (John 1:44), & Andrew is mentioned with them whenever they are fishing (Mark 1:16-19).  Likewise, Philip was from Bethsaida near Galilee (John 1:44) & found Nathanael (v.45) from Cana.  And whenever Andrew is mentioned in Scripture (especially John’s Gospel) Philip is usually mentioned along with Andrew (John 6:5-9; 12:20-22).  So, although this cannot be proven dogmatically from Scripture, it is likely that the ‘two other disciples’ mentioned with Peter, James & John (‘the sons of Zebedee’), Nathanael, & the others fishing (John 21:1-4) were probably Andrew & Philip.

Who was the ‘other disciple’ of John the Baptist who was with Andrew? (John 1:35-40)
Andrew is only 1 of 7 disciples mentioned by name in John’s gospel:  Andrew (John 1:40), Simon Peter (v.42), Philip (v.43), Nathanael Bartholomew (v.45), Thomas (11:16), Judas Iscariot (12:4), & Judas Thaddaeus (14:22).  This ‘other disciple’ with Andrew who is ‘unnamed’ is frequently referred simply as ‘the disciple who Jesus loved’ (John 19:26; 20:2; 21:7), who states that Peter referred to him as “the disciple whom Jesus loved following them; the one who also had leaned back on His bosom at the supper and said, ‘Lord, who is the one who betrays You?’" (John 21:20, cf. John 13:23).  This ‘disciple who Jesus loved’ is mentioned at the Last Supper along with Peter & Judas Iscariot at the table (John 13:24-26).  When they are all fishing later, when Jesus commanded Peter to cast in his net, which resulted in a ‘great number of fish’ (John 21:6), this same ‘disciple who Jesus loved’ recognized Jesus by saying “It is the Lord” (v.7).  Earlier, James & John, along with Peter & Andrew saw a similar miraculous catch of fish, when Jesus had commanded Peter to cast his net then too (Luke 5:4-7).  So, it is likely that ‘the disciple who Jesus loved’ who later saw this similar miracle & recognized Jesus (John 21:6-7), remembered the earlier similar miracle when the four of them were fishing, before they were called to ministry.  He then writes, “This is the disciple who is testifying to these things and wrote these things, and we know that his testimony is true” (v.24).  This couldn’t have been John’s brother, James, because James was martyred around 44 A.D. (Acts 12:1-2), when the Gospel of “John” was written around 80-90 A.D.  So, through process of elimination, the ‘other disciple’ of John the Baptist who was with Andrew who is ‘unnamed’ (John 1:35-40), who is the ‘disciple who Jesus loved’ (John 13:23; 19:26; 20:2; 21:7,20), & who wrote the Gospel of “John” (John 21:24) is most likely John the brother of James – even though he is never mentioned by name in his own gospel.  Plus, there are four early extra-biblical evidences that John wrote this gospel:

1. John was the only disciple of ‘the 12’ still living between 80-90 A.D. when this gospel was written.

2. All 3 “Synoptic” gospels (Matthew, Mark, & Luke) mention John by name (Matthew 10:2; Mark 3:17; Luke 6:14), yet the Gospel of “John” does not mention him by name at all.

3. Both the Gospel of “John” & the book of Revelation (which was written by the apostle John [Revelation 1:1,4,9; 22:8]) both refer to Jesus as “Word” (John 1:1,14; Revelation 19:10-13), “Lamb” (John 1:29,36; Revelation 5:6,8,12,13, etc), & “Witness” (John 5:31-32 [ESV]; Revelation 1:5; 3:14), & John was still writing into the 90’s A.D.

4. The early church father, Irenaeus (130-202 A.D), affirms on the testimony of Polycarp (69-155 A.D.) who was a disciple of the apostle John, that John authored the gospel that bears his name.

Andrew is mentioned only two more times in the New Testament after the Resurrection.  First, when Jesus appeared to Andrew & the remaining apostles for 40 days & when He ascended into Heaven (Acts 1:1-4)(which means Andrew witnessed both Jesus’ resurrection and His ascension).  Second, Andrew is named among ‘the 12’ (minus Judas Iscariot who was dead) with the rest of ‘the 120 brethren’ at Pentecost (Acts 1:12-14).

Although Andrew is never mentioned by name throughout the remainder of the New Testament, he is included among the other apostles as the ‘foundation’ of the Church (Ephesians 2:19-20), as well as his name that will forever be enshrined in the future eternal city’s foundation of the ‘New Jerusalem’ (Revelation 21:1-2,14).

What happened to Andrew?
While Peter was known as a ‘fisher of men’ en masse (Acts 2:38-41), Andrew was know a ‘fisher of men’ for individuals [“Twelve Apostles,” by McBirnie, p.50].  Some traditions have Andrew’s ministry in Scythia (Southern Russia) [“Eusebius,” p.80].  One tradition has Andrew in Ephesus & in Asia Minor (modern-day Turkey).  Another has Andrew’s ministry in Achaia (southern Greece) where Andrew suffered martyrdom around 69 A.D. on a “Saltire” (an “X-shaped” cross), tied with thick ropes – not nailed – to prolong his suffering [“Twelve Apostles,” by McBirnie, p.51,54], where Andrew’s (alleged) last words were, “Accept me, O Christ Jesus, Whom I saw, Whom I love, & in Whom I am; Accept my spirit in peace in Your Eternal Realm” [“Twelve Apostles,” by McBirnie, p.56].  “Alleged” relics of Andrew were (supposedly) found in Constantinople, & a few of Andrew’s bones were (allegedly) transported to Scotland, which is where he is referred to as the “patron saint” of Scotland [“Twelve Apostles,” by McBirnie, p.53], which has a Saltire on its flag.  Andrew is also the “patron saint” of Russian & Greek Christians, as well as of Barbados, the Ukraine, Malta, Portugal, the Philippines, Prussia, & Romania.  The “Southern Cross” – the flag symbolizing the “South” in the United States – is in the shape of a “St. Andrew’s Cross (Saltire).”  But for the most part, Andrew remained ministering one-on-one intimately, rather than evangelizing large groups like Peter [“Twelve Ordinary Men,” p.60].
Andrew was a loving brother, believing disciple, faithful leader, trusting apostle, fisher of individuals, focused on Christ rather than himself, a ‘manly-man of valor,’ respected even among his fellow disciples, & an eternal foundation stone of the church.  Eusebius mentions Andrew 3 times – once in a writing falsely attributed to him, “the Acts of Andrew” [“Eusebius,” p.101].  He quotes Papias (70-163 A.D.), the bishop of Hieropolis & companion of Polycarp (69-155 A.D.) – both disciples of the apostle John.  Papias wrote about 7 of the original disciples, who he wrote about them, “For I did not think that information from books would help me as much as the word of the living, surviving voice”[“Eusebius,” p.112] – the first disciple Papias listed was Andrew – the same as the first named disciple Jesus called to early conversion (John 1:40).
Next Bible study topic:  “The Miraculous Gifts:  Prophecy, Tongues, & Healings (Part 1) – Prophecy”

Next Bible study:  Sometime in the fall

