Week Eighty – “The Miraculous Gifts (Part 2) – Speaking in Tongues”
Welcome/Prayer

Review of Week 79:  “The Miraculous Gifts (Part 1) – New Prophetic Revelations”
Miracles were supernatural acts that God performed through human beings (accompanied by ‘signs’ & ‘wonders’) that cannot be explained naturally, while Providence is God’s sovereign control over natural events to accomplish His plans, which can come as answers to prayers.  While non-miraculous Spirit gifts are available to all believers (Romans 12:6-8), miraculous Spirit gifts were limited to the apostles & prophets (Acts 2:43) since they were the ‘foundation’ of the church (Ephesians 2:20), as well as their close associates who the apostles laid their hands on (Acts 6:5-8).  The offices of ‘apostle’ & ‘prophet’ were also Spirit gifts (1 Corinthians 12:4,28-29), which ceased with the death of the last apostle, John.  Luke records the qualifications of an apostle (Acts 1:1-9,21-26), while he, Paul, Peter, & Jude records the qualifications of a prophet (Acts 8:14-17; 1 Corinthians 12:28; 14:36-37; 2 Corinthians 11:13-15; Ephesians 2:20; 2 Peter 2:2; Jude v.7).  Moses warned of the signs of a false prophet (Deuteronomy 18:18-22), including if their prophecies come true (Deuteronomy 13:1-5).  The purpose of ‘visions’ & ‘dreams’ were to fulfill new prophetic revelations & have them written down later in Inspired Scripture.

“The Miraculous Gifts (Part 2) – Speaking in Tongues”
The term ‘speaking in (or with) tongues’ (Greek: ‘glossolalia’) is used only 4 times in the New Testament (Acts 2:11; 10:46; 19:6; 1 Corinthians 14:6), & refers to a person speaking miraculously in a known, human foreign language that the speaker previously did not know.
‘speak’ (Greek: ‘laleō’ – ‘to use words in order to declare one’s mind & disclose one’s thoughts; to utter articulate sounds.’)

‘tongues’ (Greek: ‘glōssa’ – ‘the language or dialect used by a particular people distinct from that of other nations’; ie: glossary.)  Ex: Hebrew & Aramaic are distinct ‘tongues’ from Arabic (Acts 2:11).  Mandarin is a distinct ‘dialect’ (or ‘tongue’) from Chinese.  

“Tongues-speaking” (‘glossolalia’) is not mentioned in the gospels [except in the ‘questionable ending’ of Mark’s gospel (Mark 16:17)].  It is only mentioned in 6 chapters in 2 epistles (Acts Ch.2; 10; 19; 1 Corinthians Ch.12; 13; 14), which – at the latest – surround the events of around 55 A.D.  Tongues-speaking began at Pentecost with the birth of the Church (Acts 2:1-15).

‘utterance’ (Greek: ‘apophtheggomai’ – ‘to pronounce, declare; belonging to dignified & elevated discourse’)(Acts 2:4).  Peter ‘declared’ (‘apophtheggomai’) in known human words to those who falsely accused the apostles, who were speaking in tongues, of being ‘full of sweet wine’ (Acts 2:13-15).  Paul responded to Festus, the procurator of Judea, by using ‘utter (‘apophtheggomai’) words’ that he was ‘not out of my mind, but ‘uttered’ sober truth’ (Acts 26:24-25).  Peter quoted God the Father’s words (“This is My beloved Son with whom I am well-pleased"), when He gave ‘utterance’ (Greek: ‘phōnē’ – ‘a voice, speech, language, tongue’) of these words to Jesus, which the apostles also heard this ‘utterance’ (‘phōnē’)(2 Peter 1:17-18).

‘language’ (Greek: ‘dialektos’ – ‘dialect; language peculiar to any people’)(Acts 2:6,8).  Known human ‘languages’ were spoken by the apostles at Pentecost, which represented 16 different regions that the apostles speaking them previously didn’t know (Acts 2:5-11).  Three times in Acts, ‘language’ (‘dialektos’) refers to the Hebrew ‘dialect’ (Acts 21:40; 22:2; 26:14).

“In Genesis 11, at the Tower of Babel, the Lord had confused the languages of the world as a judgment on humanity.  In contrast, on the day of Pentecost, the curse of Babel was miraculously undone, demonstrating that the wonderful words of God, including the gospel of Jesus Christ, were to be taken throughout the whole world to those in every nation.” [“Strange Fire” by John MacArthur, p.139].
Does Paul use ‘tongues’ differently in 1 Corinthians?
Paul affirmed to the church at Corinth that there are ‘various kinds of ‘tongues’ (‘glōssa’)(1 Corinthians 12:10), or known human foreign languages, along with the other Spirit ‘gifts’ (‘charisma’)(v.4) that were present in the first century.

‘kinds’ (Greek: ‘genos’ – genus; family, group, race, nation’)(v.10,28).  ‘Kinds’ refers to language ‘families’ or ‘groups’ [ex: ‘men from every tribe, & tongue (‘glōssa’) & people & nation (‘ethnos’ – ethnicity)(Revelation 5:9; 13:7; 14:6)].  Ex: the ‘Romantic’ languages in Europe include French, Spanish, Portuguese, Italian, & Romanian, because they have many of the same linguistic rules of language grammar, as well as many, common language root words.

‘kinds’ (Hebrew: ‘miyn’ – ‘Groups of living organisms belong in the same created "kind" if they have descended from the same ancestral gene pool’)(Genesis 1:11-12,21,24-25).  Ex: Noah took two of every ‘kind’ (‘miyn’), male & female, onto the ark (Genesis 6:20; 7:14), which consisted of 7 pairs of ‘clean animals’ & 2 pairs of ‘unclean animals’ (Genesis 7:2).  When the Old Testament was translated into Greek (ie: the Septuagint), the Hebrew word for ‘kind’ (‘miyn’) was translated ‘genos,’ like Paul used in 1 Corinthians 12:10,28 to refer to ‘kinds’ of tongues.  Therefore, you cannot have ‘kinds’ of unstructured, incomprehensible, random, non-foreign language sounds, nor an interpretation of them.

‘interpretation’ (Greek [noun]: ‘hermēneia’; hermeneutics)(1 Corinthians 12:10; 14:26).  (From the Greek [verb]: ‘hermēneuō’ – ‘to explain in words, expound; to translate what has been spoken or written in a foreign language into the vernacular.’)  Ex: Jesus changed Simon’s name to the Aramaic name ‘Cephas’ which is ‘translated’ (‘hermēneuō’) ‘Peter’ into Greek (John 1:42).  The pool of Siloam is ‘translated’ (‘hermēneuō’) ‘Sent’ (John 9:7).  Melchizedek is ‘translated’ (‘hermēneuō’) ‘king of righteousness’ (Hebrews 7:2).  Therefore, the only way to accurately ‘interpret’ is to ‘translate’ from one known human foreign language into another one.

Since there were a variety of Spirit gifts, not all believers in the Corinthian church were expected to speak in tongues (1 Corinthians 12:8-11,28-30).  In fact, speaking in & interpreting tongues weren’t even ‘top gifts.’  They were ranked last (#8 & #9)(v.10), (#8)(v.28), (#6 & #7)(v.30), far behind the gift of prophecy (ie: preaching)(v.10) & the gifts of apostles & prophets which were ranked ‘first’ & ‘second’ (v.28-29).  In fact, Paul rebuked the Corinthian church for aggressively desiring the ‘showy’ gifts (e.g.: tongues), rather than desiring the more important gifts (v.31) which demonstrated love (1 Corinthians Ch.13).

What was the purpose of speaking in tongues?
First, tongue-speaking was for the edification of fellow believers in the church (1 Corinthians 12:7), because practicing the gift selfishly would be unedifiying to them, like ‘a noisy gong or a clanging cymbal (1 Corinthians 13:1).  Paul states that speaking in tongues to oneself only edifies oneself, while prophecy (ie: preaching – language the entire church understands) is ‘superior’ to tongues (which needs interpretation, or translation), because it edifies the church (1 Corinthians 14:1-19).

Second, tongue-speaking marked a transition from the Old Covenant to the New Covenant (which included believing Gentiles too), & a judgment sign to unbelieving Israel (1 Corinthians 14:21-22).  Therefore, prophecy (ie: preaching) was ‘superior’ to unbelievers who entered the church (v.23-25).  When Paul quoted Isaiah, when he wrote ‘strange tongues (‘glōssa’)’ (v.21), he is referring to the Assyrian ‘tongue,’ or language (Isaiah 28:11-12).  Jeremiah also refers to the Babylonian ‘tongue,’ or language (Jeremiah 5:14-15).  Again, when the Old Testament was translated into Greek (ie: the Septuagint), the Hebrew word for ‘tongues’ (‘lashown’ – languages [of men]), used by both Isaiah & Jeremiah, was translated ‘glōssa’ – the exact same Greek word used by Luke to refer to ‘tongues’ at Pentecost (Acts 2:4,11):

“The apostle’s later reference to Isaiah 28:11-12 (a passage in which the ‘other tongues and other lips’ refers to the Assyrian language) confirms that Paul had human languages in mind (1 Corinthians 14:21)” [“Fire,” p.142].
6 rules for ‘tongues-speaking’ in the church (1 Corinthians 14:26-40)
1. no more than three should speak (v.27)

2. only one at a time should speak (v.27)

3. one person must interpret (v.27)

4. if there is no interpreter, people should keep silent (v.28)

5. no women are to speak (in tongues) or prophecy (ie: preach)(v.34-35)

6. must speak in an orderly manner (v.40), or they aren’t recognized (v.38)

What are ‘tongues of angels” (1 Corinthians 13:1)?  Do angels have a unique tongues-language?
Nowhere does the Bible teach that the gift of tongues is anything other than human languages.  Whenever angels speak in Scripture, they speak in normal, known human languages (Matthew 1:20-21; 2:13,19-20; Luke 1:11-20,26-37; 2:8-14).  When Paul refers to ‘tongues (‘glōssa’) of angels,’ he is using hyperbolic language (ie: language used as an extravagant exaggeration), just as he does in v.2-3 to emphasize superiority of love, even over the most impressive form of spiritual giftedness, like prophecy, knowledge, giving to the poor, giving one’s body to be burned, etc.

“The Greek verbs in 1 Corinthians 13:2-3 are subjunctive.  The subjunctive mood is used to indicate the imaginary or a situation contrary to fact. …the subjunctive assumes unreality” [“Charismatic Chaos,” by John MacArthur, p.387, Note #14 of Ch.10].
What did Paul mean when he said “tongues, they will ‘cease’” (1 Corinthians 13:8)?
Paul tells the Corinthians church that while ‘prophecy’ (ie: preaching) & ‘knowledge’ (ie: the ability to grasp the meaning of God’s revelation’ (cf. Proverbs 9:10) are ‘in part/partial’ (1 Corinthians 13:9), which will be ‘done away’ when the ‘perfect’ comes (v.10), ‘tongues’ will ‘cease’ (v.8).

‘done away’ (Greek [passive verb]: ‘katargeō’ – ‘to inactivate, to pass away, to terminate’)(1 Corinthians 13:8,10-11).  The subjects of the sentence (‘prophecy’ & ‘knowledge’) receive the action, which will be ‘done away’ by the ‘perfect’ (v.10).

‘perfect’ (Greek: ‘teleios’ – ‘mature or complete.’)  The eternal state when we see God ‘face-to-face’ at death (v.12, cf. Matthew 5:8; Revelation 22:3-4).

‘cease’ (Greek [reflective active verb, middle voice]: ‘pauō’ – ‘to stop by itself; to cease permanently, to never start up again’)(1 Corinthians 13:8).  In other words, tongues would not be around when the ‘perfect’ arrived for those in the Corinthian church, because tongues will have already ‘ceased.’

10 evidences ‘tongues’ ceased in the first century:
1. The age of miracles & revelation ended with the apostles (Acts 2:43).  The last recorded miracles with healing were on Malta ~58 A.D. (Acts 28:7-10).

2. Ephesians (~60-62 A.D.) & Romans (~56 A.D.) discuss other non-miraculous Spirit gifts (Romans 12:6-8), but not the miraculous gifts, like tongues.

3. Times of miracles performed were in the past (Hebrews 2:3-4)(~67-69 A.D.)

4. Paul stated that signs, wonders, & miracles of the apostles ‘were’ ended (2 Corinthians 12:2)(~56 A.D.)

5. All of the New Testament was completed (~95-96 A.D.) just before the last apostle, John, died (~98-99 A.D.)

6. Once the transition from the Old to the New Covenant passed, the ‘tongues’ sign was no longer necessary for unbelieving Israel.

7. Neither the gospels, nor the later New Testament epistles mention tongues:  2 Corinthians (~56 A.D.); the “Prison Epistles” – Ephesians, Philippians, Colossians, Philemon (60-62 A.D.); the “Pastoral Epistles” – 1 Timothy & Titus (~62-64 A.D.), 2 Timothy (~67 A.D.); Hebrews (~67-69 A.D.); 1 Peter (~64-65 A.D.); 2 Peter (~67-68 A.D.); Jude (~68-70); 1,2,3 John (~90-95 A.D.).  Only the earlier books – 1 Corinthians & the events surrounding Acts (~55 A.D. & earlier) – mention ‘tongues.”

8. The apostolic & prophetic offices were only for the ‘foundation’ of the church for new revelation (Ephesians 2:20), which were also miraculous gifts (1 Corinthians 12:4,28-29).

9. If ‘tongues’ still exist, so should snake-handlings & drinking deadly poison without dying (Mark 16:17-18, cf. Acts 28:3-6).

10. If ‘tongues’ still exist, why the need to be trained in foreign language schools for missionaries?

For more information on false ‘tongues’ speakers & false ‘tongue’ writers, as well as their similarities to those in pagan religions & movements, read “Strange Fire,” p.20,24,51,73,134-135,137,150, & 299 (Note #17 of Ch.7) & “Charismatic Chaos,” p.285-286 – both by John MacArthur.

“Beloved, do not believe every spirit, but test the spirits to see whether they are from God, because many false prophets have gone out into the world.” (1 John 4:1)
Next Bible study topic:  “The Miraculous Gifts (Part 3) – Miraculous Healings”

Next Bible study date:  FRIDAY, November 18th at 6:30pm

