Week Eighty-Five – “Naomi & Ruth (Part 1)” (Ruth Ch. 1 & 2)
Welcome/Prayer

Review of Week 84:  “Rahab the harlot (Joshua Ch. 1,2, & 6”
Rahab was a ‘harlot’ (ie: prostitute) residing in Jericho (Joshua 2:1), which was noted for sensuality & ritual prostitution.  Through her ‘profession,’ she sold herself into slavery of sin for money & lust.  Rahab knew about the God of Israel (2:9-11) & hid the Israelite spies on the roof, refusing to turn them in to the king of Jericho when confronted (2:2-5).  Rahab also helped the spies escape & shared with them a safe place to hide (2:15-16).  The spies instructed Rahab to tie a ‘cord of scarlet thread’ in her window in order to protect her & her family when Israel returned to destroy Jericho, which she complied (2:18-21).  Because of Rahab’s faith, Israel spared her & her family when they brought them out (6:17,22-23).  Rahab continued to live in Israel for the rest of her life (v.25), becoming an ancestor of King David & Jesus by her marrying Salmon (Ruth 4:21-22; Matthew 1:5-6, cf. Luke 3:31-32).  Rahab was ‘justified by works when she received the messengers & sent them out another way’ (James 2:25), because she ‘welcomed the spies in peace’ (Hebrews 11:31).
“Naomi & Ruth (Part 1)” (Ruth Ch. 1 & 2)
The events of Naomi & Ruth begin during the time when the ‘judges governed’ (Ruth 1:1)(~1370-1041 B.C.), when ‘every man did what was right in his own eyes’ (Judges 17:6; 21:25).
‘judges governed’ (Hebrew: ‘shaphat’ – ‘to govern, to rule; law-giver; to execute judgment; to avenge or punish; redeemer, deliverer).  The time period of the story of Naomi & Ruth covered the span of about 11 or 12 years, & was most likely during the ‘judgeship’ of Jair (Judges 10:3-5), which lasted about 21 years (~1126 to 1105 B.C.).

Their story begins when ‘Elimelech’ (‘my God is King’) left ‘Bethlehem’ (‘house of bread’) due to a famine, along with his wife ‘Naomi’ (‘my delight; pleasant’) & their 2 sons, ‘Mahlon’ (‘sick; weak, diseased’)[Ruth’s husband (Ruth 4:10)] & ‘Chilion’ (‘pining; wasting away’)[Orpah’s husband].  They were ‘Ephrathites’ (‘fruitfulness’; another name for Bethlehem [Ephrath](Micah 5:2); descendants of Ephram, the second son of Joseph blessed by Jacob)(Genesis 41:52; 48:14).
‘Orpah’ (Hebrew: ‘`Orpah’ – ‘gazelle’)(Ruth 1:4,14).  (From: Hebrew: ‘`oreph’ – ‘stiff-necked, stubborn; fig. ‘of apostosy’)

‘Ruth’ (Hebrew: ‘Ruwth’ – ‘friendship’ / Greek: ‘Rhouth’ – ‘a female friend’)(Ruth 1:4,14; Matthew 1:5).  (From: Hebrew: ‘r@`uwth’ – ‘female companion, mate, neighbour woman’).  
They settled in the land of ‘Moab’ (‘of the father’; son of Lot & his firstborn daughter through incest)(Genesis 19:37, which is east of the Dead Sea, whose inhabitants oppressed Israel for 18 years during the time of the judges (Judges 3:12-30).  Despite the Law of Moses preventing Moabites from entering the assembly of God (Deuteronomy 23:3-6), or Israel from ‘seeking their peace or their prosperity’ (v.6), they settled which indicates the severe desperation of their situation.  God later cursed Moab (Isaiah Ch.15 & 16; Jeremiah Ch.48; Ezekiel 25:8-11; Amos 2:1-3), because of their idolatrous worship of ‘Chemosh’ (‘subduer’; the national deity of the Moabites)(Numbers 21:29; 1 Kings 11:7,33; 2 Kings 23:13), which at times involved human sacrifice (2 Kings 3:26-27).
After Elimelech died (Ruth 1:3), his sons took Moabite women as wives (v.4), which was later condemned to do in Israel (Ezra 9:1-2; Nehemiah 13:23-25).  Although this was not specifically commanded earlier in the Law not to do, it is clear this involved Moabite women too (Deuteronomy 7:1-3).  They lived in Moab 10 years (Ruth 1:4).

Upon the death of Naomi’s 2 sons (Ruth 1:5), she set out to return to Bethlehem in Judah with her 2 daughters-in-law, because she heard God had provided them food (v.6-7).  However, Naomi told her daughters-in-law each to return to her mother’s house, because Naomi was unable to provide them other husbands (v.10-13) in order to carry on the names of her deceased sons through ‘levirite marriage’ (Deuteronomy 25:5-6, cf. Matthew 22:23-33).  Being a faithful Israelite, Naomi understood that the most important earthly bond between any 2 people is between a husband & wife:
“Contrary to popular opinion, the most important characteristic of a godly mother is not her relationship with her children.  It is her love for her husband.  The love between husband and wife is the real key to a thriving family.  A healthy home environment cannot be built exclusively on the parents’ love for their children.  The properly situated family has marriage at the center; families shouldn’t revolve around the children.  Furthermore, all parents need to heed this lesson: what you communicate to your children through your marital relationship will stay with them for the rest of their lives.  By watching how mother and father treat one another, they will learn the most fundamental lessons of life – love, self-sacrifice, integrity, virtue, sin, sympathy, compassion, understanding, and forgiveness.  Whatever you teach them about those things, right or wrong, is planted deep within their hearts.”
 -“Twelve Extraordinary Women” by John MacArthur, p.95
Although Orpah complied, Ruth ‘clung’ to Naomi (Hebrew: ‘dabaq’ – cleave, stay with, stay close, stick to, join to)(Ruth 1:14).  This is the same word that describes Adam ‘cleaving’ to Eve (Genesis 2:24).  Ruth refused to return to Moab.  Naomi urged Ruth to:  1) return with her sister-in-law, & 2) go back to ‘her people & her gods’ (Ruth 1:15).
‘sister-in-law’ (Hebrew: ‘Yĕbemeth’ – ‘sister-in-law; brother’s wife; brother’s widow; wife of a brother-in-law; husband brother’s wife’)(Deuteronomy 25:7,9)(Ruth 1:15).  (From: Hebrew [verb]: ‘yabam’ – ‘to perform levirate marriage, to perform the duty of a brother-in-law ( the duty to a brother who died childless – to marry his widow & have a son for his name; “to perform the duty of a husband’s brother” [Deuteronomy 25:5,7] – the act of the ‘levir’).  For example, Onan was supposed to ‘perform the duty as a brother-in-law’ (Genesis 38:8).  (From: Hebrew [masculine noun]: ‘yabam’ – ‘brother-in-law; husband’s brother’ [Deuteronomy 25:5,7]).  (Greek: ‘synnymphos’ – ‘sister-in-law’ / root of ‘Yĕbemeth’)(Ruth 1:15).
Instead, Ruth expresses her desire to return to ‘your [Naomi’s] people & your God’ (Ruth 1:16-17, cf. v.10), which was evidence of Ruth’s conversion from worshiping Chemosh to Yahweh, as well as her total commitment to Naomi, unlike the later Pharisee’s attitude towards their parents which was rebuked by Jesus (Matthew 15:4-9).  This foreshadows Jesus’ contrast between His uncommitted biological family versus His ‘heavenly’ family who ‘does the will of My Father’ (Matthew 10:46-50), which is why He came to bring ‘division’ even ‘in one’s household’ (Luke 12:51-53).
“Naomi was a grieving widow, stripped of the earthly joys of husband and family by divine judgment.  Orpah, having soberly considered the words of her mother-in-law, proved to be a leaving widow, choosing the easiest and most convenient course.  But Ruth was a cleaving widow, clinging to Naomi in spite of the latter’s discouragements.  When Ruth chose a new life with Naomi, she knew that it wouldn’t be easy. There was hard work and poverty ahead since they were without a male provider.  There was separation from home and loved ones, too.”

 - Believer’s Bible Commentary, “Ruth,” p.289

Upon returning to Bethlehem with Ruth, Naomi no longer wanted to be called ‘Naomi’ (‘pleasant’), but ‘Mara’ (‘bitterness’)(Ruth 1:18-22).
Elimelech had a ‘kinsman’ (‘acquaintance, intimate friend,’ possibly a brother) named ‘Boaz’ (‘fleetness, swiftness; in him is strength’), who Ruth went to ‘glean’ (‘collect, gather, pick up’) grain from his fields (Ruth 2:1-3), which was a provision under the Law for the needy, for strangers, for the fatherless, & for widows (Deuteronomy 24:19).  
After Boaz found out who Ruth was, & the sacrifice she made for Naomi (including leaving her parents & her homeland to come to an unknown people), Boaz allowed Ruth to glean (Ruth 2:4-11).  Boaz prayed for Ruth to ‘seek refuge’ under God’s ‘wings’ (‘kanaph’ – ‘corner of a garment’)(v.12), portraying God as a mother bird sheltering the young & fragile with her wings, just as Jesus would have desired to do with unbelieving Israel (Matthew 23:37).  

After Ruth finished gleaning & returned to Naomi to tell her that she gleaned in Boaz’ fields, Naomi informed Ruth that Boaz is a ‘relative’ (‘qarowb’ – ‘kinship, personal relationship’), even one of their ‘closest relatives’ (‘ga'al’)(Ruth 1:20).
‘closest relatives’ (Hebrew: ‘ga'al’ – ‘kinsman-redeemer,’ by marrying a brother’s widow to beget a child for him to redeem land).
“This earthly custom pictures the reality of God the Redeemer doing a greater work (Psalms 19:14; 78:35; Isaiah 41:14; 43:14) by reclaiming those who needed to be spiritually redeemed out of slavery to sin (Psalm 107:2; Isaiah 62:12).  Thus Boaz pictures Christ, who as a Brother (Hebrew 2:17), redeemed those who 1) were slaves to sin (Romans 6:15-18), 2) had lost all earthly possessions/privileges in the Fall (Genesis 3:17-19), and 3) had been alienated by God (2 Corinthians 5:18-21).  Boaz stands in the direct line of Christ (Matthew 1:5; Luke 3:32). This turn of events marks the point where Naomi’s human emptiness (1:21) begins to be refilled by the Lord.  Her night of earthly doubt has been broken by the dawning of new hope (cf. Romans 8:28-39).”
  – The John MacArthur Study Bible, NKJV, ft.notes, Ruth 2:20, p. 370
“In Boaz we see illustrated many of the excellencies of Christ. Boaz was a man of great wealth (v.1).  He was compassionate to the stranger, who had no claim on his favors (vv.8,9).  He knew all about Ruth, even before she met him (v.11), even as the Lord knows all about us even before we come to know Him.  He served Ruth graciously, and all her needs were satisfied (v.14).  He granted her protection and prosperity for the future (v.15,16).  In these acts of grace we see a foreshadowing of our blessed Redeeming Relative’s mercies to us.”

 - Believer’s Bible Commentary, “Ruth,” pp.290-291

“One of the most beautiful passages where the word Goel is found is in the life of Naomi in the book of Ruth.  The book of Ruth is a story about Naomi’s Goel.  Naomi (Pleasant One), a picture of Israel, had wandered away from Bethlehem (house of bread).  She was the poorest person in Israel, but her kinsman was the richest man in Israel. Because of the death of her husband, Elimelech (God is my king), and two sons Mahlon (sick) and Clilion (pining), she and her daughters-in-law lost all income and their homestead.  Naomi was living in a foreign land and sensed the loss of her homeland and relatives.  She became bitter.  The secret of all, her daughter-in law Ruth had, was in union with Boaz (in him is strength).  The nearer kinsman (a picture of the law) had the first right to the property and Boaz came next after him.  If Ruth’s closer relative would not redeem or purchase it, Boaz was prepared to do so.  The man who was nearest of kin agreed to redeem the piece of land until he found out there was a young widow involved.  He graciously backed out because it would mar his own inheritance (Ruth 4:6)!  That left Boaz as the rightful nearest of kin who had the privilege of redeeming her land and her with it.  The Moabitess and the Jew became one.”
 - Pastor Jim Riccitelli, “The Book of Ruth: Levirite Marriage (known as ‘yibbum’), June 28, 2009
Not only does Boaz picture Christ, but his ‘levirite marriage’ to Ruth is also a picture of Christ & His Church (Ephesians 5:31-33).
Next Bible study topic:  “Naomi & Ruth (Part 2)” (Ruth Ch. 3 &4)
Next Bible study date:  Saturday, May 6th at 6:30pm (possible cookout!)
