Week Eighty-Seven – “Jesus…in the OLD Testament” (Selected Scriptures)
Welcome/Prayer

Review of Week 86:  “Naomi & Ruth (Part 2)” (Ruth Ch.3 & 4)
Ruth expressed her desire to have Boaz as her ‘kinsman-redeemer,’ because he was a ‘close relative’ (‘ga'al’), since he was a descendant of Rahab the harlot (Matthew 1:25), by asking him for his ‘covering,’ after she had lay down by him (Ruth 3:7-9).  Boaz agreed to & commended Ruth (v.10-11), once he received acceptance from a ‘relative closer than’ him (‘ga'al qarowb min’)(v.12) who had the first right of redemption, based on the Law regarding ‘levirate’ marriage (‘levir’)(Deuteronomy 25:5-9).  After the ‘relative closer than’ Boaz said he ‘cannot’ redeem Ruth (Ruth 4:5), & after the city elders spoke with him about his refusal & the ‘relative closer than’ Boaz removed his sandal, based on the Law of ‘levirate marriage’ (Ruth 4:8-9, cf. Deuteronomy 25:8-9), Boaz ‘acquired’ Ruth to be his wife (Ruth 4:10).  Boaz & Ruth had a son, Obed, who became an ancestor of both King David & Jesus Christ (Ruth 4:17,22; Matthew 1:5-6,16).  Boaz’ ‘redemption’ of Ruth foreshadowed Christ’s ‘redemption’ of the Church as its ‘kinsman-redeemer’ (‘ga'al’), through His shed blood & death on the cross.
“Jesus…in the OLD Testament” (Selected Scriptures)
When we tend to think about Jesus, it’s usually based on either appearances about Him in the New Testament or prophecies about Him in the Old Testament.  However, Jesus also makes appearances in the Old Testament as well, beginning with the first verse in the first book of the Bible:

“In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth.” (Genesis 1:1)
‘In the beginning’ (Hebrew: ‘re'shiyth’ / Greek: ‘archē’ – ‘first, chief, origin’).  From (Hebrew: ‘ro'sh’ – ‘head, top, chief, beginning’).  For example, the ‘beginning’ (‘ro'sh’) of the Jewish ecclesiastical year is called ‘Rosh HaShanah’ (Ezekiel 40:1).  When Jesus defined marriage between one man & one woman, He stated that God created them from the ‘beginning’ (‘archē’)(Mark 10:6, cf. Genesis 1:27) – indicating that God created mankind at the very ‘beginning’ on the 6th day of creation (Genesis 1:27,31), when ‘God created the heavens & the earth’ (Genesis 1:1).  The apostle John stated that ‘In the beginning (‘archē’) the Word was with & the Word was God…and the Word became flesh & dwelt among us’ (John 1:1,14), which was Jesus Christ.  The writer of Hebrews stated that God made the world through Jesus (Hebrew 1:1-2), & the apostle Paul stated that ‘by Him [Jesus] all things were created, both in the heavens & on earth…all things have been created through Him and for Him’ (Colossians 1:16).

‘God’ (Hebrew [plural intensive – singular meaning]: ‘'elohiym’ – ‘rulers, judges; the true God;’ plural of 'elowahh).  Although God is One (Deuteronomy 6:4), this plural form describes the ‘plurality’ of God in His nature & is used exclusively to describe ‘God’ up to Genesis 14:18, similarly to the ‘plurality’ of cherubim (Genesis 3:24) & seraphim (Isaiah 6:2), except that there is only One God, not several ‘gods.’

This ‘plurality’ of God is shown when He is described as ‘Us’ & ‘Our’ when God states ‘let Us go down’ (Genesis 11:5-7).  ‘Us’ cannot refer to angels, or other heavenly beings, since mankind is made in the image of God, Who is described as ‘Us’ (Genesis 1:26-27), not angels.  Likewise, Jesus describes the Godhead – including Himself – as ‘We’ (John 3:11).

‘LORD’ (Hebrew: ‘Yĕhovah’ – ‘the existing One’; the proper name of the one true God; YHWH).  This is the same ‘LORD God (‘'elohiym’) Who created the heavens & the earth (Genesis 2:4, cf. Genesis 1:1) & formed man & created a helper for him (Genesis 2:7,7,21-22, cf. Genesis 1:26-27).  After Adam & Eve sinned, this same ‘LORD God (‘Yĕhovah 'elohiym’) walked in the garden (Genesis 3:8).  Prior to the Fall, they had complete communion with the LORD God.  

The LORD (‘Yĕhovah’) ‘appeared’ (‘ra'ah’ – to show oneself, to look at each other face-to-face; present oneself visibly, to be visible) to Abraham (Genesis 18:1,14), when he ‘saw’ (‘ra'ah’) THREE men standing opposite him (v.2).  The LORD (‘Yĕhovah’) told Abraham that He was going down to Sodom & Gomorrah to destroy them (v.20-21), & the men turned & went towards Sodom (v.22).  When the LORD (‘Yĕhovah’) finished speaking to Abraham, He departed & TWO ‘angels’ came to Sodom (Genesis 19:1).

Since there were THREE angels originally, why did only TWO angels enter Sodom?

‘angel’ (Hebrew: ‘mal'ak’ / Greek: ‘aggelos’ – ‘messenger, representative, ambassador theophanic angel’).  Although ‘angel’ can be used to describe a heavenly, winged spiritual being, it can also be used to describe a human representative, such as when Jesus commanded the apostle John to write to the 7 ‘angels’ (‘aggelos’) of the 7 churches of Ephesus (Revelation 1:19-2:1), which were most likely the pastors of those churches – not heavenly, winged ‘angels.’  Abraham also calls God - ‘Lord’ (Genesis 18:27,30-32):

‘Lord’ (Hebrew: ‘'Adonay’ – ‘Lord – title’; spoke in place of Yĕhovah in Jewish display of reverence; only used of God’).  (Greek: ‘kyrios’ – ‘master, owner’; he whom a person or thing belongs, possessor; sovereign ruler; title of honor expressive of respect, reverence; title given to God the Messiah’).  In other words, whenever ‘'Adonay’ is used in the Old Testament it only & always refers to God.  And when ‘'Adonay’ is translated into Greek & used in the New Testament, it’s translated ‘kyrios’ to refer to our ‘Lord’ Jesus Christ (Jude 1:4)
Doesn’t the Bible say that no one can see God & live?
The LORD (‘Yĕhovah’) told Moses that he could not see His ‘face’ (‘paniym’ – ‘presence’; ie: glory)(Exodus 33:18-20) & live.  When Adam & Eve sinned, they hid themselves from God’s ‘presence’ (‘paniym’)(Genesis 3:8).  Jesus said, ‘No one has seen (‘horaō’ – to see with eyes; to stare) the Father’ except Jesus (John 6:46).  Therefore, it wasn’t God the Father when Abraham was standing ‘before’ (‘horaō’) the LORD (‘Yĕhovah’)(Genesis 18:22).  Jesus also described God as ‘Spirit’ (John 4:24).  Therefore, it wasn’t God the Holy Spirit either, Who stood before Abraham.  Therefore, since there are only three ‘Persons’ of the Godhead (Matthew 28:19), Abraham was standing before a pre-incarnate Jesus Christ – along with TWO ‘angels’ (‘mal'ak’) who entered Sodom with Him (Genesis 19:1) – Who later Jesus proclaimed that ‘Before Abraham was I AM’ (John 8:58).

‘I AM’ (Hebrew: ‘hayah’ / Greek: ‘egō eimi’ – ‘to be; self-exist’).  God (‘'elohiym’) told Moses that His name is ‘I AM’ (‘hayah’)(Genesis 3:14), Who is the ‘LORD God’ (‘Yĕhovah 'elohiym’) & that would be His name forever (v.15).  Jesus described Himself as ‘I AM’ (‘egō eimi’)(John 8:58), just before the Jews picked up rocks to stone Him (v.59), because He was claiming to be God (John 10:30-33).

The ‘man’ who wrestled with Jacob (Genesis 32:24) is later described by the prophet Hosea as ‘the Angel’ (‘mal'ak’) and ‘LORD God’ (‘Yĕhovah 'elohiym)(Hosea 12:4-5).  This ‘man’ changed Jacob’s name to ‘Israel’ (Hebrew: ‘Yisra'el’ – ‘God prevails,’ ‘God’s fighter,’ ‘he struggles with God,’ ‘one who strives with God’), because he had ‘striven with God’ (Genesis 32:28).  Similarly, in the New Testament, Jesus changed Simon’s name to ‘Peter’ (John 1:42).  Jacob then named the place ‘Peniel’ (‘Pĕnuw'el’ – ‘facing God), because he had ‘seen (‘ra'ah’) God face to face ('paniym’), yet my life has been preserved’ (Genesis 32:30).

Before Joshua invaded Jericho, a ‘man was standing opposite him with sword drawn in his hand,’ who identifies himself as ‘captain of the host [army] of the LORD (‘Yĕhovah’)(Joshua 5:13-15):
‘sword’ (Hebrew: ‘chereb’ / Greek: ‘rhomphaia’)(Joshua 5:13) – same kind of ‘sword’ used by the cherubim to guard the tree of life (Genesis 3:24) & the ‘sword’ Jesus will wield at His Second Coming (Revelation 19:11-16).

‘captain’ (Hebrew: ‘sar’ – prince, ruler, leader, general commander, chief, patron-angel, Ruler of rulers [of God])(Joshua 5:14).  Although ‘captain,’ or ‘prince,’ does describe Michael the archangel (Daniel 10:13,21; 12:1), angels do not command worship from human beings (Revelation 19:10; 22:8-9) since worship of angels is forbidden (Colossians 2:18).  But Jesus did expect worship from the apostle John (Revelation 1:8,17-18), as did God the Father from Moses (Exodus 3:2-5).  Joshua also addresses this ‘man’ as ‘Lord’ (‘'Adonay’), who commanded Joshua to ‘Remove your sandals from your feet, for the place where you are standing is holy’ (Joshua 5:5:14-15).  The LORD God (‘Yĕhovah 'elohiym’) gave this same command to Moses while He was in the burning bush (Exodus 3:4-5).   Therefore, the “captain of the ‘hosts’ (‘army’) of the LORD” (Joshua 5:15) was a ‘Christophany’ (ie: a physical manifestation of the pre-incarnate Jesus in the Old Testament), who is also referred to as ‘the Angel (‘mal'ak’) of the LORD’ (‘Yĕhovah’)(Exodus 3:2).
The Angel (‘mal'ak’) of the LORD’ (‘Yĕhovah’) ‘appeared’(‘ra'ah’) to Gideon (Judges 6:11-12), who later identified Him as ‘the LORD God’ (‘Yĕhovah 'elohiym’), Who he had ‘seen (‘ra'ah’) face-to-face’ ('paniym’)(v.22).  After the LORD (‘Yĕhovah’) said to Gideon, ‘Peace to you,’ Gideon built an altar to the LORD (‘Yĕhovah’) & named it ‘The LORD (‘Yĕhovah’) is Peace’ (v.23-24), which ‘Peace’ is one of the names of the future ‘Prince of Peace’ Who is also ‘Mighty God’ (Isaiah 9:6) – Jesus Christ.

Elijah was touched by an ‘angel’ (‘mal'ak’) who commanded him to ‘Arise, eat’ (1 Kings 19:5,7), just as Peter later was commanded to ‘get up, kill & eat’ (Acts 10:13), who Peter identified as the ‘Lord’ (‘kyrios’)(v.14).  Elijah identifies this ‘angel’ as the Angel (‘mal'ak’) of the LORD’ (‘Yĕhovah’)(1 Kings 19:5).  Elijah identifies the ‘word of the LORD (‘Yĕhovah’)’ Who came to him as ‘LORD God’ (‘Yĕhovah 'elohiym’)(v.9-10).   Elijah fasted for 40 days & 40 nights just as Jesus would do later in the wilderness (Matthew 4:1-2), and went up a mountain before the LORD (‘Yĕhovah’)(1 Kings 19:8,11), just as Moses did (Exodus 34:28-29).  Later both Moses & Elijah would be talking to Jesus when He was transfigured on a mountain (Matthew 17:1-3).

The Angel (‘mal'ak’) of the LORD’ (‘Yĕhovah’) was Who Joshua the High Priest was standing ‘before’ ('paniym’), while Satan was standing on his right to accuse him (Zechariah 3:1,3).  The Angel of the LORD then quotes ‘the LORD (‘Yĕhovah’) of ‘hosts’ [‘army of angels’] (v.6-7), which Zechariah earlier distinguished between them as two distinct heavenly godly entities (Zechariah 1:12-13), just as the Father & the Son are two distinct heavenly godly ‘Persons’ of the Trinity (Matthew 28:19).  Although the LORD (‘Yĕhovah’) said to Satan ‘The LORD rebuke you, Satan!’ (Zechariah 3:2), this is not Michael the archangel, even though he said the same words to Satan (Jude 1:9), because Michael could not ‘dare pronounce against him a railing judgment.’  However, Jesus is able to rebuke Satan (Matthew 4:10-11), since Jesus is God (John 10:30-33).  The LORD (‘Yĕhovah’) goes on to tell Joshua that He will ‘bring in My servant the Branch’ (Zechariah 3:8), which He identifies as the future Messiah Who will sit on His throne (Zechariah 6:12-13).  This ‘Branch’ from the ‘roots of Jesse’ (Isaiah 11:1) is who the apostle Paul identified as Jesus Christ (Romans 15:8-12).

The Angel of the LORD never appears – even once – in the New Testament, even though the angels Michael & Gabriel do, because the ‘Lord’ (‘kyrios’) is revealed as Jesus Christ in the New Testament (Jude 1:4,9).

Jesus isn’t just the Lord & God of the New Testament (John 20:28), but He’s also LORD & God of the Old Testament as well:

“The LORD (‘Yĕhovah’) says to my Lord ('Adonay’): ‘Sit at My right hand Until I make Your enemies a footstool for Your feet.’" (Psalm 110:1), which Jesus quoted…in the past tense (Matthew 22:42-45), thus declaring that “He” was this ‘Lord ('Adonay’).’

This is why the apostle John would later write: “Whoever denies the Son does not have the Father; the one who confesses the Son has the Father also” (1 John 2:23), & “And we know that the Son of God has come, and has given us understanding so that we may know Him who is true; and we are in Him who is true, in His Son Jesus Christ. This is the true God and eternal life” (1 John 5:20).

“To those who have received a faith of the same kind as ours, by the righteousness of our God and Savior, Jesus Christ” (2 Peter 1:1)

“Looking for the blessed hope and the appearing of the glory of our great God and Savior, Christ Jesus” (Titus 2:13)

Next Bible study topic:  “The 500 Year Anniversary of the Protestant Reformation” (VIDEO)
Next Bible study date:  Saturday, October 28th at 6:30pm
