Week Ninety-Four: “Forgiveness” (Selected Scriptures)
Welcome/Prayer

Review of Week 93: “The Crucifixion of Jesus Christ” (Matthew 27:26-61)

‘Forgiveness’ (Selected Scriptures)
The apostle Paul commanded the church to imitate him, just as he imitated Jesus (1 Corinthians 4:16; 11:1).  This includes imitating Jesus on ‘who’ we forgive, ‘how’ we forgive them, & under what conditions, depending if they are a ‘brother’ or merely a ‘neighbor.’
‘brother’ (Greek: ‘adelphos’ – ‘brothers in Christ; Christians; as those exalted to the same heavenly place’).  A ‘brother’ is not necessarily limited to members of our own family, or even include them.
‘neighbor’ (Greek: ‘plēsion’ – ‘a friend; [according to the Jews] any member of the Hebrew nation; [according to Christ] any other man irrespective of nation or religion with whom we live or whom we chance to meet’).  This could even include members of our own family who are unbelievers.

Is there a difference between how we forgive a ‘brother’ versus a “neighbor”?
The purpose of the Parable of the Good Samaritan (Luke 10:25) is to teach who our ‘neighbor’ is (v.29,36).  A ‘neighbor’ includes anyone we meet, who we show ‘love’ (v.27; Romans 13:9-10, cf. Leviticus 19:18), ‘compassion’ (v.33), & ‘mercy’ to (v.37).  Jesus used the example of a Samaritan, since the apostles did not regard them as ‘neighbors’ (Luke 9:51-56), but as ‘enemies’ who Jesus said we are to also ‘love,’ ‘pray’ for (Matthew 5:44) & ‘greet’ (v.47), since they are our neighbors too (Proverbs 25:21; Romans 12:20).  However, this parable is not a lesson on forgiveness.
‘forgive’ (Hebrew: ‘calach’ – ‘to pardon, spare, lighten / Greek: ‘charizomai’ – ‘to grant forgiveness; graciously to restore one to another; give freely; grant’).  The goal & purpose of forgiveness is reconciliation between the offender & the one offended, once the offender has sought forgiveness for their offense.
How often are we to forgive?
When Jesus commanded to forgive ‘seventy times seven’ (Matthew 18:22), Jesus was specifically referring to forgiving our ‘brothers’ (v.15,21,35), not our ‘neighbors.’  Jesus commands after the one offended person has shown his offending ‘brother’ his fault (v.15), if the offender refuses to listen to ‘you,’ ‘two or three witnesses,’ & to ‘the church’ then ‘let him be to you as a Gentile & a tax collector’ (v.16-17), ie: treat him like an unbelieving ‘neighbor’ (Matthew 5:46).
What about the father forgiving the ‘Prodigal Son’?
In this parable, after the younger son squandered his father’s wealth (Luke 15:11-16), & then later ‘he came to his senses’ (v.17), the unbelieving son acknowledged, ‘Father, I have sinned against heaven, and in your sight’ (v.18,21).  Forgiveness begins by the offender admitting that his offense is against God first (Psalm 51:5), not just the one offended.  The offending son humbled himself, ‘I am no longer worthy to be called your son, make me as one of your hired hands’ (v.19,21).  This repentance is a change of relationship from being merely related as an offending ‘neighbor,’ to having the desire to humbly serving the believer, just as the church desires to serve Christ.  But the ‘father’ of the offending son did not run after him to forgive & reconcile with him, until after his offending son’s attitude & desire changed (v.17-21). This is because ‘brotherly’ forgiveness is first dependent on repentance: “If your brother sins, rebuke him; and if he repents, forgive him” (Luke 17:3-4).  If he refuses to repent, then we don’t forgive him.
Jesus is explicit that in order to be His true follower, a person must ‘hate [‘have a lesser love for’] his own father & mother & wife & children & brothers & sisters, yes, and even his own life’ (Luke 14:25-26).  Before becoming a follower, we must ‘calculate the cost’ (v.28), which involves having to ‘carry his own cross’ (v.27; 9:21-24), which means loving God so intense that, by comparison, our love for anyone else should ‘feel’ like hate.  This includes being obedient to God by not forgiving an offending ‘brother’ or ‘neighbor’ if they refuse to repent of their offense against God & us.
Didn’t Jesus die & forgive us when we were unbelievers?
Before we became believers, we were ‘enemies’ of God (Romans 5:10).  But Jesus did not die for unbelievers (‘neighbors’) but for ‘us’ (‘brothers’), while ‘we’ were ‘yet sinners, Christ died for us’ (v.8).  It was God Who reconciled ‘us’ to Him (v.10), which resulted in ‘us’ exalting in ‘God through our Lord Jesus Christ’ (v.11).  When we repented of our sin against Him, we ‘received the reconciliation’ (v.11), just as we are commanded to reconcile to our ‘brother’ if he has something against us (v.23-24).

Aren’t we supposed to ‘judge not’ others?
Jesus explicitly commands us to ‘judge not’ our ‘brothers’ (Matthew 7:1-3), until we have first judged ourselves first (v.4-5).  But He doesn’t command us to ‘not judge’ our ‘neighbors’ in this way.  In fact, Jesus explicitly states ‘do not give holy to dogs (ie: neighbors), & do not throw your pearls before swine (ie: neighbors)’ (v.6).
How do we know if someone is a ‘brother’ rather than just a ‘neighbor’?
“If you confess with your mouth Jesus as ‘Lord’ (‘kyrios’ – ‘Master’) & believe in your heart that God raised Him from the dead, you will be saved” (Romans 10:9).  Jesus being our ‘Lord/Master’ means we are His obedient ‘slaves,’ rather than mere ‘servants.’  If a person calls Jesus ‘Lord, Lord,’ but does not do what He says (Luke 6:46), then he is not truly a ‘brother’ but merely an unbelieving ‘neighbor.’  Our ‘fruit’ & ‘works’ is outwards evidence that we are genuine believers (Matthew 7:16-20; James 2:18), but they are not the cause of our conversion.
How are we to treat unbelievers?
If an unbelieving ‘neighbor’ does not receive your greeting, we are to ‘take back your blessing of peace’ & ‘go out of that house or that city, shake the dust off your feet’ (Matthew 10:11-15).

What about the Lord’s Prayer?
Jesus commands us to pray to the Father to forgive ‘us’ our debts, as we also have forgiven ‘our’ debtors, & to ‘forgive others for their transgressions’ (Matthew 6:9-15).  Jesus also commands us to forgive ‘everyone’ (‘pas’ – some of all types) – meaning ‘brothers,’ just as Paul commanded ‘forgiving each other, just as God in Christ also has forgiven you’ (Ephesians 4:32).  Just as the Father only forgives ‘our’ transgressions when we repent since we are believers, likewise, we are only to forgive the transgressions of our ‘brothers’ when they repent.
Does this include forgiving our unbelieving relatives?
When one of Jesus’ disciples asked Him if he could wait until his unbelieving father died to follow Jesus (Matthew 8:21), He responded ‘Follow Me, & allow the dead to bury their own dead’ (v.22).  God shows ‘no partiality’ (Romans 2:11; Galatians 2:6; Ephesians 6:9), even with our intimate, spiritually ‘dead’ family.  Jesus commands us to ‘Follow Me!’ – now & in all things.

Jesus even commands us to ‘leave’ members of one’s own household, including ‘brothers or sisters or father or mother or children or farms for My name’s sake, will receive many times as much, & will inherit eternal life’ (Matthew 19:29).  Jesus stated that He didn’t come to bring ‘peace’ on earth, but rather ‘division’ (Luke 12:51), including ‘division’ between unbelieving ‘neighbors’ of one’s own ‘household’ (v.52) such as ‘father against son & son against father, mother against daughter & daughter against mother, mother-in-law against daughter-in-law & daughter-in-law against mother-in-law’ (v.53, cf. Micah 7:6).
This is because believers & unbelievers should not be joined together in fellowship & communion any more than Jesus & Satan are (2 Corinthians 6:15), because a believer’s body is ‘the temple of the living God’ (v.16).
How should a believer respond when an unbelieving ‘neighbor’ attacks them?
The apostle Paul warns that in the ‘last days’ people ‘will be lovers of self, lovers of money, boastful, arrogant, revilers, disobedient to parents, ungrateful, unholy’ (2 Timothy 3:1-2), because they are ‘unloving, irreconcilable, malicious gossips, without self-control, brutal, haters of good’ (v.3).
‘revilers’ (Greek: ‘blasphēmos’ – ‘abusers, blasphemers, demeaning; reproachful, slanderous, speaking evil’)(Acts 6:11; 1 Timothy 1:13; 2 Peter 2:11).  Paul states that those who willingly ‘revile’ as an active, unrepentant lifestyle will ‘not enter the kingdom of God’ (1 Corinthians 6:10), because they are not our ‘brothers’ but unrepentant ‘neighbors.’  Since God will refuse fellowship with them by not allowing them into Heaven, likewise, we should not have fellowship with them either, since Paul commands us to ‘avoid such men as these’ (2 Timothy 3:5).  This is because they are ‘irreconcilable’ (‘unforgiving’) & ‘malicious gossips’ (‘slanderers’)(v.3).

Although they might show a ‘form of godliness’ (v.5) – outwardly, acting religious – their hearts are unregenerated.  Regardless of ‘who’ or how close these unconverted ‘neighbors’ are to us, we must remain obedient to God & not forgive them if they refuse to repent of their sin against God and us, regardless of what our heart tells us, since ‘The heart is deceitful above all things, And desperately wicked; Who can know it?’ (Jeremiah 17:9).  Both our bodies and our minds are ‘a temple of the Holy Spirit…you are not your own.  For you have been bought with a price; therefore glorify God in your body’ (1 Corinthians 6:19-20).

When we choose to listen to our wicked heart, rather than to our Holy Father in Heaven through His Word, we become ‘boastful’ & ‘prideful’ loving the world: ‘the lust [‘desire’] of the flesh & the lust of the eyes & the boastful pride of life’ which is ‘from the world’ but ‘not from the Father’ (1 John 2:15-16).  Jesus told the unbelieving Jews, ‘You are of your father the devil, & you want to do the desires of your father…there is no truth in him…he speaks of his own nature, for he is a liar & the father of lies’ (John 8:44).  A genuine believer has 3 spiritual enemies:  Satan, the world, & the flesh.  Rather than imitate the world – including ‘who’ & ‘how’ we forgive – we need to imitate Christ (1 Corinthians 11:1).
Why is this important for the believer to obey?
Forgiving & reconciling with an unrepentant, abusing ‘neighbor,’ like you would a repentant, believing ‘brother,’ can lead to allowing them to abuse (blaspheme) the Holy Spirit, which is unforgivable (Matthew 12:31), Who resides in the ‘Temple’ which is our body.
“I wrote you in my letter not to associate with immoral people…I wrote to you not to associate with any so-called brother if he is an immoral person, or covetous, or an idolater, or a reviler, or a drunkard, or a swindler—not even to eat with such a one…. But those who are outside, God judges. REMOVE THE WICKED MAN FROM AMONG YOURSELVES.” (1 Corinthians 5:9,11,13).
Although this applies to a ‘so-called brother,’ who is a ‘reviler’ (‘abuser’)(v.11), because we aren’t to isolate ourselves from the world (v.10), we are not to imitate how the world forgives unrepentant believers, since their bodies are not the Temple of the Holy Spirit.  However, we must be willing to forgive an offending ‘brother’ once he repents…but not before that, nor that of an unrepentant, unbelieving, abusive ‘neighbor’ – regardless of how intimate of their relation to us.  Just as Jesus did not forgive everybody when He died on the cross (such as Judas Iscariot), but only those who would believe in Him & repent (John 3:16-18; Acts 3:19), likewise, we must imitate Jesus who & when we forgive…and who & when we don’t.
Next Bible study topic: “Judas Iscariot”
Next Bible study date:  Sometime in the fall
