Week Ninety-Six: “Judas Iscariot, the traitor” (Part 2)
Welcome/Prayer

Review of Week 95: “Judas Iscariot, the traitor” (Part 1)
‘Judas Iscariot, the traitor’ (Part 2)
Judas’ betrayal & Jesus’ arrest
The apostle John recorded Jesus went with His disciples across the Kidron Valley to the Mount of Olives to the ‘garden’ of Gethsemane (Matthew 26:36; John 18:1), where He took Peter, James, & John further in where He prayed (Matthew 26:37).  Since Judas Iscariot knew where Jesus & His disciples often met, he led the Roman soldiers who ‘came there with lanterns & torches & weapons’ (John 18:2-3), which included ‘swords & clubs’ to arrest Jesus (Matthew 26:47) telling them to ‘seize Him’ (v.48).
Since it was nighttime it was dark, so Judas gave them a sign Who Jesus was: ‘Whomever I kiss (‘phileō) He is the one; seize Him,’ & Judas addressed Jesus ‘Hail Rabbi’ & kissed (‘kataphileō’) Him (v.48-49):
‘kiss’ (Greek: ‘phileō’ – ‘to welcome, show signs of love, to be fond of’)(v.48)

‘kiss’ (Greek: ‘kataphileō’ – ‘to kiss much, again & again tenderly, demonstrative kissing’)(v.49)

So there would be no misunderstanding, Judas’ kiss was obvious & intimate enough for Jesus to respond, ‘Judas, are you betraying the Son of Man with a kiss?’ (Luke 22:48):
‘kiss’ (Greek: ‘philēma’ – ‘fraternal affection’).  This fulfilled Proverbs 27:6, ‘Faithful are the wounds of a friend, But deceitful [excessive, abundant, plentiful] are the kisses of an enemy.’  Jesus responded to Judas, ‘Friend, do what you have come for’ (Matthew 26:50):
‘friend’ (Greek: ‘hetairos’ – ‘comrade, mate, fellow, partner’).  This relationally distant expression (Matthew 20:13; 22:12) was used by Jesus to express His previous close, personal, intimate friendship with Judas was over.  Judas had consented to betray Jesus to the Jewish authorities (Luke 22:6), which Jesus expressed His grief of Judas’ eternal fate with a ‘Woe!’ towards him (v.22).
Judas’ remorse & suicide
Although Judas ‘felt remorse’ for betraying the innocent Jesus & he returned the agreed upon 30 pieces of silver to the chief priest & elders, he went away & hung himself (Matthew 27:3-5):
‘felt remorse’ (Greek: ‘metamelomai’ – ‘regretted, care afterwards, an emotional change to a particular event’).  Judas ‘remorse’ was not the same as repenting.  It was a regretful ‘sorrow of the world that produces death’ rather than a repentant ‘sorrow that is according to the will of God that produces a repentance without regret’ (2 Corinthians 7:10).  Judas regretted his betrayal because of the way it made him feel.  His anger & hatred towards Jesus turned into self-centered pity.  Rather than do the will of God & repent, Judas became more self-absorbed & killed himself.  The 30 pieces of silver Judas returned went to purchase ‘the Potter’s Field as a burial place for strangers’ which is called ‘the Field of Blood’ (Matthew 27:8).  This fulfilled the OT prophecies of Zechariah 11:12-13.
Judas’ replacement at Pentecost
Peter read from the book of Psalms two prophecies about Judas, which were fulfilled in his suicide & replacement by Matthias at Pentecost (Acts 1:20,26, cf. Psalm 69:25; 109:8).
Did Judas survive his suicide?
Although Papias who ‘had learned the basics of the faith from those who had known’ the apostles (even though Papias did not learn it from the apostles themselves) [Eusebius’ Ecclesiastical History, Book 3.39], he was incorrect when he wrote that Judas survived his hanging & “was crushed by the chariot, so that his bowels gushed out” [NewAdvent.org ‘Fragments of Papias III’].  This contradicted Inspired Scripture from the apostle Peter who said after Judas hung himself, he had been ‘falling headlong, he burst open in the middle & all his intestines gushed out’ (Acts 1:18).  Judas’ death resulted from hanging and/or from falling from the branch he hung himself on, not from being run over by a chariot, despite what the early church father, Papias, thought which is why we must base our faith on the ‘Word of Christ’ (Romans 10:17) which is Inspired (God-breathed) Scripture (2 Timothy 3:16).  It cannot be in error, unlike the writings of early church fathers which can be wrong.
Is the ‘gospel’ of Judas Scripture?
No, this false ‘gospel’ was written around A.D. 150 – over 100 years after Judas Iscariot committed suicide.  It was discovered in the 1970s, made public in 2004, & released in 2006.  Irenaeus (second century A.D.) referred to it as ‘invented history of heretics & rebels against God’).  It falsely taught Jesus ‘wanted’ Judas to betray Him, because it was necessary to fulfill His plan, which contradicts Inspired Scripture, & teaches a false ‘gospel’ the apostle Paul warned about (Galatians 1:6-9).
Will Judas end up in Hell?
Jesus affirmed Judas was destined for Hell: “not one of them [His disciples] perished but the son of perdition [‘one headed for destruction,’ i.e.: Judas], so that the Scripture would be fulfilled” (John 17:12).  This term is only used to describe only one other person in Scripture – the Antichrist (2 Thessalonians 2:3), who will end up in Hell (Revelation 19:20; 20:10).  Jesus said, “It would be far better for that man [Judas] if he had never been born” (Matthew 26:24).  Jesus called Judas “a devil” (John 6:70-71).  Satan entered Judas twice (Luke 22:3; John 13:27).  Jesus prayed for Peter (Luke 22:31-32) & the remaining believing disciples (John 17:6-19), but not Judas.
“…a goat used to lure sheep to their destruction in the slaughter house is known as a Judas goat.  A plant which grows in the East which looks attractive but which is bitter to taste is called the Judas tree…. In a work The Arabic Gospel of the Infancy, it relates that Judas was demon-possessed even when he was a child…. The Greek Covenant of St. Oniprus marks the site which is riddled with rock-hewn tombs full of the skulls and bones of pilgrims who, through the ages, have been buried in potter’s field – the Field of Blood.” [‘The Search for the Twelve Apostles,’ by William Steuart McBirnie, pp. 177 & 182].
Judas committed the ‘unforgiveable sin’ of blasphemy of the Holy Spirit (Matthew 12:31-32).  The Pharisees, who had seen the miracles Jesus performed proving He was the promised Messiah prophesied in the Old Testament, rejected Him & attributed His miracles to Satan (v.12).  Likewise, despite Judas witnessing the miracles performed by Jesus & seeing Him fulfill countless Old Testament prophecies of the Messiah, Judas went ‘to his own place’ (Acts 1:25) in Hades after his death where he is suffering ‘torment’ for rejecting Jesus as his Messiah (Luke 16:23-25,28, & then he will be ‘cast’ into ‘the lake of fire’ forever (Revelation 20:14-15).  However, it was not because he committed suicide that Judas will end up in Hell, but because he went to his death rejecting Christ as his Savior and Lord (John 3:18). [See Bible study on ‘You shall not murder’].
Criteria for Matthias as Judas’ ‘replacement’ as an apostle
Matthias (Greek: ‘gift of God’) met all of the Scriptural criteria for apostleship which God ‘showed’ the disciples at Pentecost (Acts 1:23-26):

1) A man who accompanied the apostles (v.21)
2) When the Lord Jesus went in & out among them (v.21)

3) Beginning with the baptism of John the Baptist (v.22)

4) Until Jesus’ ascension (v.22)

5) A witness to the Resurrection (v.22, cf. Luke 24:33-36)

6) Decided by casting lots, which ended at Pentecost (v.26, cf. Luke 1:9)

Eusebius’ Ecclesiastical History records Matthias was on “The 70” who had been ‘sent’ (‘apostellō’) out by Jesus during His ministry to preach the gospel (Luke 10:1) [Eusebius, Book 1.12].
“The other eleven apostles are all great encouragements to us because they exemplify how common people with typical failings can be used by God in uncommon, remarkable ways.  Judas, on the other hand, stands as a warning about the evil potential of spiritual carelessness, squandered opportunity, sinful lusts, and hardness of the heart.  Here was a man who drew as close to the Savior as it is humanly possible to be.  He enjoyed every privilege Christ affords.  He was intimately familiar with everything Jesus taught.  Yet he remained in unbelief and went into a hopeless eternity…. Judas is a vivid demonstration of the deceitfulness and fruitfulness of hypocrisy….  When Judas bartered away the life of Christ, he was in effect selling his own soul to the devil.  The tragedy of his life was a tragedy of his own making. He ignored the light he had been exposed to for all those years, and thus he relegated himself to eternal darkness.” [“Twelve Ordinary Men,” by John MacArthur, pp. 181-182 & 198].
Next Bible study topic: “What is a Christian?”
Next Bible study date:  Sometime in January 2019
Happy Thanksgiving, Merry Christmas, 
& Happy New Year!
