“Not Really ‘Of’ Us” Study Guide by Steve Christie
Prologue
1. When a child abandons the Christian faith, they often don’t understand “why” it’s so distressing to their parents.  What are some of the reasons – as well as the main reason – that a parent can share with their doubting child “why” it’s so distressing?  (p. xiii)

2. According to Ken Ham from AnswersinGenesis (AiG), what percentage of young people growing up in the church will leave in their 20’s?  (p. xiv)  Why is this so significant to this particular generation (ie: the Millennials)?

Introduction
1. Give one possible reason for why a child who does abandon the faith experience, which may or may not be present in a child who doesn’t abandon it.  (p. xvii)

2. What were the reasons I gave for no longer wanting to attend Mary Ann’s Sunday School as a youth?  (“Childhood,” p. xix)

3. What was the reason I assumed why the two kids in my parochial school didn’t receive communion?  “Why” was that assumption wrong, & what should have it been based on?  (“Childhood,” p. xix-xx)

4. Even as a youth, I believed that God was honest, so what came from Him had to be true.  What prevented me from knowing, for certain, if what I was taught in parochial school was indeed true & from God?  (“Adolescence,” p. xxi)

5. Give one reason a child may have for not discussing religion – or even denominational differences – with their peers.  (“Adolescence,” p. xxii)

6. As a child enters young adulthood, often their devotion towards their own religious upbringing diminishes.  Give some reasons “why” young adults may begin to doubt & begin embracing the views of their peers.  (“Young Adulthood: College,” p. xxii-xxv)

7. What was the false assumption I had about the motivation of the two Christians from Campus Crusade for Christ in college?  What should have it been based on?  How did I react & “why”?  “Why” was I wrong for reacting that way?  “How” should have I reacted?  (“Young Adulthood: College,” p. xxv-xxvi)

8. What were the reasons I gave for (temporarily) converting so easily to Protestantism as a young adult?  What didn’t I know that affected my decision?  (“Young Adulthood: Relationships & Employment,” p. xxviii)

9. Give some reasons why I got upset when I was questioned by the Jehovah’s Witness & the “mainstream Protestant,” Jeanette.  How did Jeanette react differently to me than either the Jehovah’s Witness or how I reacted to her?  (“Young Adulthood: Relationships & Employment,” p. xxix-xxxii)

10. Give some reasons that doubting children give for getting angry when they are questioned about what they believe.  (“Young Adulthood: Relationships & Employment,” p. xxxii)

11. Explain from the example of the bombing of the World Trade Center on “9/11” how opinion & truth are different (“Young Adulthood: Return to College,” p. xxxiii-xxxiv), & “why” knowing the difference is important (Chapter 3, “The ‘Thorny’ Child,” p. 82)

12. What specific attributes & changes should a child observe in their Christian parents for them to emulate?  What is the single most important reason that a Christian parent should convey to their children “why” it’s important not to offend others?  (“Young Adulthood: Return to College,” p. xxxiv-xxxv)

13. How did “The Passion of the Christ” affect how I believed?  What made what I personally believed suddenly important?  (“Young Adulthood: Return to College,” p. xxxvi-xxxvii)

Chapter 1:  “The ‘Wayside’ Child”

1. What is the assumption that doubting children believe why their Christian parents want them to become Christians?  What is the “actual” reason, & what is that reason based on?  (p. 3)

2. Why don’t all children raised with the same Christian upbringing & in the same household maintain the same beliefs?  (p. 5-6)

3. Why do children tend to believe what their parents tell them when they are young?  Instead, what should parents encourage?  (p. 6-7)

4. What is the difference between questioning & rebelling?  What are the reasons that children rebel?  (Psalm 51:5; Matthew 13:39; Romans 5:12)  (p. 7)  What is the reason doubting children give for trusting in their own internal beliefs?  (p.8)

5. How does the “Wayside Child” basing their beliefs solely on their internal, subjective standards affect morality & their future relationships?  (p.9-10, 19-20)

6. What is the difference between a surface-level belief in the gospel versus true understanding?  How does the “Wayside Child” contribute to allowing a lack of their understanding?  (p. 10-11)

7. Why do some children choose spiritual “darkness” over spiritual “enlightenment”?  (p.12) What is one reason the “Wayside Child” refuses to listen?  (p. 14)  What can be the consequence of not listening to an opposing viewpoint?  (p. 15)

8. Why does the “Wayside Child” not care if the Christian faith is true?  What harm results to the child & others?  (p. 16-17)  What is “insincere atheism” & how does it relate to Paul’s comment about “suppressing the truth”?  (Romans 1:18)  (p. 17-18)

Chapter 2:  “The ‘Rocky’ Child”

1. What are the three things every child needs to realize & accept?  (p. 22)

2. When Christ lifts the “veil” from our eyes (2 Corinthians 3:14-15), we often experience a specific kind of hardship that we didn’t experience before.  Why does the “Rocky Child” have difficulty with this?  What is he/she lacking in their relationship with Christ?  (p. 23, 28)

3. What are some of the self-imposed misconceptions & unrealistic expectations about missionary work that can contribute to the “Rocky Child’s” doubt?  How can a parent help to clarify these misconceptions?  (p. 24-25)

4. What does it mean that Jesus is “Lord”?  How does the real, or perceived, disappointments that the “Rocky Child” experiences affect their understanding & acceptance of Jesus as Lord?  (p. 26-27)

5. The “Rocky Child” tends to see only what they are “giving up” for Christ.  What are the things they “gain” that are much more valuable & worth the “trade”?  (p. 29-30)

6. How can the kind of friendship Jesus had with His disciples (John 15:13-15) be used as a guide with the “Rocky Child” when he/she is experiencing trials?  (p. 31)

7. What is the danger of the “Rocky Child,” who initially experiences immediate gratification as a church youth, once trials begin to arise later?  Does the child “truly” believe?  (p. 33-34)

8. What is the tell-tale sign the “Rocky Child” is truly converted versus simply having superficial knowledge?  (James 2:18)  (p. 35-36)

9. Why does the “Rocky Child” believe in the “god” of self instead of the God of Scripture?  What is the difference in the relationship of the God of Enoch & Noah versus the “god” of self?  How would applying this kind of relationship between a husband & a wife affect them?  (p. 37-38)

10. As previously mentioned in “Point 4”, the “Rocky Child” often experiences real – or perceived – disappointments from Christian parents and/or church leaders.  What should be done when these alleged disappointments arise?  (p. 40-41)

11. What are some of the dangers of keeping a child in a “Christian bubble”?  What can Christian parents do to prepare them for the “real world” before they enter it as an adult?  (p. 41-43)

Chapter 3:  “The ‘Thorny’ Child”

1. Name some reasons temptations are so much more easier to obtain than thirty years ago.  (p. 44)

2. How can sheltering a child in a Christian home from the world too much make later temptations easier to accept?  Give some examples.  Why did Jesus not say that “all” soils His gospel fell on would produce the same effect?  (p. 45)

3. What do the “thorns” in the Parable of the Sower represent in terms of a Christian child’s relationships, as well as its long-term effects?  (Matthew 13:7, 22)  (p.46)

4. What’s the difference between a Christian child simply “listening” to the gospel versus “hearing” it?  (Matthew 13:9)  (p. 46)

5. Learning Scripture is a good thing (Acts 17:11).  However, explain the similarities between a Christian simply memorizing Scripture verses & Muslim memorizing passages from the Qur’an, in terms of their commitment to Christ (or lack of it).  (p. 47)

6. Although I memorized numerous prayers as a youth, why was that not evidence that I was truly saved?  (p. 47-48)

7. How is a Christian’s concern about their sins different from a non-Christian’s?  “Who” are they concerned about offending that non-Christians are not?  (p. 49)

8. According to the response by Pastor John MacArthur, “who” is the parent’s primary “mission field”?  Why is it important?  Name two ways to cultivate that field.  (p. 50-51)

9. How does sinning, & abandoning God’s objective morality, damage a Christian child’s relationship with God, as well as other people’s perception of them, even if they don’t get caught & other people are “none the wiser”?  (Psalm 51:4; Jeremiah 23:23-24)  (p. 51-52, 69-71)

10. Explain how the example of the man cheating on his wife, but doesn’t get caught, damaged & changed his relationship with her (p. 53).  How did Jesus use the Old Testament Laws of God to equate lust with adultery?  (Matthew 5:27-28, cf. Proverbs 6:25)  (p. 53-54)

11. When a “Thorny Child” abandons the faith, explain “how” it harms their relationship with themselves, including the immediate pleasures they receive.  Give some examples.  (p. 55)

12. Explain “why” embracing the subjective boundaries from being “choked out” by the “worry of the world & deceitfulness” (Matthew 13:22), such as addiction to heroin, results in the “Thorny Child’s” loss of personal control & enslavement (p. 56, 68-69).  What actual “freedom” has the child really embraced?  (p. 69)

13. What (or “Who’) is lacking in a “Thorny Child’s” relationship with a non-Christian, which prevents them from having the permanent closeness & intimacy found only in Christian relationships?  What kind of “assurance” is lacking in these “unequally yoked” relationships (2 Corinthians 6:14), which is found in Christian relationships?  (Malachi 3:6)  (p. 57-58)

14. What does the apostle John mean when he wrote “they [ie: previously professing “Christians”] were not really of us”?  (1 John 2:19)  (p. 60)

15. What were some of Rachael’s errors in her thinking that led to her “deconversion” from the Christian upbringing?  Give some examples from Scripture that would correct her thinking & assumptions, as well as how God used His commands to protect His children.  What’s the difference between God giving a command to a specific people-group versus mankind in general?  Give some examples.  (p. 61-65)

16. How is Rachael’s view of God being “binding” & “restrictive” not supported by the Bible?  How does Scripture actually present God (Isaiah 43:3), Who leads mankind to “actual” freedom?  (p. 66)

17. What is the “acceptance trap” that many Christian kids (like Rachael) fall into, & what advice did C.S. Lewis give to their Christian parents to help them from falling into it?  (p. 67)

18. How might have Rachael’s childhood perception of her “obedience” correlate with her perceived “lack of freedom” & led to her abandonment of the Christian faith?  (p. 73)

19. Explain how unbiblical discipline towards children, not only can lead to them abandoning the Christian faith, but also being disobedient to Christ (Matthew 18:6; Ephesians 6:4).  How is a child abandoning the faith over “unbiblical discipline” an example of “throwing the baby out with the bathwater”?  (p. 74-75)

20. What is “religism,” & how does it equate with a child abandoning the faith, because of “unbiblical discipline”?  How is that abandonment being hypocritical & ignoring what Christianity is really about?  (p. 77-78)

21. What, specifically, does the “Thorny Child” lack when they abandon the permanent rewards of Heaven for the temporary “wealth of the world”?  What don’t they “see”?  (p. 79)

22. What kind of “god” does the “Thorny Child” embrace, & how does it differ from the God of Scripture, in terms of the child’s belief, attitude, & behavior?  (p. 81)  What would the “Thorny Child” have to accept by acknowledging the God of Scripture, while also embracing their false worldview?  (Matthew 25:41; Revelation 20:14-15)  (p. 82)

Chapter 4:  “The ‘Good’ Child
1. How do genuine, Biblically-based Christians view themselves in their relationship with God, which is different from the impression by the public of self-professed “Christians” who do not demonstrate this same Biblical relationship with Him?  (p. 83)

2. How does mankind’s definition of “good” differ from God’s definition of “good” in the story of Jesus & the rich young ruler (Mark 10:17-18), as well as the “Good Child” in the Parable of the Sower?  (Matthew 13:8,23)  (p. 84-86)

3. How does God’s inability to change (Malachi 3:6) demonstrate that God’s moral standards are objective & true?  (p. 86)

4. How are non-Christians actually more “religious” than the “Good Child” in their view of attaining Heaven after they die?  (p. 88-89)

5. How does the “Dusty Millers” example illustrate how two “Good Children” can produce different levels of “crops,” despite having the same “soil”?  (p. 90-91)

6. Why aren’t the majority of Christian kids’ hearts not of the “good soil”?  (p. 93)  Why hasn’t Jesus “granted” it to them?  Why don’t two Christian kids, who are raised in the same household, possess the “good soil”?  (Matthew 13:11,15)  (p.93-95)

Chapter 5:  “What can ‘I’ do?”

1. Before attempting to “assume” why a child abandons the faith, what’s the first thing a Christian parent needs to find out from their doubting child?  (p. 101-102)

2. What’s the first Biblical “tool” a Christian parent should use before addressing a child’s doubts, & how should it not be used?  (p. 102-103)

3. Why should a Christian parent’s respect & reverential “fear” of God serve as a model for Christian kids?  (p. 104)

4. List & expound on the four conditions of proper Biblical praying, & what Scripture has to say about each of them (p. 105-110)

5. Who does God place in the primary role of teaching God’s Word to our children?  What is the danger of leaving that responsibility up to Christian pastors, educators, TV preachers, etc?  (p. 110-112)

6. List & expound on the three ways a Christian parent is to take the initiative with their children to learn the Word of God.  (p. 113-118)

7. How is not providing “solid food” of the Word of God towards our children (and simply “nursing them on milk”) spiritually delaying them?  (p. 114-115)

8. How can Jesus’ example of His love for us (John 3:16) serve as an example of “how” we are to love our children, so they can be assured that our love, as well as God’s love, towards them is genuine?  (p. 119-122)

9. Explain the difference between “truth” & “opinion.”  (p. 123-124)  How can a parent explain that the Christian faith is based on truth, rather than opinion?  (p. 124-125)

10. How did the apostle Paul say we are to be “examples” of Christ?  (1 Corinthians 4:16; 11:1) (p. 125)  List some of the things that Christian parents & Christian leaders do – & why – that can lose credibility with their children.  (p. 126-133)  How does inconsistency in Biblical doctrine & theology between Christians affect our children?  (p. 133-135)

11. Expound on the Jehovah’s Witnesses example why doubting children don’t accept the gospel, when God hasn’t opened their eyes to it yet.  Explain why they get angry when it’s shared & what a Christian parent’s response should be.  (p. 135-138)

12. Although the Holy Spirit changes hearts (not us), why is “giving a defense” to our children (1 Peter 3:15) relevant?  What do they want to know?  (p. 138-139)

13. What questions & responses can a parent ask their child, to see if they are truly seeking the truth about God, of if their heart is still blinded to the Christian faith?  (p. 139-140)

14. What is the benefit of extra-biblical apologetics with our children?  (p. 142)

15. Why should Paschal’s Wager not be used?  (p. 142-144)

16. Why is it important to not exceed our role in our child’s conversion?  (p. 144-145)

17. Why is “Pray” mentioned twice as a Biblical tool?  (1 Thessalonians 5:17)  (p. 102, 145-146)  What should we remember about praying?  (p. 150)

18. When parents are older & they don’t feel God has been hearing their prayer for their child’s conversion, they can begin to feel discouraged.  What comfort from God’s Word can we draw on?  (p. 147-149)  Expound on the late conversion examples.  (p. 148)

Chapter 6:  “A word to the unbelieving child”

1. What do all children who have abandoned the Christian faith have in common with their relationship with their Christian parents?  How can a parent explain this to them to motivate them to ask questions & share their feelings with them?  (p. 151-153)

2. How can a doubting child compromise with their Christian parents, while not feeling hypocritical?  How is a parent honoring God by not worshiping in a Muslim mosque not being hypocritical, when they ask their doubting children to attend a Christian service?  (p. 154-155)

3. How can a Christian parent respond to their child who says about the Bible, “They’re just a bunch of stories”?  (p. 156-157)

4. How can a Christian parent respond to a child who says, “I believe in science, not a ‘god-of-the-gaps’ religion”?  (p. 157-162)

5. Why is comparing Jesus to mythological figures, like Thor or Zeus, a bad comparision?  (p. 162-164)

6. What are the “actual” statistics of Christians & atheists in terms of growth & higher education?  (p. 162-163)

7. How can a Christian parent respond to a child who believes, “The Bible is full of errors & contradictions” because “The Bible was written by men”?  (p. 164-167)

8. Why is the longevity of when something was written a poor reason for rejecting if it’s true?  Use the George Washington example as a reference.  (p. 168)

9. Why is the variety of different Christian denominations not a good reason to reject Christianity?  (p. 169)  What is Biblical Christianity “actually” based on that is different from other “Christian” views?  (p. 170-171)

10. What is “circular reasoning,” & why is trading Biblical objective truth for this subjective personal worldview not a good argument for abandoning it?  (p. 172-176)

11. Explain the difference between how the Bible instructs a Christian to deal with someone who rejects the faith versus those who disobey Christ, as well as those from other religious that “do” invoke fear.  (p. 176-177)

12. Why is believing Jesus was a “good, moral teacher, but not the Son of God,” a bad reason for abandoning the faith?  (p. 178-180)  What did Jesus “actually” say about Himself?  (p. 180)

13. What did C.S. Lewis have to say about Jesus’ morality if He wasn’t really the Son of God?  (p. 181)  What are the implications of Jesus’ claims?  (p. 182-184)

14. Why is rejecting Christianity because of immoral people, who “claim” to follow Christ (but are actually disobeying Him) a bad reason for abandoning it?  (p. 185-186)

15. How does the media negatively & falsely contribute to the negative stereotype of Christians?  (p. 187-188)

16. Compare how only the Christian faith is truly moral to that of other religions & worldviews.  (p. 188-196)

17. How is choosing to sin against God no different than criminal behavior?  What are the consequences of sinning?  (p. 204)

18. How can a parent explain to their children that the “hardness” of being a Christian compares to the benefits of being one?  (p. 205-206)

19. List the thought-provoking questions to ask your doubting child located at the end of the chapter.  (p. 206-207)

Epilogue
1. What was Lee Strobel’s “personal & significant stumbling block” that kept him from accepting the truth of the Christian faith?  (p. 210-211)

2. Why should Christian parents be concerned when their children are asked theological questions & their responses are “too similar” to their peers or sound “rehearsed”?  (p. 211-213)  Why is a child saying a “sinner’s prayer,” making a “decision for Christ,” or making an “altar call” not necessarily an assurance that they won’t abandon the faith later in life?  (p. 213-214)

3. Although “God is in control” of our children’s salvation, what are the three things Christian parents should do daily with their children to combat any doubt that may arise in them?  (p. 214)

4. Why is a child merely being a “mini-me” of their Christian parents (ie: repeating Christian lingo, using only the same Bible version as their parents, etc) at risk for abandoning the faith later in life?  (p. 215)

5. What is different about a Christian’s “desire” about God, which is absent in their peers?  (p. 215-216)

6. If conversion to Christianity isn’t possible – at the present moment – “where” can a Christian parent begin with, & offer to, their unbelieving child?  (p. 218-219)

Use the four Appendices at the end of the book (p. 221, 225, 228, 232) as “practice apologetics” tools (1 Peter 3:15) as responses to possible arguments that your Christian kids, who abandoned the faith, may ask you in each of these areas.


